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Tune basis of friendshi b on which we Have 


so long and firmly stood, easily — me 


to 8 7 with your request. 


| But think not, that pleasure will be the sole 


actuating spring of my correspondence; no, 
it is my design to probe the avenues of pleasure, 


that J may discover and expose the thorns 


which environ thein. Pleasure · I have eagerly 
pursued, but in the pursuit T have also been 
crossed by contemplation, and which has pro- 


duced both-pensiy eness and instruction. On this - 
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my varied journey, I have just distinguished 
Honor, like 1 flitting through some 
span- breadth d&file; and as I have cast my eager 
eye on the enamelled side of Pleasure's flowery 
ascent, I have also discovered reflection, shrink, 
like the sensitive plant, as the thorns pressed 
upon her, through. the ambrosial beds of roses. 


Do not imagine, because these Letters carry 
with them the Title of The: Fashionable 
Cypriad, that they shall convey with them 
one immoral or indelicate implication.— No, 


89 contrary is Meir complexion and so different 


is my view, that I will endeavour, as far as my 
humble capabilities will allow, to render them 
not only the vehicle of information and instruc- 
tion, but also to tint them with that chaste, de- 
licate, and nervous colouring, as shall neither 
offend or wound the eye, ear, or feelings of the 
nicest modesty. It is my ambition, that they 


may encounter the view. of the most dignified | 
and accomplished of the fair; that the subject 
may induce them to sympathize and feel such 
pity 


** 
\* 
= 
A 


THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAD, 3 


pity. for that unfortunate part of their sex, 


whose beauty have. led to their destruction ] 


thereby supporting and giving them a claim and 
title rather to their tenderness.and commiseras 


tion. than their e and detestation. 


« Nou ught i is thee under Heav'n 's-wids hollewness 


That moves more dear compassion of mind., 


Than beauty brought t unworthy wretchedness. 


When beauty and poverty go hand in hand, | 
the chance of the die is a bundred against them, 
if they do not fall the early victims of artifice. 

and seduction. How. rarely do we find, that 


beauty rendered still more beautiful in the 
eager eye of roving lust, when arrayed in the 
simple, artless-garb of innocence and poverty, for 


” — fairer she, 

In innocence and homespun. vestments spread, 
« Than if cærulean sapphires at her ears | 
shone pendant, or a precious diamond eroſfs 
“ Heav'd gently on her panting bosom white.“ 


How: 
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| How Seldom, I say, is it found, that the al-. 
lurements of wealth, —the promised gaudy 


_ equipage,—with the. insiduous advances of a. 
man, practiced in intrigue, —fail i in conquering 
uncultivated innocence and beauty. The deed. 


is accomplished;—the unthinking fair one yields 
to these insinuations: What succeeds ?—ſhe is 


momentarily. caressed, — the novelty, vanisbed, 
che as momentarily becomes loathed.—She now 
stands as a cruel-+obstacle- to the attainment of 
fresher beauties. From her seducer's hands, 
che is transferred to those of a procuress, and if 
_ good fortune stands not her friend, (and here J 


must digress, by observing, that in instances where 


Fortune has not in some substantial Shape, stood the 
child of 'seduttion's friend, that pity demes their 


Wing enrollęd here), — Then what ?—why, for a 
hort time she is fed like the, silkworm on the 
-Magrant mulberry leaf; aud, when she has shun 
ber. yellow brilliant web of silk, she becomes 
ite brothel's vile, common grub, and in the next 
last state, she shakes her trembling emaciated 


wings; and now having answered the full pur- 


Pose : 


— 
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poses of her sbort, hapless destiny, lowly she 


droops and flutters, till death relieves her from 
an accumulated mass of misery and corruption, 


ere three transient summers have Passed o'er 


her unhappy head. 


Ohl! in what al complicated light, do 
mankind view seduction.— The sworn friend 
will often attempt to corrupt his own: friend's 

sister, who having a sister himself, would 
deal destruction on that man who prospered in 
the ruin of his own. The father, who be- 
Holds: before him a rising progeny of innocence 
and beauty, will, without remorse, ſeduce his 
neighbour's daughter, which, if retaliated upon 
himself, might. diſpatch himsto his grave. How 
often do we find instances · of one act of seducs 
tion involving and precipitating many an in- 


nocent object in ruin and infamy.“ The 


sister · ruined leads the brother to the field to 
avenge her wrongs by the death of his friend, 
| whilst 


ne recent conduct of Colonel * stands a glaring proof 8 * 
mese observations. 
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| Abilst that friend; ITY CO to answer the 


claims and calls of honor,—perhaps imbrues 
his hands in the blood of the very man whose 


sister he had seduced.— And on the other hand, 
whilst this father overwhglms the mother and 
his daughter's ruin, in one fatal crush, he too 
often (though juſtly) finds, that the equal de- 


crees of fate, entomb himself and his own fair 
innocent offspring in the same ultimate abyss 


| 8 


But, *neverthdleſs, if the 52aucers Shs feel 
their just and home deserts, I cannot conceive 
that domestic persecution should-extend to the 


seduced. —Nay, I absolutely -eontradict and 


condemn this act of thoughtless:injustice; for 
by these very imprudent and -unkindred-like 
measures, do we meet with so many fair and 
hapless beauties wandering in the thorny paths 


of prostitution. Brothers and parents should 
endeavour to heal their sisters and their chil- 


.dren's wounds, in lieu of irritating and ex- 


eng * * che rigid laws of 


morality, 
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morality, and the doctrines of chastity may call 
for condemnation m these unfortunate instances, 
still I will maintain (let sophism be laid to my 
charge or not) that the calls of humanity,—the 
claims of kindred affgction,—nay, that policy 
itself, actually and uequivocally here demand 
the balm of solace and protection, and not the 
blister of prejudice and persecution: And, think- 
ing as J do for myself, I would, either as guar- 
dian, —brother, —or parent, act like honest old 
Grey, in the Chapter of Accidents, and take my 
poor sacrificed Cecilia to my arms, whilst one 
single spark of virtue and innocence remained 


behind. 


* 


Your's, &c. 


LETTER 
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LET Tar II. 


Ars. A 


Arnons all ue Characters chat. I shall 


have an opportunify of introducing at distinct 
times into this cor: spondenee, none, perhaps, 


may interest you more, than the one I am now | 
about to mention. —* 


Though Mrs. C. is not what we denominate 


A perfect beauty, still there is an irresistible some- 


Thing, so engaging and attractive in her fea- 


tures, person, and manner, that strikes you 


With 
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_ with instantaneous admiration nd dour A 


is a magnet in miniature 


"Th. 


There's language in her eye, "Yer cheek and lip, 
Nay her foot speaks.;' her wariton spirits look out 
At every joint and motion of her body,” + 


Another circumstance- that entitles her to 
your interest. is her msfortunes—(aclaim that 
must always interest your feelings on this, or 


any other future subject) - misfortunes never- 


theless which she has endured. with uncommon 
fortitude. 


— 


Mrs. C. has, inder, experienced her stormy 
day; and here, in the common oourse of re- 
mark I must observe, — that if she would not 
precipitate her little bark so often on the cy- 
therian shoals of extravagance, she might yet 


establish a handsome independency. Fain would 
J recommend this to her most serious. consider - 


ation. — Beauty, in her unsettled, n 
sphere of life, but too soon fades! — That 
beauty departed—comes. cool, sullen neglect, — 

s * 
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Mrewell, after, to every every worldly comfort 
and happiness, if you have not well reaped 


while the sun smiled—if you have not got in 
your harvest before the coming of the rainy 
Mrs. C. has not yet seen more than four- 
and- twenty years, yet from the period of her 
Hirst entering into life, no woman, perhaps, has 
experienced the vicissitudes of fortune more; 
and, on the other hand, not a woman scarcely, 


who has profitted so Iittle from that experience. 


Our Heroine's original name, was that of 
M—y Ae, but as Mary, and Jenny, and 
Sukey, and Sally, are common and inelegant 
names, adopted by christianity for those fair 


who have once slept in Ida's shade, they are in 


general s metamorphoſed to Louiſa, Harriet, 
Juliet, and Sophia, —of courſe $—--a C-89—s 


sounds more attractively conſpicuous, than 


P—y W—d—e; by the same rule, as Miss 
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Eliza Timbertop does to the coarse e Betcy 
Blackberry.” 


Mrs. C—s father was once a Stoy-maker 
in Holborn, but misfortunes drove him from 
thence, to a more humble situation in the 
Strand; and it was at this period that our 
heroine, from the neglect of her parents, and 
her association with the sons of the cleaver, 


in Hunger ford-Market, firſt forfeited her virtue. 


The Fashionable Cypriad, for pride's sake, 
conceal their original Lovers,—if they have 
been of a low and humble distinction the 


same as they i in general do, the real fathers of, 


those children, who have been lowly and hum- 
bly born;—the bantlings are then ushered 
into the world as adopted cousins or mieces,— 

though the tender feelings and natural anxietics 
of the mother, soon proclaim the silly subter- 


fuge. 
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The first time that I find Mrs. C. abſent 
from her domestic roof, was, when ſhe ex- 
changed it for lodgings in South-MMoulton Street, 
and that with a Mr. Ph—i/—ps. This gentle- 
man however, became -afterwards so honestly 
attached to our heroine's person and beauty, 
that he actually intended to confirm this at- 
tachment with the nuptial obligation. — But this 


auſpicious · intention Mrs. C. improvidently dis- 


sipated, after three months cohabitation, by 
suddenly eloping from her lover, and this three 
days only before tlie intended marriage ;—fool- 
ishly prostituting herself to an army pauper—a 
Scarlet beggar ho carrietl. her off with him to 
GCuernscy; and after having defeated one of the 
fairest and clearest prospects of our heroine's 
Jife, he shortly after abandoned, and left her on 
the island, in the greatest distress. | 


On Mrs. C—5-embarrassed. situation gaining 
ground and knowledge, in Guernsey, her misfor- 
tunes, with her fascinating beauty, (still more 
enriched and adorned by the charms and tender- 
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THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAP;. 13: 
ness of youth) soon rendered her the merited 
object of pity.— But stil in the first instance, 
her cruel, ill-wayward destiny, gave her over 
to the offers of one, Who in her inexperienced 
opinion, could afförd her every comfort.— 
This character was an elderly gentleman of the 
army, who, most unfortunately, two or three 
days after his proffered services, was arrested 
for debt, and of courſe compelled to seek that 
friendly relief himself, which he otherwise per- 
haps, would have generously afforded Mrs. C. 

; — 


Our beautiful heroine has had, at various 
times, such a plurality of gallants, that it would 
not only prove - a difficult; but also a tedious 
undertaking, to pursue her through the many 
encumbered ' mazes of intrigue she, has been 
wandering in for these three years past, -an 
undertaking in fact which would extend beyond 
the proposed limits of this correspondence. 
Suffice it therefore to ſay, that ſhe was fortu- 
pately extricated from her embarrassed Situation 
at Guernsey, and that under the protection of 

| the 
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dhe person who came forward to assist her 
there, she soon after found her wot. safe again 
to England. 


Subsequent to this, I next—or near upon the 
above adventure, find Mrs. C — once more 
quitting the pale-faced aliffs of Britain, with the 
flattering prospect of amending her fortunes in 
France.—In this enterprize she was accompanied 
(and persuaded to it) by a. female native 
of that Kingdom. —But here again she ex- 
perienced fresh disappointments and distresses, 
and so exaggerated, in this instance, were her 
embarrassments in Paris, that she was obliged 
to part with her apparel for common sus- 
tenance: and at length, having encountered all 
the difficulties that result from poverty, indis- 
cretion,. and inexperience, she was, by dint of 
fortitude and resolution, at last enabled to es- 
cape from the adverse shores of Gaul. 


On Mrs. C——'s return to 1 I find 


her at least as alia, in cohabitation with | 
. 
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Mr. Nuby, in Bater- Street, and whose 
name, upon the spur of the connexion, she 
adopted. With this. gentleman. our heroine 
might apparently have lived with comfort and 
credit, but the instability of her temper. and for- 
tes ordered it otherwise; and if J mistake not, 
it happened during her connexion with Mr. 
N- Ay, that she first met with Major 
C——, who was then a minor. 


With the Major I once more find our heroine - 

in Guernsey, but how long she continued there 

I cannot pretend concisely to ascertain; neither 

the cause of her first separation with this her. 

new lover: — But in her next conspicuous situa- 

tion, she dashes away as the mistress of Mr. 
Br—n, a rich West-Indian ;—with this gen- 
ueman che also resided in Baker-Street, (the 

| furniture, &c. here being her own property,) 
therefore the above connexion with the Major. 
must only have been a transitory one, ori- 
ginating perhaps from the flighty whim of the 

moment. 

3 | Indeed, 
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Indeed, I must. again take the opportunity of 


observing here, that to pursue the zig-zag course 
of this lady's indiscriminate galläntries, would 

hardly be a subject of possibility; —or at least of 
exact authenticity. — Nay, it may be a questi- 
onable matter if they could be regularly au- 
thenticated by herself; —and' if they could, it 
wall scarcely be supposed, that I should inter- 
rogate her upon that delicate point. 


Our West-Indian's attachment to Mis. C— 
was such that he agreed to allow her C. 1400 


for her annual expenditure; presenting her, at 


the same time, with. an elegant ' carrrage.— 
In mentioning this last cireumstance, an 
epigram strikes- me, that-I have somewhere 
hit upon, and the point of which may 
fairly hold with our heroine, whenever she 
makes a dash, or, rather a Slasl, with new 
carriages, &c. E 


«Poll's 9 & six — Whither! in such 8 
4 But a short journey: — to her own undoeing! Py 


This 


3 


his 
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Fhis connexion, however, with the West- 


Indian lasted only three months; in which pe- 


riod Mr. B— had advanced our heroine 500. . 
The dissolution of this auspicious* compani-- 
onship, aroſe from a fit of jealousy on the part 
of the lady, for the Indian's cayenne disposition 
not suiting with, the flayors of: a+little- oyster: 
sauce, that his mistress applied one evening to 
a tender part of his pericranium, he suddenly 
took his leave, and from that period ceased all 
connexion with his inflated mistress. 


It may be mferred from hence, that Mrs. C—'s 
temper inclines to the passionate cast: Even 
so it is, but then, like tempers of violent ex- 
tremes, her choler soon dissolves, and dissolving 
melts into that softness which must as forcibly. 
operate on your feelings, as the waters of Lethe 
are supposed to have done on the memories of 


the Heathens. Indeed, for my part, I would 


cheerfully acknowledge the receipt of a whole 
barrel of oysters upon my pericranium, in Mrs. 
C—'s chort lived moments of passion, if I could 

C | afterwards 
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afterwards. command those sweet endearments 
which are in her power to bestow on the return 
of tenderness and reason. —But in the recent 
instance of our Weſt Indian, it appears, that he 
neither gave our heroine time or opportunity to 
receive any farther impressions than what his 
head had already experienced, —of course his 


head must have possessed more 59ftness than his 
heart. 


After Mrs. C—'s sudden separation from 
Mr. B-—:;, she launched out into the most 
_ thoughtless extravagance to preserve appear- 
ances,—Wwhich indiscreet conduct and false con- 
ception, overwhelmed her at once with innu- 
merable difficulties, debts, and duns,—debts that 
nina very short time amounted to £2000. 


To make use here of a very vulgar idiom, 
thens are no distinction of people pay through the 
nose so much and exorbitantly as the fashionable 
cypriad. Their frequent urgencies and conti- 
nual extravagances demand and look for credit, 

—the 
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che tradesman can, therefore, cheerfully allow 
the credit, as he always, 'on these occasions 
trebles the value of bis commodity :—Whilst 
the women, on the other hand, are entirely 
careless to the charges made, because they in- 
discreetly and most impolitically conceive, that 


their gallants must ultimately satisfy them all. — 


But in the end, when men experience time after 
time, these incessant calls on their purses, and 
find their mistresses so negligent of their mutual 


interest, the most violent attachment must ul- 


timately abate and cease. I cannot, in any in- 
ſtance refer more pointedly on this subject than 
to our heroine, the effect of this folly she has 
more than once experienced,” most materially 
80, in relation to a recentircumstance. 


There is scarcely, I believe, one vicious 
leading feature attached to Mrs. C—'s character, 
but unbounded extravagance.—In her diet, 
she is temperate to an extreme, never tasting 
Strong liquors, and but very moderately in · 


dulgent in her wine. — Amiable, engaging, and 


C2 interesting 


— 2 ——— 4 
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interesting in her manners, possessing the most 
generous feelings and the most benevolent heart; 


— affable and kind to all about her, when she 


gives, the endowment is enriched and enhanced 
with a smile, —and such a smile as indicates the 
sensibility and generosity of the lovely donor; 
the friend, in short, of all those she conceives 
worthy and wanting her friendship: yet all 
this time wanting herself a little prudence, ceco- 
nomy, and circumspection, —acquisitions had 
She ever been blest with, would have long since 
rendered her independent both of the world and 
its opinions. 


I hope it will be discerned as my distinguishing 
principle through this correspondence, to do 
every justice to a woman's amiable qualities; 
that the sisterhood who do not possess them al- 
together, may be stimulated to a laudable imi- 
tation in the points where they may be most 
deficient. At the same time I shall alſo en- 
deavour to expose folly, where I find her madly 
conspicuous, that the fair cypriad may view her 

own 
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own deformity in the mirror I shall hold before 
her. Profusion and thoughtless extravagance, 
nine times out of ten, are the ruin of the fashi- 
onable cytherians; and as no class of women 
possess a warmer propeibity, or exercise that 
inclination in so extended view, for the relief 
of their distrest fellow creatures, I conceive and 
feel it as a subject of pity and regret, that they 
should not always be blest with the means as 
well as the disposition to continue and enforce 
the generous emanations and dictates of their 
benevolent hearts. 


"I 


. 


Mrs. C — was next extricated from her 
pecuniary embarrassments, and once more ren- 
dered solvent by Major C——, who prevailed 
upon her creditors to come into a composition 
of ten shillings in the pound. And here I cannot 
refrain from observing, that if these extortionate 
and unconscionable creditors had received but 
the moiety of that, their real claims then would 
have been sufficiently paid. It is such creditors 
as these that are the ruin of the Fashionable 


C3  Cypraad, 
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.Cypriad,—these unfortunate women are their 
chief prey and existence; — they firſt feed upon, 
then laugh at them, — then dun them, — then 
arrest them, then penetrate them into the hor- 
rors of a prison, and when a woman has once 
been entangled in @ prison, then farewell after- 
wards. to all principle and propriety, —“ The 
paths of prison lead but to the grave.“ In the 
instance I am now alluding to, it is a two-fold 
grave, the grave of infamy and corruption. | 


I do not mean to insinuate that tradesmen in 

general are open to these phillippics, — no, but 
then it has been a peculiar observation of mine, 
that one distinct file of tradesmen are concerned 
in dealings with the .cytherian corps; and one 
greedy rogue recommends his brother, as soon 
and eagerly.as oue poor.thoughtless female fool 
recommends an unfortunate sister. | 


| Another unfortunate crisis of Mrs.. Gn: s life 


Was | the period of her society with , when 
he was with his regiment on the Frontiers.— 
'There 
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There are various reports concerning this affair, 
though there is no doubt but that our heroine. 
was an abused woman.— When we consider her 
Situation and sex, protection certainly became 
her due, and whatever indiscretions Mrs. C— 
might have been guilty of, they certainly did 
not merit the unmanly treatment she met with 
in a strange country, and in a foreign camp,— 
nay, | 

— i the general camp, 

Pioneers and all, had tasted her sweet body, 


that could not warrant her being turned out, 
naked, in the middle of the night, from her in- 
hospitable tent, and exposed, in this helpless si- 
tuation, both to our own and the Austrian sol- 
diery. Her state at this time would have been 
pitiable indeed, had not the valtt of — fur- 
nished her with a wrapping coat, and otherwise 
sheltered her from the bitterness of the night. 


It is insinuated by some, that the cause of her 
ill- treatment was the result of her own folly 
5 and 
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and indiscretion;— no indiscretion, however, 
Hught to provoke a blow from a man and a 
ſoldier:— no folly can palliate a woman's being 
untented in the middle of the night, and exposed, 
naked, to its damps and inelemencies.— Mrs. 
-C— was not the wife of the man, therefore not 
amenable to his will or authority.—If she had 
acted inconsistently to his judgment, sure there 
were more proper seasons and methods to exer- 
cise his spleen and resentment, than at a time 
and in a manner so unwarrantably brutal and 
unfeeling; — even a banditti 


-« will not use a woman lawlessly.” 


It is said by some, that from Mrs. C—-'s un- 
restrained and indistinct connexion with the 
officers in camp, that she - communicated an 
infection, Which became the cause and pretext 
ar her subsequent ill: treatment. To the con- 
4rary, however, of this L have heard, that - | 
carried this distemper with him from England, 
and that our heroine, on this occasion, un- 
Aertook the tender offices of a nurse. 


2 Upon 
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| Upon Mrs. C—'s debts being discharged in 

Baher-Street, she immediately disposed 6f her 
equipage and furniture, —and, after having en- 
eountered the greatest hardships and difficulties, 
both at home and.abroad, I next hear of her 
being quartered in various lodgings, the last of 
which was in Queen-Ann-Street-East, Here slie 
continued but for a shert time, and from thence 
removed to her present house in 7Tichfield-Street, 
and which she elegantly furnished through the 
channel of brokerage. 


During the latter part of our heroine's re- 
sidence in Bater- Street, it is well known that 
she was continually haunted by the Sheriff's 
afficers, vulgarly yclept bailiffs; and an anecdote 
occurred on one of these occasions that exem- 
plified a ready spirit and proper resentment on 
her part of the question.—Sir Thomas 
had long been an assiduous though not a suc- 
cessful dangler in this quarter of the town, and 
was incessantly tendering his services to Mrs. 
of ©, when, one day, as she was in the custody 

| of 


TFT 


house in Titchfield-Street, She gave her warrant 
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of George the Third, by the grace of 'God, &c. 
the gentleman's accidental appearance opened a 
fair opportunity of putting his professions to the 
proof. Sir {homas, on this emergent appli- 
cation, immediately manifested a striking in- 
stance of his generosity, and most liberally ten- 
dered Mrs. C— @ couple of guinens, to extricate 
her on this embarrassing occasion. She, how- 
ever, on experiencing this proof of his disin- 
terested friendship, instantly rang the bell for a 
Servant, and ordered her to take a sheet of brown 


paper and light that fellow out of the house. 


It was in lodgings that our heroine originally 


Formed her connexion with a certain clerical 


gentleman, and which connexion generated a 
thousand embarrassments.— This gentleman's 
income was slender, and such as it was, it be- 
came of course the superior claim of + a * and 
three children. | 


; When Mrs, C— contrived to furnish the 


of 
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of attorney to pay off the sum by monthly in- 
stallments:— But the strong connexion she had 
formed with the church, soon rendered these 
stipulated payments impossible, and the con- 
sequence of course was, that the broker put in 
his execution. —The execution, however, was 
soon removed by Sta—e, the atterney;—our 
heroine had not far to look for a friend, —she 
finds friends every where, but the one the most 
material, and that is—the friend in and to 
herself. 


Mrs. C—'s connexion with the Divine 
continued for twelve months, during which 
period they were considerably indebted to the 
pawnbrokers for their mutual ſupport. Our 
heroine, in this large space of love, pledged al- 
most every thing she possessed; nor can there 
exist a doubt but that her clerical paramour 


equally distressed himself upon the same 
occasion. 
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Our heroine's good and evil stars appear 
«embodied in one sphere, and though the latter 
for the most part eclipsed the other during her 
-connexion with this gentleman, the good one 
on a sudden darted an auspicious ray, and illu- 
mined Peter F——e, Esq. the banker, on his 
way to Titchfield-Sireet,—the late abode of mu- 
tual attachment and distress, and with whom 
she now chzgfly continues to live. | 


At present it is said that Mrs. C— is now as 
much disgusted with her clerical lover as she 
was formerly enamoured of him; —this may be 
the caſe,—the lady indeed so reports, and I have 
too much manners to question her word and 
sincerity on the occasion. 


* 


{ 


Our heroine's good stars did not stop here, 
but being assisted by that harlequinade lady 


Chance they found means to conjure up His 


Grace of B——4, and bind him in their spells; 
—not, however, by the magic of a wooden 
Lath, but with the more persuasive charms of a 
well- 
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well- nibbed goose-quill. And here I must ob- 
serve that the appendages of these unfortunate 
Michaelmas victims ought to be esteemed with 
as much gratitude and veneration by my present 
fair subject, as the snowy coated owners of them 
were once held by the Romans. 


The first time that Mrs. C— particularly at- 

tracted and fixed the attention of the patriotic 
R-55-/, was at the Opera; —but though his 
Grace strongly eyed our heroine, and she as 
significantly eyed him, still these reflective 
glances did not that night effect the impress 
absolute, or the visit domicil; the impression, 
however, supposed to be made was suthciently. 
flattering and encouraging on the part of the 
lady.— Mrs. C— is not one of those who 


ever told her love, 
But let concealment, like a worm i'th' bud, 
Feed on her damask cheek. 


No, no, on the contrary, she immediately 
wrote to the Duke on the subject, and his Grace 
| | was 


oy 
wits 
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was at her feet in the short space of two hours, 


after the receipt of her letter. 


There was a very plausible invention that 


made its appearance last Summer, in an inter- 
esting morning paper, under the title of 
Haut- Ton; there were three of them, if J re- 
member right, and every one of them, F am 
certain, was the fabrication of a facetious wit, 
who is in the habit of writing for that print. 
They might have afforded him and his readers 
some food for euriosity and entertainment, but 
the ingredients, I believe, were not very pa- 


latable to the parties, so conspicuously and ro- 


mantieally brought forward on the occasion. — 
Nevertheless, it must be confessed; that Mrs. 
C— is now become fair game for any literary 
sportsman to bring down, having made herself 
long since an object of notoriety. 


first interview of any consegquencs with the Duke, 


But 


True it is, as before stated, that our heroine's 


was occasioned by an epistolary invitation. 


-= 
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But this plan, I understand was: jointly con- 


certed and executed by Mrs. G and another 


female, whose name (not being a Cypriad) I 
cannot with propriety and conformable to. my. 
plan, introduce into this work... 


The aforesaid Divine is brought forward 
and highly complimented as the author of these 
elegant. letters ;—bombastic, however, would 
have been a more appropriate nomination for 
them, but the real author has styled them elegant; 
therefore I shall not furtherattempt to interrogate 
the propriety of is appellation.. 


The point, nevertheless, that implicates 
him in this business, is highly preposterous 
and improbable. Is it to be supposed, (just for 


the sake of a moment's argument, ) that this 


gentleman, who stands conspicuous in the 
sphere of fashion, though his finances could not 
correspond with the extravagance of Mrs. C—, 


would, in the moment of spleen and wan- 


tonness, endeavous 80 forcibly to make 
himselt 
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himself appear in the world's eye as the palpable 
pander to her prostitution? No, hardly. pos- 
sible; — but then it will be questioned how 
these letters obtained access to public view ?— 
Surreptitiously, scarcely credible The Duke 
of B—— 4 had no knowledge of the affair at 
least I think bis word and honor may be cre- 
dited on the occasion, for in an interview af 
terwards with Mrs. C— on the subject, his 
Grace so expressed himself. And lastly, with 
regard to our /eromme herself, I think I can 
safely acquit her of either inclination, means, 
or capability of introducing this correspondence 
to the public attention. 


But to carry my suppesitions a little further, 
Ils it possible that the Duke was that gudgeon 
as to be caught by such a monstrousity of bom- 
Hast?— The letters say that his Grace humoured 
the joke, as he knew Mrs. C— could neither 
write or read. — The humouring, however, of 
this joke, certainly cost the Duke, from first to 
last, an infinite deal of time and expence, as he 
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publickly supported Mrs. C— as his mistress 
for eleven months afterwards, and also gave 


her the privilege of using his name for what⸗ 


ever she might require; and which indulgence, 


in the end, was the cause of their separation, 


as our heroine exercised it rather too far. Ad- 
ded to this, Mrs. C— can both read and write: 
she may not write, indeed, like the other wo- 
men of England, (as Swift observes) from one 
angle of the paper to the other; and though 


incapable of making heterogeneous flights of 


fancy, and extracts from English, French, or 


Italian authors—she can dictate and express 


herself in a stile more likely to succeed with a 
man of the Duke's sense and discernment, than 
by adopting, (if it was actually in her power to 
do so) the hyperboles of the elegant author of 
the Haut- Ton. 


In another respect, J don't believe Mrs. C—s 
is much of a mythologiſt ; nor do I conceive 
that she has penetrated yet so high as the ce- 


Jestials. The Duke, as the letters with great 


D dignity 
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dignity remark, may be a very godlike man ibur 
our heroine, no doubt, soon found him, like 


other men, to be only mortal. 


; The Seed enge, therefore, last summer, 
at Brighton, stood as thus, and which I shall 
sum up a little in the fashion of Dr. ** 


| £, . A ms Ass. 


The writer enjoying his conceit and his 


laugh Inpostor Moliere— Hum I— The smirk- 


ing misses turning up their little noses, and 
wondering how so 'god/ike a man as the Duke 
of B— 4 could condescend to put up with such 
à little bit of a drab —Envy—Spencer Hum]. The 
ancient tabbies surprising and elegantly expres- 


sing themselves, how his -Grace could be such 


a dd Ass.— The Humours of Bartholemew 


Fair —Hum !—The city prigs swearing, that 


gad's curse their souls, if it did not all serve the 
little ##**#* as she deserved, and that now they 
were determined not to care a fig about her 


* 


Living. — Reynolds — Hum] Parson 4 
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An cer; becoming coct-sure that he should 
now get into a good thing for nothing C lcap 


treating the whole with contempt, Man of the 
World. — Macklin—Hum ! — and, poor Mrs. 


=, patiently submittting her ivoried neck to 
the literary axe—She Stoops to Conquer. — Gold- 


smith—Hum !—So ends this humming * 
sion. 


* 


But to continue. — This same letter was the 


origin of our heroine's established connexion 
with the Duke. Her features and manners, in 
the first instance, attracted his attention, and 


this she still stronger engaged by a well con- 


ceived stratagem. 


Mrs. C—s was the Duke's mistress for eleven 
months, and in which period she expended the 
sum of { 3000. Of her manners and person his 
Grace could never be sui feited. Her breath is 
as sweet as the new- blown rose. Temperance 
is rarely to be found among the cyprian sister- 
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hood, but our heroine-1s particularly distin- 


guished for the possession of that cardinal vir 


tue. She never applies hot and rebellious 
liquors to her blood;*” no woman more cor- 
rectly clean and delicate at all points—possess- 


ing at all times an easy and engaging command 


of conversation.—In short, she can altogether 


render herself an object of inclination, atten- 


tion, and admiration. But then — fatal ble- 
mish ! Mrs. C—s's extravagance is unbounded; 
and though there is scarcely a nobleman more 
generous to his mistresses than his Grace of 
B——2, still, as I have observed before, inces- 
sant applications to a man's purse, must weary 


in the end, when they extend to a thoughtless 


4 


profusion. So thus it happened in the present 


instance; and Mrs. C—s, after a career of ele- 
ven months, lost the man by whom she was 
sincerely. beloved, and to whom she was also 
firmly attached, though on the separation she 
gained the liberal ee of Lu 1000. from the 
Dake, 


Our 
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Our heroine, during the period she lived 
with his Grace of B——4, not only extricated 
herself from all her former embarfassments, (for 
I must observe, that whilst a single guinea re- 
mained in her possession, she would neither keep - 
it back when a claim of right appealed for it, 
or when an object of distress sued for it) but 


she also came. forward, and in a point, de- 


licate indeed of its oomplexion, and of which 
the world may say, was her due so to do; 
though, in contradiction to that opinion, I will 
subjoin, it was an obligation she was not alto- 
gether enjoined to subscribe to: the absolute 
necessity, therefore, being laid aside, the more 
amiable and beautiful will the voluntary good. 
action appear. | 


During the æra of her laſt good fortune, 
(and may that good fortune ever continue at- 
tached to our heroine, proving; as it has done, 
happily for those whose fortunes: have turned 
upon the adverse axis) she took and furnished 

a house in Somer's- Toon, for tlie residence aud 
| comforts- 
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comforts of her father, mother, and sisters: one 
of whom, Mary Anne, she soon afterwards ap- 
prenticed to Miss B—s, a respectable milliner 
in Hanover-Street, and for whose apprentice 
fee she generously paid ninety guineas ! ! Her 
other sister, Susan, has also been placed at a gen- 


* 


teel boarding-school in Richmond. 


Mrs. C—s took an elegant house, last sum- 
mer, in eu- Lane, Richmond, where she 
gave the most splendid entertainments.— In this 
respect, excepting Mrs. Thompson, she soars 
beyond the cytherian sisterhood: - with her she 
stands conspicuous for elegance and extrava- f 
gance, though not at all behind. in either of 
these points, with her cypriad cotemporary.— 
But say, Sophia, if thy adverse day should 
chance to lour o'er thy generous soul if mea- 
gre want and sullen neglect should overtake 
| thee ever, where wilt thou look for this return ſ 
of beneficence and hospitality? ? perhaps, no 
where, — Accident * rob thee of thy beauty 
; 8 . 
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ww Sweet in ſcent, in colour bright, 


f Justice, and Fortitude; could she but command 
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The roſe's age is but a day, 
It's bloom the pledge of its decay; . 


It blooms at morn, and fades at night. 


And fortune, at the same time, weary of 
granting, and indignant, at having ill- used her 
frequent bounties, may withdraw her smiles 
some day for ever. Then farewell to Sophia 
Cussans, and once more appears in view poor 
Mary Milabore. 1 5 8 


Three of the cardinal virtues I have proved 
that Mrs. C—s is possessed of, Temperance, 


the first and most essential Prudence, as stand- 
ing the eldest sister of the 3 she might 


then say 
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i, There is one more circumstance (and 
with which I shall conclude, that I anxiously 


recommend to Mrs. C—-s's serious consideration. 


I cannot recommend it as a partial friend, as I 
have not the pleasure of being nominated, in any 
view, as a friend at all; but I recommend it 


as an individual, who heartily wishes her well. 


J have been an observer of her actions and 
career, as far as propriety will allow; or, of 
course, I could not have collected the materials 
of these memoirs. The same, in fact, with 


regard to her, as to every other Fas/uonable 
Cypriad. 


The subject, therefore, that I mean worthy 
her attention, is, the pursuit of the Stage; for, 
according to my humble judgment and discri- 
mination, she possesses such. qualifications, 
which, when brought to a little more maturity, 


will make her an ornament to the profession 1 


recommend, 


| tn 
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In the first view, Mrs C possesses a fine, 
clear, distinct, and pathetic intonation.— She 
has the passions at command, and can commu- 
nicate them to her audience with much feeling 
and facility. Her powers, at present, cannot 
reach the nerve of Tragedy; but still they are 
nicely and beautifully toned for pathetic and sen- 
timental delivery. — Her person, though petite, 
is at all points and shapes, symmetry itself. 


Her carriage and deportment is easy, unaf- 


fected, and unembarrassed.— She treads the 


boards with elegance and dignity Her action is 


confident and good. In private, I know her 


manners to be lively and interesting, and which. 


conveyed on the stage, would render our heroine 
2 fair candidate, either for the smiles of Thalia 


or the tears of Melpomene : at least, I mean to 
say, that spirit and sentiment here are well 
blended, and if Mrs. C—s cannot altogether 
claim the archness and vivacity.of Mrs. Jordan, 


or the deep-toned dignity of Mrs. Siddons, still 


she would not prove an indifferent cotemporary 
either with the one or the other. | 
These 
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These observations result from having seen 
our heroine perform the character of Julia; in 
the Surrender of Calais, and Ellen de Rosalba, in 
che Italian Monk. Allowing for the apprehen- 
sions attending first representations, she appeared 
to me as possessing in a great measure the style 
and pathos of Mrs. S. Kemble, whom many judges 
esteem as one of the first actresses, in whose 
power it rests to excite the feelings and elevate 
the passions of the audience. For my part, I 
had rather be a spectator of the last act, in the 


charming Opera of Inkle and Yarico, when Mrs. 


K— performs the latter part, than the last one 
of all her Sister-in-Law's Lady Macbetlis, Ba- 


Bellas, or in short, any other character she fills, 


Where a tender appeal to the passions is to be 
made and felt. Mrs. C—, in regard to figure, 
possesses a most material advantage, for when 
she appeared in the latter part of the piece, in 
man's apparel, the symmetry and beauty of her 
limbs attracted the attention and admiration of 
the whole audience. ws 


And 2 
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And now, to conclude my remarks on Mrs. 
-£—'s theatrical endowments, I would finally 
recommend her to dedicate as much time as she 
can possibly spare from her cytherian devotions, 
to the more distinguished and honorable charms 
of Thalia and Melpomene.. 


P. S. I have omitted a few points of inform- 
ation, in some parts of this correspondence, and 
which I shall fill up by way of postscript. 


Mrs. C— has been more than once the silly 
dupe of French-women, against whose subtle 
arts and insinuations she is not able to stand. 
A French-woman, in my opinion, is altogether a 
composition, both corporeally and intellectually 
so, of intrigue and dissimulation; at least, 80 
our heroine, to her anguish and sorrow, bitterly 
experienced. For after finding herself robbed and 
stripped of every thing, in Paris, by her gallic 
companion thither, she soon afterwards also 
found 
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found her way into a French prison, where she 
continued, till a remittance from England happily 
relieved her. To mention another instance, she 
came across, last winter, with a Mrs. S——, 


another nominally anglicised French-woman, 
who representing herself to our heroine as a 
disttrest married woman, she generously dis- 
charged all her debts, afforded her immediate 
protection, gave her an assylum at her house in 
Kew-Lane, took her to her heart's care, and 
after having done all this and more, this same 
French serpent stung her protectress in the ten- 
derest points disclosing those secrets which 
gratitude called for concealment, and endea- 
vouring to blacken the character of the very 
woman whose loaf she was in the daily habit 
of _ 


In that part of my letter where I appear 
doubtful in regard to Mrs. C—s's connexion 
with the Major, I have since discovered that she 
lived twice with that gentleman, and that the 
cause of their prior separation sprung from an 
1 accidental 
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accidental circumstance of his detecting our 
heroine in the embrace of 


Es. A reconciliation, however, took place 
previous to the Major's departure for the Con- 
tinent, and on his arrival thither with the re- 
giment, he immediately sent for Mrs. C-. At 
the period I am now writing of, our heroine 
lived in Boulton-Row, under the name of Sophia 
George, the name which she had also passed by 
in South-Moulton-Street, 


Soon after Mrs. C—s's separation with the 
Duke of B— , she put down her carriage, 
but which, and that only very lately, has again 


appeared in view. His Grace, it seems also, 


has once more renewed the connexion, but not 
in so conspicuous a manner as before, — Peter 
F——e, Esg. still continues as the fixed cher 
ami at present, though a dashing intruder lately 


stepped in, whom it was conjectured would 


have-proved the better of the three. This hero 
is a Naval Lieutenant and a minor, who being 
anxious and resolved to anchor his love deep in 

the 
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the bosom of Mrs. C—, gave a bond to settle 
L600. a year on her for life, when he came of 
age, and that under the penalty of C6000. in 
case of forfeiture, which bond our heroine, 
very wisely accepted on an eightpenny stamp.— 
Of course Mrs. C— for a few days enjoyed her 
golden dream, whilst her quandum lover en- 
joyed is waking and more substantial pleasures. 


To conclude, I am now happy to hear, that 
our heroine has lately adopted the best and 
+$urest means of rendering herself an acquisition 
to the stage, and also, in a great measure a 
perfect mistress of the dramatic art. — Mrs. C— 


has put herself under the instruction of Mr. 


\ 


T 


fession, treads not the boards of either house. 


F—n- P-l—r, of Drury Lane Theatre, and 
a better actor, or a better master of his pro- 
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| 


LETTER 


Mrs. VND HAN. 


\ \ HO can resist beauty * blended 


Wich benevolence, —when adorned with - the 


white robe of charity, and cloathed with the 


broad mantle of generosity? Happy in this in- 
stance has it been for the orphan and widow, 
that opportunity, in an unguarded moment, 
robbed this fair woman of what the world calls 


Aer honor ! 


You have known me express my bitter ab- 
horrence against women ripping and destroying 
| each 
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each other's characters, when it is a duty they 
owe to their on sex, — an actual obligation, in 
fact, and a necessary step of policy in them, to 
invigorate their own characters and support 
their own weaknesses.— In lieu, however, of 
concealing each ocher's indiscretions and imbe- 
cillities, they confirm and extend them ;—as thus, 
for example, have I often heard the sex observe 
of each other, —** So and so, is a very beautiful 
girl, — indeed a very sensible girl, and I have had 
every reason to believe a most charitable girl; 
but then, dear me, of what use or avail are 
all these little amiabilities, when you know she 
is nothing more than a woman of the town.” 
So ends the descript plausible, — terminating 
with this good-natured tag the purport of 
which is perhaps already known to the mul- 
-titude, whilst the connected amiabilities are * 
Known to the few. 


| The jewel, best coma. 
Will lose its beauty; and though gold vides ſtill 


That others touch, - yet often touching will 
Wear gold. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. 1 s family: must have been of the 


lowest origin, as in the onset of her life she 


Was. a little wanderer about the fields, near the 


Metropolis, where she collected fuel and other 
materials for household comforts.* Some time 


afterwards I hear of her in the neighbourhood of 
St. Giles, and from whence she found her way to 


a cytherian mansioflat the West end ofthe. Town. 


What Mrs., from her humble sphere 
of life, must have lost in point of education, she 
has since acquired by application and a natural 
inclination to improvement. She has dihgently 
soughi the Graces, and happily has found them. 
The natural disposition, or rather the proper 
ambition she shews to appear as the finished 


gentlewoman, has of course ranked her in che 


first file of cyprian fashion; —in short, she pos- 


sesses all the manners and appearance of the 


woman of fasſtion, and what is still more valu- 
able, she can claim, and most deservedly so, 


those qualities which but few of our titled ladies 


E. can 


* Some also report that «he was a feaper, near London. 
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cn pretend to.—Tn the eye of the world, or, 
rather in the eye of -prejudice (though for that 
the world and prejudice may be considered as 
synonymal.) Virtue, or honor cannot, with 
strict propriety to their opinions and doctrine, 
be enrolled amongst Mrs. X 's leading 
good qualities; — but if, for the loss of that one. 
gem, she makes such a truly noble and ample 
compensation, by succouring the penurious and 
distressed, —by opening her hand and her doors 
to the naked and hungry, —and by suffering 
often for her too exquisite sensibility, She most 
assuredly possesses the strongest claim to dis- 
tinction and admiration. The voice of the 
-world may call our heroine a woman of the | 
town, -vwhilst the voice of humanity appels her 3 
the woman of feeling. Prejudice, again, may i 
call her the Child of Prostitution, whilst, on 
the other hand, Benevolence claims that same 
0 child as her OWN. 


Navin AG erer Vabdt; the coun- 
terpart of Charlotte N Indliam, he never could 
/ have , 
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have been so lavish in his praise of golden 
locks; flaxen tresses in lieu might have adorned 
the snowy shoulders of his fair Angelica. — Her 


teeth also are * white as the snow of Arduen, 


and her features blooming as the bow of the 
Shower.”” Ep 


conjecture, from this brief description of her 
personal charms and private amiabilities, have 
been numerous, so much so in fact as not to 
allow a regular pursuit of them. Her train has 
swept the-cytherian steps of Misdames Fohnstone 
and Meston ; their joint mansions were our 
heroine's habitation for some years, — of course 
she became the subject of indiscriminate gal- 
lantries. From the Hon. C 22 2 
she took and continues her present name,. — 
Lord Sz 
of styling Charlotte 


Mrs. J s gallantries, as you may 


his mistress, and 


there is no doubt but that his lordship, at one 
time, was much attached to her; Captain 


X , however, being once accidentally dis- 


E 2 covgred 


11 had once the fashionable repute 
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covered an the clandestine embrace, Lord 
S ceased.the connexion. How long this 
last warm love continued, I know not, but I 
next find our heroine—at least conspicuously 
connected - as the chere amie of =D—=-, 
Esq. and. now the fair companion of 
Os ie, Esq. M. P. with whom she con- 
tinues to live, in Sloane- Street. t E775 


” 


Mrs. . —, independent of supporting 

family connexions, has always proved the ge- 
nerous friend and protectress of her distressed 
Sisterhood. ..Her. benevolent heart has extended 
its susceptible emanations to objects of various 
distinctions; and. in short she has displayed her- 
self, at all times and on all occasions, the. child 
of feeling and of humanity. 


The deceased Mrs. Gale, whose memory 
must be still fresh and strong among the gay 
world, is, or was, a fair subject to adduce as a 
leading instance of our heroine's dis interested 
generosity. This lady (who was the daughter 

ä of 
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of Colonel -d, and. afterwards married to 
Captain B-——e, but whom she left for Major 
G- e, and. from whom she afterwards took her 
name). was obliged to seek shelter, some years 
ago, in France, to escape the. vigilance of her 


creditors. . Upon Mrs. G's return. to England, 
her arrival, though diligently. kept secret, soon 
found its way to the knowledge of Charlotie 
FF — —, ho immediately commenced and 
obtained a subscription for her - unfortunate 
friend, to che amount of C140. Added to this, 
I shall just relate another existing anecdote of 
our heroine's liberality, and which briefly is 
that she allows Z 20. a year towards the edu- 
cation of Mrs. H—1—e's children, an actress 
belonging to Colman's little Theatre, and whose 
comic abilities are sufficiently known to the 
public. 


Is not this well? — Then sleep soundly, 
Charlotte, hug thy. pillow with an honest con- 
fidence, the world may sprinkle it with the 
dewy tear, forced by the poisonous essence of 

slander, 
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Slander, envy, and prejudice, —a reflective con- 
Science still will be thy bosom friend. Heed 
not, therefore, the tribunal of disappointed 
prudery,—look only to the tribunal of futurity, 
and the Almighty attribute of Mercy will as 
cheerfully welcome the tender child of charity, 
as the spotless daughter of chastity. 
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LETTER IV. 


Mrs. HART E LI. 


5 Anas: at all. times and in all points, 
when occurring in this correspondence, must 
look for reproof. Mrs. Gs has been pro- 
perly tasked for thoughtless extrayagancies; 
therefore, on the other hand, it is not to be sup- 
posed that its contrary position—meanness,— 
should escape due correction also: But more 
of this anon. _— [$14 


Mrs. 83 is the wife of one E21. d, 
from whom she deserted for many striking 
reasons, 
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tated elopement, was 
Who supported our heroine, in a genteel style, 
but who, after a cohabitation also of. eight . 
months, was obliged reluctantly to leave her, 
through the. menaces of her husband, Who, 
having discovered their retreat, threatened to 
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reasons, after a cohabitation of four years. The 


gentleman she first lived with after this necessi- 


O w—y, Es. 


bring an ACER. against his. wife's paramour. 


Mrs. H 
Sereet, where she lay in of her second child, by 
He-, and during which period she was 
entirely supported by Mr. Q—w—y,: though he 
had at the time given up all- idea of ever. rex 
newing the connexion... 


Upon eee she next became 
acquainted with Major H, and then with 
the Duke of C——e, who took a ready fur- 
nished house for her, in St. Fames's-Place, pre- 


senting her at the same time with linen to the 
amount of ( 200. and a carriage with corres- 
pondent 


on this removed to Titchffeld- 
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pondent equipage, &c.— This connexion, how-w- 
ever, lasted only five months, in which period 
his Grace had- given Hookham, in Baud-Street, 
an order to- provide his mistress: with an elegant 
library, but which order was countermanded on 
some strong suspicions of .infidelity . being en- 
tertained on his part, against our heroine, and in 
which period,, also, the Duke was sued by the 
husband for an illicit, cohabitation with his wife. 


But bis Grace not chusing to have his name 


brought, forward in such, an. affair, compro- 
mised the matter with him for the sum of C200. 


The slonder cause Which gave birch to this fit 
of jealousy on the. part of the. Duke, briefly 


Stood, as thus. Mrs. H, in one of her 


frolics, some few years since at Acot- Heath 
Races, thought proper to migrate from her 
coach and four, to the phaeton of a dashing 
young Officer. — During their charioteering 
round the course, they were unfortunately en- 


countered by the Duke, who, in the momentary 


heat 2 impatient jealousy, instantly set off to 
Town, 
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Town, and going to our heroine's house, in 
St. James -Place, his Grace, from some clan- 
destine motive, or inflated pique, told the ser- 
vants, tlcht their mistress would not be home 
that night. Mrs. H x however, SOON 
after arrived, and immediately sent to the Duke, 
entreating an interview to explain, but which 
solicitation was refused. His Grace, never- 
theless, embassied Captain — s to learn 
what amount would discharge her debts con- 
tracted. during his cohabitation? Our unfor- 
tunate heroine nominated but a very scanty 
sum, which was accordingly forwarded by the 
same channel, with a generous permission for 
her to continue in St. Fames's-Place, till she 
could conveniently accomodate herself with 
another lodging, and 


Thus ends this strange eventful history. 


The officer above alluded to, who had been 
the innocent cause of Mrs. Hs forfeiting 
the High esteem of her noble paramour, imme- 
diately offered our heroine his protection; — 
1 this 
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this offer was of course accepted, but the con- 
nexion existed no considerable length of time, as 
the hero soon experienced that his new mistress 
was not altogether celebrated for her — ad- 


herence to constancy. 


After this connexion - commenced by chance, 
and probably terminated by causes of a similar 
tendency, I next find Mrs. H- with her 
former friend, Major H s, and surely 
never could a pair be found of more congenial. 
tempers, habits, and inclinations. 


In the onset of this correspondence T have 


dwelt upon the word meanness,—T meant at 


first only to apply it in a single instance, — but 
now I think it may, with every propriety, be 
extended to a double view;—at least it will soon 
be discovered, how far facts can substantiate 
these insinuations. 


The Major and Mrs. H———, a few sum- 
mers since, cohabited together, at Mar gaie, in a 
house 
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hause upon the Fort, but his duty frequently 


summoned him to Town, this necessary ab- 
sence of course afforded a necessary, or rather 
a. necessitous opportunity for our heroine to gal- 
lant it with most of the officers stationed on the 
spot, —at least with those who were occas:- 
onally visitors at the house on, the Fort; and as 
the Major's allowance was the large sum of 
Tun ShillingAand Srxpence” per Week, to support 
Mrs. , a child, and a servant!— there 
needs no ghost from the grave to inform us, that 
the lady could not conveniently. or .prudently 
be more retrogade in accepting pecuniary favors, 
than she. was in participating others... | 


As the Major, in the course of the succeeding 
summer, had an invitation to spend it in 


Seotland, he gave our heroine. a mental passport 


to go where she. thought proper. Having a 
sister engaged that season at the YYeymouth 
Theatre, she made choice of that place for her 
summer residence. Here I find. Mrs. H 
violently in love with a Captain Sis, of the 
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Bucks Militia, (still preserving a due reverence 
and predilection for the cloth, no doubt in com- 
pliment and consideration of the Major,) with 
whom she resided the whole time she was at 


Weymouth ;—though I cannot altogether pre- 


tend to compliment this son of scarlet with the 
entire possession of his mistress, as it is well 
known, among the kindred epaulets, that there 
were several others among them who occasion- 
ally shared her. caresscs. 
£ | 9 
From Meymout : Mrs. H——— returned to 
Town. — The Major supposing— (Heaven help 
the ma, or rather Heaven help the woman, it 
she had not been helped to any thing more than 
what her paramour had helped her with) that 
she had been a perfect. emblem of constancy, 


still Looked upon himself in some measure 
bound to continue his alloꝛuance; he therefore 
took lodgings for her. in the Eageware- Road, 
and where she privately received the visits of 
Captain S—. Here, however, from some 
secret motives, the Major informed his mistress, 

that 
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that it was not convenient for him to live with 
her any longer publichly, and therefore recom- 
mended unfurnished lodgings :—liberally pro- 
posing at the same time, to introduce a-few 


comfortable things - upon these high consider- 


ations also, that she must live upon twelve 
Millings per week, and there pass for a widow 


thy weeds ?—Some willow must have shaded 
them beneath the brook of despondency.— Thy 
mind, however o' ertapped the willow, and 
clouded all—in the thick mist of — meanness. 


Major H——s now passed our heroine as a 
widow lady, in 7ohn- Street, Fitzroy-Square, and 
Himself as her Trustee, (in order to enjoy the 
plausible opportunity of continuing his visits) 
for the space of nine months - and so run on 
all this period, without even the allowance, or, 
assistance of—a servant. : 


For this contemptible protection, Mrs. H. 
-gubmitted to the ill- nature and caprice of a man 


„were 


che 
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she long had ceased to love; and possessing si- 

milar mean and narrow principles, -she obtained 

that which she had long and deservedly merited 

the contempt and neglect of all the fashionable 
and gay young men about Town. 


At length, however, by the advice-of a friend, 
che was prevailed upon to part with the Major, 
who, upon their separation re- delivered about 
£20l. out of C200. which she had deposited 
with him on the commencement of their con- 
nexion the remainder of which she had 
drawn from him at different times, to compens 
sate for the scanty allowance he had all along 
settled upon her.— Call ye this living with a 
man ?—Appel it, rather, starving with a man ! 
—Had'st thou lodged, H, with the two 
old hags as described by: Beaumont and Fletcher, 
thou could'st not well have fared worse.-—Indeed, 
I cannot blame thy paramour so much for his 
mean offerings, as thee, for thy mean acceptance 
of them. | | 

It 
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It was not a long time, after our heroine's sa- 


paration from Major H———s, before she 


chanced upon Major 4—b—y, with whom she 
now lives in Arlington-Street.—And, here suffer 
me delicately to observe, that whether it is from 
a natural propensity incapable of being shaken 
by the principles of liberality, and a due regard 
to the decency of a proper and a sufficient pride, 
or, that Mrs. . is unfortunate in meet- 
ing with men who preclude her from exempli- 
fying a single spark of generosity I know not 
—at least so far, that I cannot take upon myself 
minutely to ascertain but still so far can I au- 


thenticate, that I now actually find her, as a 


mere servile Fashionable Cypriad— (for fash- 
ionable she certainly-stands, or no introduction 
of Mrs. H——-would be brought forward in 


this. correspondence)—cantering after the serv- 
ants in the kitchen, with a large bunch of keys 


attached: to her apron, (like Miss Hardcastle in 


her menial capacity) to see they do not give 
away the broken victuals— (id est, if they have 
any to give) —in short, and to conclude, with 
our 


1 
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our heroine, she must entertain a very humble 


opinion of those attractions which personally she 


possesses to an eminent degree, or she would 


never submit to be little better than an upper 


servant, who sees the dinner well cooked and 
served up, — then slips on a clean apron and heads 
her master's table; —and next, by way of re- 
ward for her culinary abilities, she comes in for 
a treat now and then to the Opera, or to see a 
new representation at either of the Theatres. 


P. S. I have forgot to observe, that whilst 


Mrs. H — lived with the Major, a gentle- 
man of the name of G-, an Hibernian, with 


whom she intrigued, always expressed a wish 
to stand her friend; but on application to him, 
after she had left H. s, these promises 
were found to stand only upon the same un- 
certain shallow ground as the Park, and £500. 
a year. 


F LETTER 


e ⁰˙— . r 


Mrs, GIB BS. 


'Þ ins lady's family name is Logan, and she 
ranks as «the third daughter of a very honest 
tradesman in Monmout i- Street. The first time 
F find her in a public situation was at the little 
Theatre, in the Hay- Market, in the character 
of Biddy, in the farce of Miss in her. Teens, un- 
der the fickitious name of Miss Palmer, and in 
which character she acquitted herself with 
great respectability. 


When 
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When Mr. F—» P—1—r became manager 
of the Royalty- Theatre, he engaged our heroine, 
and also put Mrs. Logan, her mother, into the 
house, as fruit-woman ;—before: the opening of 
which, however, Mrs. Gibbs unavoidably 
came across Mr. Milliam P—l—r, with whom 
she first intrigued, and which connexion made 
her—a mother. From this quarter she passed 
over to the protection of Mr. G., from 
whom she assumes her present name, and with 
whom she cohabited till that gentleman went 
abroad. On our fair heroine's separation from 
Mr. G , She became the chere amie of Cap- 
tain C—le, who was then stationed with his 
company in the 7ower-Hamlets, with whom 
she continued during the reign of the Royalty. 
Theatre, under the management of Mr. F-— 
P——, and to this gentleman she certainly 
stands peculiarly indebted for the prominent si- 
tuation she now so deservedly holds in the 
theatrical department. | 


F 2 | Mrs. 
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Mrs. Gibbs confessedly possesses a consider-- 
able portion of dramatic endowments, which, 
nevertheless, require much attention, and more 
practice, than she at present experiences, to 
; attain maturity and perfection. —Her perform- 
ance of Louiſa, in the Deserter of Naples, at 
the Royalty, was a master-piece (if I may be al- 
Jowed the express1on,) of excellence in its kind. 
Her forte is rural Simplicity, and in which. line 
she bids fair to surpass all her cotemporaries. 
dhe has now passed into the hands of a choice 
master, who always has it at his command to 
blend the judgment and discernment of the critic 
With the excellence of the dramatist. 
After Captain C——, I next. find our heroine 
under the wing and protection of 'B—d5—w, 
Esq. with whom she lived about two years, and 
to him suceeeded her present companion, George 
-C—Im—n, the younger. — The world, since 
chat period, is tolerably well acquainted with the 
career of Mrs. Gibbs, at least, tliey easily 
might be so, if the public prints are to be esti- 
mated 
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mated as the active conyeyances of both her 
public and private conduct. 


I shall take this occasion of observing, that 
there are no class of people, whose little follies 
and extravagancies, are so particularly dwelt 
upon, as those of actors - married or unmar- 
ried, Their public capacities lay them open 
to the literary lash, and, which is next followed 
up, with censorious animadversions on their pri- 
vate characters. In this latter instance they can- 
not defend themselves with that confidence 
and propriety, as can another less conspicuous 
individual.— And now, for candour sake, let 


me enquire, why and wherefore their private 
conduct should be blended with their profes- 
sional capacity? Those, who thus attempt to 
wound them in this light, do not reflect at the 
moment, that their families and friends deeply 
participate in the pangs of these inflicted 
wounds. They have their eyes and means, to 
see and read, as well as others; and when the 
husband or father returns home, from the ar- 
EI duous 
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duous labours of his profession, he soon finds 
that his wife and family have seen one of the 
morning prints.—His domestic loaf is immedi- 
ately soured by severe reproaches; and that very 
home, which he regards as his resting-place, 
is made the echo of his intrigues and his extra- 
vagancies.— do not stand the advocate of these 
gallantries; but I must observe, that among 
men of sense, these private matters should not 
be admitted into the vehicles of information; 
when a moment's reſſection must suggest, that 
they answer no solid purpose, though they oc- 
casion a thousand inquietudes and anxieties. 


There are married men on the stage, who are 
the best of husbands and of fathers; still their 
situations render them the wishful objects of in- 
trigue.— Why then should these intrigues be 
conveyed to a fond wife — an amiable daughter? 
It is only throwing them the poignard of jealousy 
and disaffection.— A man of sensibility cannot 
endure the continual” reproaches of a wife, 
. whom 
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whom he is sincerely attached to; and a wife, 
whom he is also conscious of wounding in the 
tenderest part-- 


& He that is robb'd, not wanting what is ſtolen, 
Let him not know't, and he ãs not robb'd at all.” 


So let this observation stand good in; the pre- 
sent instance; for shew me the man, —standing 
conspicuous as an actor does eminent in his 
profession —engaging in his person and inte- 
resting in the moments of conviviality bring 
that man forward, and say to me, that he 
can, at alFtimes, and upon all occasions, with- 
stand and reject the importunities and allure- 
ments, thrown out against him, by à beautiful 
woman, —and then J should account him, a 
wonderful phænomenon indeed | 


As these remarks have commenced with 
Mr. C. and Mrs. Gibbs, I shall conclude 
by observing, (for their connexion has been 

| too 
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too long known to occasion further domestic 
 mquittude)——that ze possesses too much the 
character of a gentleman, —a man of honour 

and of sensibility, to suffer any illicit amour 

to betray him into that want of respect, 
where respect is zo deservedly dus. q 
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Tun lady is also of the Logan family, and 
next sister to Mrs. Gibbs. And here, indeed, I 


— — — — * — 


N must observe, that if this family's nativity had 
il been submitted to the wise prognostications of 
g Mrs. Williams or Mr. Coombe, they certainly 
3 must have made Yenus the planet under whose 
5 influence they were born; at least, so they most 


unequivocally would, had they known so much 
of them twelve years ago as they could 
do now. 
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In the year 1788, I first find the. beautiful 
Miss Logan under the protection of Captain 
B—rt—on, of the. Horse-Guards, and: with 
whom she continued till the year 17900.— This 
dashing connexion occasioned some pleasantries 
upon the fortitude and courage of Mrs. Carey. 
Whether she, felt, or how she. relished, the blunt 
point of these observations, I know not; but 
she evidently never appeared inclined. to com- 
plain of her paramour.— The third letter, how- 
ever, of the alphabet, repeated thrice, it seems, 
was as applicable on this oecasion, and as fitly 
appropriated to our heroine, as it. was once to 
the Countess of CM Aly. 


After Mrs. Carey's separation from Captain 1 
B., her intrigues were blended and indiscri- | 
minately. carried on for three years, till at 
length ſhe met with the then Hon. Charles 
Fohn C—y, now. Lord F—Ik—4,, and between 


whom a mutual attachment soon and.steadily 4 
, | * 
took place—an attachment, indeed, so steady on 


the. 
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the part of our heroine, that it accompanied 
her lover to the King's-Benci, where she 


continued with him, during his long confine- 
ment. From this gentleman, Mrs. Carey. 
passed on to. O- S- tl, Esq. and with whom 
she. now resides at Condover Park. 
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GE T. TER VII. 


Mrs. BATNTO N. 


1 N the course of this correspondence, I have 
experienced the most pleasing sensations, and 
felt a kind of superior nerve leading on my 
pen, whenever I have had the pleasing satis- 
faction pf recounting and dwelling on such 
circumMnces, as redound to the credit and cha- 
racter this fair, (and as the world adds) 
unfortuhate part of the creation.— And indeed, 
particularly so, when the individual in question 
has not the disrepute to be ranked on the 
crooked file of envy and jealousy —a jealousy that 
1 must 
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must of course create a copious flow of preju- 
dice, and render the marked object of it, a sub- 


ject, too often, of dislike and evasion among 


the other sex. This allusion consequently falls 

to Mrs. Baynton, of whom justice and candour 

demand, that we should speak in somewhat 

of the strongest strain; though, in $0 * 
truth suffers not the smallest violation. 


This lady's father was a respectable mer- 
chant in the city, and his fair daughter, our 
heroine, abandoned her paternal roof at the ten- 

der age of fourteen, with -B——n," Esq. from 
whom she took, and still continues her name. 
On this affair I shall add no comment, as the 
reader may easily suggest what 1 might with 
propriety have-msinuated. 


4 With Mr. 'B 


- this lady conti- 


nued for about two years, when I next find her 
with Mr. B—gg—n, of the. law; and from 
which gentleman the beautiful Mrs. B—gg-—n 
takes her name. With him our present heroine 
cohabited 
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cohabited for about fifteen months, and, upon 
quitting her second paramour, she launched 
deeply in the vortex of a general and-indiscri- 
minate gallantry. 


Mrs. Baynton was now in fact, lost for a time 
to herself and the world, though all the world 
at the same time were continually coming across 
her; or, otherwise speaking, she was so lost 


herself, that all the world knew where to find 


her.—Mrs. H—rr--t9n, a woman of seme style 
in those days, also met with Mrs. Baynton, and, 
by forming a friendship and companionship 
with her, she soon found means, by her person, 
youth, and engaging lively manners, to esta- 
blish herself in an equal degree of style with her 
friend and the first step our heroine made up 
the ladder of independency, (an independency 
that is likely to continue for life) was 
her introduction and subsequent connexion 


with the late R—— H — c- un, Esq. of the 


Guards, with whom she cohabited for three 
ears. | 


From 
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From this period there has been a species of 
prudence, or policy, (for policy I believe it 


will be called, in the. instance of Mrs. Sumner 


and others ; and as: che present policy bears 


some analogy, though by no means so close a 


one, when.speaking of Mrs.Baynton) attached to 
the character of our heroine ; for, when she 
parted with Captain 4{/——, she also parted 
with her furniture, &c. carefully depositing the 
returns, as a provision for a future day, and 


submitting very patiently to chance, for a new 
lover, to supply the losses attending brokerage, 
commission, &c. and to find a fresh supply of 
goods, to. encrease her future capital. — She 
however wisely preserved her plate, judging, by 
what the Jews swear, that plate is almost as 
good as money. 


The more plausibly to carry on this well- 
judged plan, Mrs. Baynton took ready- furnished 


lodgings; and whither she: originally met witlt 


Mr. Mir, the banker, in them, or during 
her intimacy with Captain , I cannot 
directly 
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directly ascertain, bat I find him as her next 
substantial friend, and with whom she lived se- 
veral years—T think seven, though I can call to F 
remembrance, that she was absent some time 4 
from the gay world, and in that interim, it is 1 
probable, she was living with Mr. P) ne, 
the banker, at one of his country seats. 


I shall now come to my allusion, in the com- 
mencement of this letter, and the circumstances 
of which must pourtray Mrs. Baynton in che 
most amiable light afford a most shining trait in 
her character —give it a lasting and impressive 

Iustre—convince the world that self- interest was 
easily forgot and superseded, when gratitude 
and affection interfered that the sinking pin- 
nace did not go down, without her affording a 
protecting and consolatory hand.— In short, it 
altogether forms that combination of honour 
and disinterestedness, which must ever illumine 
her features; though prejudice and certain situa- 
tions of life, may sometimes necessitously 
force a blushing tint upon tie. « 
During 


f 
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During Mr. A7——'s connexion with our 
heroine he presented her with a settlement of 
£200. a year for life; but it is well known, 
that not a very long time back this gentleman 
and the whole concern became insolvent, —and 
this at a period when Mrs. Baynton stood 
responsible for £1200. arising from their 
joint domestic expences. When this unex- 
pected and fatal shock reached her knowledge, 
she voluntarily and generously resigned her set- 
tlement again to Mr. 1 —. Added to this, 
she immediately called a meeting of her cre- 
ditors, and made a general offer to yield up all 
her furniture, linen, plate, carriage, &c. *till 


fortune put on a more favorable aspect, re- 


serving, however, to herself the principal and 
interest of (1200. which she had vested in. the 
funds; —a sum (as she frankly told her ere- 
ditors on the occasion) she had laid hy to com- 
bat the miseries of a future day, and to support 
the wants of declining years. —A sum, indeed, 
she now regarded as indispensibly necessary. 
lest a prison, which then stared her in the face, 
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might be the ultimate consequence of Mr. 
M——'s insolvency.— But happily and wisely 
judged for all parties, her creditors would not be 
outdone in candour and generosity, and so far 
from accepting a single shilling at the time, 
they unanimously assented to give their honest 
and fair bankrupt, what time she thought proper 
herself, to satisfy the claims they had upon her. 


I feel myself happy in relating this circum- 
Stance, a circumstance I know to be well 
founded in fact, and which reflects the highest 
credit on the principles and character of the fair 
subject to whom it so truly alludes. 


This united. act of honor, honesty, candor, 
and .disinterestedness, did not long go unre- 


warded, for not. long after the above circum- 


Stance, Mrs. Baynton met with Mr. C95, 
who not only discharged all. her debts, but fur- 
nished and settled her in an elegant house in 


| Thornhaugh-Strect, where she still continues to 


reside,—not only — happy and 
comfortable 


*. 
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comfortable herself, but making those also, 
whole wants and ill- fortunes give them a just 


claim to che . and assistance of her Pon 
and nd protect. hag 


Though Mrs. As for the Bean be 
of her life, has been under the protection of 
some gentleman, still it is very generally known 
that her gallantries have not been confined to 
any particular individual. —Her nature, person, 
and temper appear physically formed for in- fl 
trigue;—still she will never be actuated or go- 1 ſl 
verned by selfish and pecuniary considerations. 1 ; 
Mrs. Baynton in fact is a female bonne vivante, | 
she likes to see her table surrounded with 
jolly friends, and covered with fine venison and 1 
choice burgundy. She loves her bottle and her ; 
Song (as well as the first woman of fashion in 
the kingdom), and for these indulgencies she 
frequently gets some sly rubs from her envious | 
sisterhood, who are apt, on such occasions, to | 
convert this same indulgence, into intemperance. | 


| Ct 2 There 
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There is a common,.though not wo. pe 
- gant observation, among the . daugh of 
**Cytheriay so far as relates to the 8 um- 
- Stances, which is— “ Well, what 


then? —The dinner may have been excellent, 
1 the wines super- excellent, — but, tell me, 
did she pay for hem herself?“ This is a not- 
able hit, and goes down with all the smoothness 
of a jelly. I believe, in the. instance just re- 
cited, that I can affirm, neither male or female 
friends, on zuch convivial occasions, ever con- 
tributed towards the enjoyments of Mrs. Bayn- 
ton j table, but by their company and good hu- 
mour; — and I also maintain, that there is no 
woman more liberal,. — not only in this, but in 
every other: point; and no-woman-who possesses 
a greater warmth of heart, a more open 
mind, or a greater flow of spirits to contribute 
towards the chearfulness of her friends. Spirits 
at che same time happily organized to laugh at 4 
the world, and'disregatd. * voĩce nd ill-nature 4 
-and, prejudice. 
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Among our -heroine's favorites we have at 
times distinguished both sOonS of the soc and 
bustin.— She has had her sentimental heroes, 
her tragic heros, and her vocal heroes. Mr. 
Jol P., of Druty- Lane Theatre, was long 
her distinguished ifavorite:—To; him have sue- 
ceeded that sable hero FJ. P. K——, Esq. and 
the crazy M dd -n. Among the vocal gen- 
tlemen have been Kelly and F—ns—e, the latter 
of whom formerly deserted his departed and 
beautiful little chere amie, Sally Nilson, who 
long trod the boards of Covent-Garden with 
eclat and success, for the more substantial 
charms of our heroine. 


By these habits of intimacy with the heroes 
of the Drama, Mrs. Baynton imbibed a taste 
herself for the stage; and thaugh her figure is 
too much en bon point, she possesses such re- 
quisites, in point of delivery and conception, as 
would have rendered her no mean candidate for 
public favor. 


She 
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LETTER. VII. 


# 
$4 % 


1 onset of this lady's life can claim no 
di stinction whatever, it commenced in ser- | 
vitude, and so proceeded for some years, till we 
find her in one of the subaltern Cytherian man- 
sions; from this scene of indiscriminate gal- 
lantry, she was taken by Charles T— r, Esq. ; 
who furnished her a house in Charlotte- 
Street, Portland-Place; here she accidentally 
met with an elderly gentleman, Mr. K—n—hy, 
i West-Indian, with whom she cohabited 
abou: two years,—in fact, as long as his 
fortune 
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fortune could well stand it; which: being at 
length so crippled by the extravagance: (as he 
conceived) of his — he was obliged to 
leave her. 


In this more early period our Heroine passed 
by the name of Mrs. Godfrey, and it was when 
She resided in Charlotte-Street, that she received 
a wound from that assassin, Raynwick Williams, 
and against whom, together with. the Miss 
Porters, she formed. a principal. evidence on that 
scoundrel's trial. e 


After Mr. 1 necessitated sepa- 
ration from Mrs. Gadfrey, I find her with Harry 
S- tt. For this gentleman she changed her 
name to. Scott, which, name she still continues; 
ane 


„* „ 


Wich Mr. ee our ae. 28 
lived two years, after which her Eallantries 
became, and still continue indiscriminate and 
general. Lord * however, aſter the 
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los of his wife, substituted this. e, s caresses 


for his lost corjugal ah, 


. 1 bred pare of: the last summer at 
3 with Lord R—cl—e, but going 


from thence to | Brighton, she renewed her 
acquaintance with. Mr. $-——, hate, . 


was — 


The memoirs .of Mrs. . for a woman 
who walks in the first file of Cycherian fashion, 
is among the uninteresting ones that we are 
obliged to take notice of, and for this anly 
9 N Us 


Our * * * 3 e mas 
moirs uniateresting,herself; and though one of 


the most elegant and beautiful women ztatianed 


in this sphere of life, still she mutilates all her 
charming acquisitions by displaying a manner 
the most affected, and by suffering herself ta 
be governed by a spirit mean to an excess. 
Affectation * meanness are net uncommon 
ingredients 
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ingredients to be found, here they predominate 


with full way: She stints herself in her meals, 
and when asked the cause, she. accounts for it 


dy an apprehension of growing foo fat; —she 


makes her mantua · makers cut out her gowns 
before her, for fear they should —erib. Sensi- 
bility she eannot possess, those men, there- 


fore, who have been lulled into the fond fancy 


of possessing her heart as well as her person, 
have generally found themselves in the end 
epregiously deceived: After she has acquired 
4 new sideboard of plate, and other valuable 
articles of luxury, she grows fatiguł, — this as- 
sumed ennui is soon seen through, and thus she 
proceeds from chapter to chapter. 

Mr. —, with whom our heroine had co- 
habited for twe years, and on whom her every 
thought and existenee appeared to depend, did 
not even escape this cruel neglect; —nay, he ex- 
perienced still worse treatment, for when he had 
exhausted his last shilling on this penurivus 


woman, she actually sufferod him to be arrested 
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in bed, for the butcher's bill, when it is well 
known she held at. the time a considerable sum 
of money in the Bark of England, 


Mrs. Scott, however, is not without one ami- 
able feature, — and one that reflects a beam of 
merit and distinction on her character, and that 
is, she supports a mother and sister; — could she, 


therefore, cast off those darkling inmates, of her 


heart - covetousness and meanness, she would 


soon rise to the meridian of Cytherian lustre, 
9 
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. exact memoirs of a fashionable Cy- 
priad are almost as difficult to obtain as the 
secrets of a prime. minister. Springing from a 
low and humble source, they endeavour to keep 
these secrets as long as they can at the bottom of 
the well; but the bucket being sent frequently 
down, in quest of the truth, it rises up by per- 
severance, though sometimes a little tinged with 
a few sprinklings of obscurity. 


There 
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There are various reports concerning this. 


lady's origin and progress into life. The fashi- 
onable Cypriad, themselves, are the oracles 
- often of each Ocher's lives: When half a 
- dozen of them, after à party dinner, get warm 
with the Tuscan grape; then the histories begin, 
and you hear in a short time various curious 


anecdotes of the different sisterhood, though 


attended with so many contradictions that it is 
hardly possible to collect a perfect insight to 
them; what, therefore, may have been traced 
from this channel will be partly reported of my 
present fair subject, n corrected wh my 
vn We 


Mrs. Tlompsom was born in the north of 
"England, and there is no doubt, I thinkgof her 
having been à reaper; for some summers ago, 


when she was down at Margate, she laid a 


wager, she would reap a sheaf of wheat as well 
as the best of the reapers there, which she per- 
formed, binding it equally well. —On this occa- 
sion She, gave a guinea among che husbandmen. 
This 
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been a reaper I carmot entertain a doubt. 
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This circumstance gives you immelliatehy a 
favorable opinion of our heroine ;—it is a proof 
of her possessing a good thare of sense and also 


A {np heart, 


In the nant: e of a reaper, it is said, 
she first met with Lord H- sea, who saw 
her in the reaping field; and being struck with 
her manner and figure, his lordship persuaded 
her to leave that humble station, for her present 
elevated one in Berkley - Street, Poriman- Square. 


Having stated my own account, I shall pro- 
ceed with those I have acquired elsewhere, 
though with respect to Mrs. Thompson's having 


* 


Our heroine's family being in very confined 
circumstances, she was forwarded to the Me- 


cropolis, where, as country people foolishly 


imagine, a smart wench is sure to make her 
fortune. — This lady, however, in one instance 
at least, is an exception to this supposed folly, 
* | for 
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for her fortune and independency may be re- 


garded as already established. 


In London, Mrs. . is first found in 
the house of a milliner and mantua-maker, in 
which situation she was seduced by a Mr. 
T——;, from whom she takes her name, 
who afterwards left her in the greatest distress. 


From this period she roved unrestrained 
through innumerable fields of fortuitous gal- 
lantry, till she got into the mansion of Mrs. 
Adams, in Kings. Placr, where she most for- 
tunately met with the pity and protection of 
Earl Y — cs; who from that period took 
her under his friendly wing, and has continued 
it 'till this very day, — forming a "_— of no 


less than nine years. 


Whether this last statement is the real fact 


or not I cannot pretend to ascertain: But it is 


probable that Mrs. Thompson's being a woman 
of 2 she must have acquired some more 
knowledge 
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knowledge of the world and its manners than 
she could have gained in the reaping field. It 
is equally probable also, that his lordship might 
meet with her in a brothel, as well as in cross- 
ing a field, for those infamous houses are of- 
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tener looked into by men of the first distinction 


than matters of far superior consequence; — and 


here I nfust remark, that if magistrates also were 


to look into them, and enforce the powers they 
are invested with, in the same laudable manner 
as they have done in regard to the fashionable 


gaming houses, they would - kkewise preserve 
many a gay thoughtless — man rom dis- 
case and ir 


= . 


has settled C400. a year 


on Mrs. Thompson, for life, and allows a thou- 
sand a year for her present establichment.—- 


This connexion has * two * 
children. 

The ill-natured Cypriad have diligently re- 
ported, that who the father of the eldest is 


remains 
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remains a doubt, and that KX, of the Guards 
stands the cause of this report. For this they 
assert many plausible reasons, particularly the 
resemblance of the child to the latter gentleman; 
this, however, is a most cruel and malevolent 


assertion, nor should I have introduced it but 


the rumour being so much in circulation 

added to this, my original plan might have re- 
ceived some interruption, as it was formed to 
state 4 with the:otrictodt — 


955 . 
most een by. Z5000-- in the funds, for 


its future provision. This child is a fine girl, 
about eight years old, and will owe much to the, 
kindness and generosity of its father; the other 


is a boy, and che . enden of the 
Earl. | 


n ine binder happens that a woman pos- 
sesses the generosity and gratitude to love and 
esteem the man by whom she is supported: 
there is a characteristic capriciousness leagued 
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to a Cypriad, which militates against that stylisli 
class of lovers among themselves inelegantly | 
called their kerpers. Let the man be ever 80 
liberal with his purse, attractive in his person, 
and think of keeping his wornan, he is mostly 
sure of being deceived; for: the fact is, a wo- 
man: rarely can love the man Who pays, or 
rather, who. keeps. her. There is such an un- 
aeccountable antipathy that hangs about the 
- fair; daughters of Cytheria, in these instances, 
that they fly with eagerness and pleasure from 
the golden embrace, though it be still further 
ehriched with the most conspicuous beauties that 
adorn a noble mind and person; to the more 
con A caress of some necessitous favorite. 
Whatever eee Mrs. Senger may 
have, they derive their circulation from the sis- 
terly Cyprian conventions, — further than 
What T have collected from the records of that 
fair court I shall not pretend to avouch for their 
authenticity. Many of these records, however, 
may have their flaws, —may. have been worded 
in 
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in envy by one sex, and enlarged by vanity on 
the other. — The women may look with a jeal-+ 


- ous eye upon her superior conquests, and theres 


fore exaggerate her minor ones. — The men 


also may too often boast of those intrigues 
which they have enjoyed only in fancy; —men, 
it is well known, whose strength and appetite 


are exhausted, often have recourss to these little 


inventions, and once holding a fair appearance 
in the field of gallantry, (their constitution at 
the same time being only known to themselves, 
acquire more credit and circulation than they 


are warranted to do. 


* 


Mrs. Thomp3on, though gifted with prudence 


and œconomy, as well as good fortune, never- 


theless lives in a style of splendor adequate to 


her establishment. She gives elegant enter- 


tainments, and that in a fashion which: responds 
with every idea of Splendor . Her motto seems 


to be Dum ⁊ivimus, vidbamus. Somtè of her sis 


terhood call this ostentation; now I conceive 


it to be a proper adequate pride, a pride which 


H 2 should 
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should be always maintained, and which gives 

the. possessor of it a degree of respectability and 
consequence, that the tongue of envy and malice 
may attempt tocripples but invain. As for my 
part, I would rather put up with the fare of a 

chop- house, than sit down to the entertainments 

of Mrs. Finch. or Mrs. Scott, where, to follow 
Martial, | 

„A silver service loads the board, 
Of eatables, a slender hoard; 
«Your pride and not your victuals spare, 
A come to dine, and not to stare.“ 


The only relation left, I believe, of our hero- 
- ine's, is. a mother, who is amply supported, at a 
little: distance, by the daughter, another maxim 
of prudence that should be recommended to the 
majority of the Cyprian sisterhood, who main- 
tain their parents under their own roofs, and of 
course render them, in the moments of inad- 
vertency if not the spectators, at least the sure 
suspectors of their gallantries. | 
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To sum up Mrs. Thompson's character, I 
shall conclude with observing, that whether she 
does or does not carry on these reported in- 


trigues, she, on the contrary hand is possessed 
of every other temperance.— She tastes not the 
Bacchanalian stream like the Cytherian one, in 


short, she amply retributes for one venial fault, 
in being the possessor of a natural good heart, — 
a benevolent disposition, and. evor generous to 
those, particularly of her own sisterhood, whose 
wants and distresses may lay a claim to her as- 
sistance and protection. With this open good 
heart she also possesses as equally an open ho- 
nest countenance, . which stands -the- palpable 


index of her mind; if there is love to be traced 


sparkling in every feature of it, so are gene- 


rosity and benevolence. Perhaps she may not 


rank in the first file of beauties, but take her all 


in all, she is as fine a woman and as good a 


one, as any that now recline on the soft banks 
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LETTER X. 
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| ke ks 3 of 1 — 
with: appear at distinct times, it is of little con- 
gequenee-: which have the precedence in this 

| work, of little. distinction, also, whether we 

fFrst explore the Cytherian avenues of Gromnenor 

| and Berkelej-Sguares, or the more silent and; ru 

T8 ral Shades of Sloane-Street-and its . 
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Ie 1 has been a difßeult⸗ tk s OY 
terials of the whole fashionable Cypriad,. and 


' - when we reflect on the numbers of them and 
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the vicissitudes of their fortunes, it must appear 
no easy matter to have accomplished it, but 


the task commenced, it shall be actively prose- 


cuted, though the Whole bulk. of reviewers ap- 
pear in hostile oppositionato crush it.— The 


author of these letters has been brought forward 


before this dread tribunal, and he must have the 
candour to acknowledge, that he has, in many 
paints of view, been well treated by the familiars 
of this literary inquisition.— | 


The fashionable Cypriad, like the daughters of 
Thalia and: Malpamene,, take the most cautious 
means of concealing their original obscurity: 
A ridiculous pride, and which only: recoils upon 
them to. their own mortifieation. 


Mrs. Ler, similar to Mrs. Srott, is one of 
those whose anecdotes cannot afford much en- 
tertainment to the reader, —as there is nothing. 
of the dashing order about her. She claims a 
distinction, however, (laying aside her title of 
_— 2 * Cypried,).to the foremost 


rank, 
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rank;,—for thougk elassed in- the file of mis 
tresses, she supports the appearance and cha- 
racter of the real wife. and that, I believe, in 
every honorable sense of the word. 


- Mrs. Lee, in her younger days, was em- 
ployed in different public houses, to carry porter 
about the neighbourhood; and when arrived at 
years of more- maturity, she was. soon taught to 
throw off the humble attire of the innocent 
pot girl, for the more fascinating one of—the 
girl of gallantr y. 5 


- Our heroine had not long got into this novel 
and thorny path of life, before she fortunately 
met with Mr. L——, who took her under his 
protection, and fixed her at his house in Beau- 
mont · Street, where they have continued to re- 
side ever since. | 


This gentleman's first step to render her 
an amiable and interesting companion, was 
to cultivate her mind with the flowers of 

: education. 
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education. For this purpose qhe had:every pro · 
per master provided, to carry this laudable plan 
into execution; and she made a hasty progress 
in imbibing the lessons that were communicated 
to her. 


This lady has. lived Some time with Mr. L—, 
and that in so retired a manner, as scarcely to 
have her name ranked among the grand order of 
Cyprus; — and, Fee. ie "_ be 100 the 
— reasons: ; | 


In the first 8 she avoids all intimacies 

. which tend to drinking bouts, and thereby ac- 
quiring the gout and effluvia of geneva, —a pro- 
pensity, which (I blush to say) the very first of 
the stylish class occasionally indulge themselves 
in.—In their morning visits to each other, the 
first exclamation on entering the parlour is,— 
Good gracious, what a cold raw day it is! 
Fm afraid I shall catch my death, for venturing 
out such weather as here is, (though she has 
1 stept from a. warm chariot, into a warm 
6 Gal „„ 
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room) my Lord So-and-so, will never forgive 
me for it. The fair hostess..then immediately 
takes the hint, and advises her to: take a spoon- 

ful of Hollands, or Brandy; to keep out the 
cold.“ Ol-! fie, my dear, Hollands and Brandy 
at this time of the day! couldn't touch a, drop 
of spirits in the morning for the world.“ 
Then coughingra little; and thrusting her knees 
into the fire and then again, after a little pause 
of re collection,. Den't yon see, my dear, 
what a cold. I- have already caught? Then 
be 8 by me, my love, and abey, deey- 

have a little drop of 1ny-.cordial ?!!— 

< AN, well, my dear, as you are o pressing, 
J don't care. if I do take a little drop. of your 
Hollands, — But if my Lords So-and-so-should 
smell me in the Park?“ A little bit of this 
sweet cake, my love, will take away the smell.“ 
This little drop, or spoonful, is then enlarged to 

a bumper of strong Hollands, which being swal- 
lowed, and the spirit conveying its. force to the 

eyes, the fair guest, with some inarticulation of 
_ exclauns, Good Heaxens my love, 


how 
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how could you fill the glass so full?“ —a cir- 
cumstance which by some accident escaped her 
observation before it was attempted to be drank. 
These idle. customs soon grow into a habit, and 
when once indulged it is no easy matter to shake 
them off... 

In the next place, Mrs. Lee never degrades 
herself by mingling in those kinds of amusements 
called hops, which in. general prove the vulgar 
introduction to dangereus intunacies:— This 
keeps her, in a great degree from all corres- 
pondence with her. fair sisterxhosd, far eyen 
Mrs. Cutsans herself, would go as far as Hock/ay- 


in- tler Hole, for the sake of a dance. In short, 


Mrs. Lee takes no pleasure in a life of dissipa+ 
tion,. — she. is happy in the society only of the 
gentleman she lives with, and her chiefest study 
1s, how to- make him 80. Mrs. Lee's fair sis- 


terhood have given her the. Cambrian's appella- 


tion of Beckey,. having done this, they must also 

allow, that our Beckey, as well as Cadauadlade Sy 

18 4 fine woman, . © | 4 
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Mrs.. EINCH... 


> HE north of England claims the produc- 
tion of Polly Finch's beauty, —a beauty she may 
be accounted, though not one of the first water. 
Her origin was of a very humble nature, she 
also has a sister in Zondyn, who has a child; 
both of whom are comfortably maintained and 
decently - hs er ON" the 8 e 0 Mrs. 
s _ 


ae "Tg PR was a mona 8 404 | 
in that early situation of. life sbe most probably 
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- became the easy victim of seduction. The 
gay world heard nothing of her, till about 
eight or nine yeats ago, When it found her 
first in the cytherian mansion of Mrs. Duberry, 
: in-King's-Place,—a place long since registered 
in the black chancery of the infernal regions, 
—and from whence she was transplanted toithe 
more notorious-seil of Mrs. Weston; in Bertley- 
Street. At the latter's house it was, that the 
Duke of -C——e first beheld Polly Fineh, and 
pleased with her beauty and manners, he removed 
her from thence, . io'Hereford-Street, May-Fair, 
where she still continues to reside. Here his 
Grace. established the favourite, and rendered 
that establishment permanent, by presenting her 
with the house and all its elegant appendages. 
';This. connexion, however, was of no great 
durability, fer the fickle complexion of the 
Duke soon induced him to look out for variety. 
On leaving our heroine, however, he also 
left with.her a settlement of C100. a year for 
Ai... | e iN 
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Fhe dawn of Mrs. Finchi's eyprian career 
shone forth with equal splendor and advantage, 
for, independent of the above acquisitions, 
She was also in the possession of about . 
vrhich she had carefully put by Haring her resi- 
dence with Mrs. Weston. 


It has been suggested, that the Duke of C—, 
after a formal separation, demanded a restitution 
of the plate he had presented his mistress with 
This suggestion we can attach little or no cre- 
dit to,. — a suggestion, perhaps, raised by Mrs. 
Finch's caution, in not always caring to display 
these valuable articles of unn on evary trifling 
OCCASION, — | 
« Potly's rich sideboard seldom sees the light, 
Clean is her Kitchen, and her spits are bright; 
Her knives and forks all rang'd in even rows, 
No hand molests, no servants discompose; 
A curious jack hung up to please the eye, 
Forever still. whose flyers seldom fly; 
Her plates unsullied, shining on the shelf, 
For Polly dresses—nothing but hier Self.” 
Mre. 
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Mrs. Finch i had not long to lament the sepa- 
ration with her royal paramour; such beauty 
as her's was sought after with avidity, and her 
happy genius looking smilingly down, gave her 
over to-the protection of G. B-, Esq, 


Wich this truly great character she lived some 
time, (at least off and on,) till his marriage 
finally dissolved the connexion.— This separa- 
1 tion, however, had rather a serious effect, at 
the time, on the mind of Mrs. Finch, as her at- 
tachment to this gentleman was supposed to he 
strong, though it certainly was not altogether 
pure and steady; for, like the major part of her 
sisterhood, she must have some secret favorite, 
and for the more confident possession of whom, 
she introduced a young fellow into her house, 
and te Mr. B—— also, as her cousin, and 
vhich identical cousin ckat gentleman once, 
very accidentally; surprised in the embrace of 
his mistress. The discovery of this close cou- 
sin-ship, for fair cousining, indeed, it may be 
Called, occastoned a coolness, — but nevertheless, 


before 
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before the separation finally took place, Mrs. 
Finch had no cause to repine at the generosity 
and liberal disposition of her lover, whatever 
she might have had to- lament the irrecoverable 
alienation of his esteem and affection. 


When a woman, either "by neeessity or po- 
licy, is torn from the man whom she has loved 
and revered, she, for some time afterwards, gets 
callous to the feelings either of love or sensi- 
bility.ä— There is a species of apathy hanging 
about her, which renders all men -indisrinctly 
alike.— This may, perhaps, be more closely ap- 
plied in the present instance; for though the 
fire of hopeless love might have been extin- 
tinguished, the flame of avarice, like the sacred 
fire in the temple of Janus, was still kept spark - 
lingly alive. Plutus, the world says, is Mrs. 
Finch's chief household God, and every votary 
for her caresses must sacrifice largely at his 
altar, before they can gain access to the Softer 
avenues of love. | | 2 


Cage, 
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Chagrined do I feel myself to broach one 
blemish against the fair subject of this corres- 
pondence.—It is not the grasping Gd of Ava- 
rice that I here particularly allude to: No, 
every fair daughter of Cytheria should have a 
strong commendation, attached to the- merito- 
rious though difficult acquisition of prudence; 
for their purse, at all times, can make them 
respected, when their beauty and attractions 
have faded and expired. What I have to re- 
mark on this subject is, that there is a mean- 
ness about the manners and disposition of Mrs. 


Finch, which not only injures and renders her 


little in opinion, but affords an ill-natured scope 
for her envious sisterhood, to detract and drown 


those many beauties and amiabilities which she 


otherwise possesses, by perpetually starting 
against her, the little vice of meanness. 


A woman may support a splendid appearance 


and still be prudent; — for example, —if a man 


annually registered his gains and losses at play, 


(50 that he played for amusement and within 


1 the 
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the bounds of prudence) he will find himself 
scarcely a gainer or loser in the end. Upon 
the same grounds, if I dined six days with my 
friends, on the seventh, I would give them an 
entertainment, equal in expence and style to 
those they had piepared for me. If Mrs. Finch. 
was to follow this rule, she also would be no 
loser in the end, and at the same time weuld 
maintain and merit tlie character of possessing a 
generous and independent spirit. — But when, on 
the contrary, we see her prepare an entertain- 
ment artificially splendid, and that too with such 
nicety and fore-knowledge of her visitants sto- 
machs, as ultimately not to have the wing of a 
chicken left behind, for fear the servants should 
come in for. a taste of the entertainment, Why 
then, Polly Finch, the world, or rather that 
distinct class of it, thy Cytherian sisterhood, 
may well account and record thee mean. 


But in extenuation of these reports, suffer me 
briefly to state what I know from my own ob- 
servations:— This, therefore, I can confidently 
| | and 
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and nn alledge, that Mrs. Finch, in 
every strict sense of the word, is an — finest 
zuoman, that no ;creditor returns unsatisfied 
from her doors, — and that from acting up to this 
good principle; che has never been obliged, like 
the plurality of her sisterhood, to maintain her 
credit t by d the · aid of SUBSCTIPHIONS.. 


Mrs. Finch now Jointly lives with the Earl of 
M—x—gh and Lord S- c= lle, but as the 
beautiful Mrs. Biggin has now taken up her 
residence with our heroine, in Hereford-Street, 
the concern is most probably carried on in com- 
panies. Polly, not satisfied, however, with one 
cher ami, must have her favorites as heretofore; 
the most conspicuous of whom is, an officer 
of the Light -Dragoons, and hens son of an 
eminent parliamentary orator. 


Th: © LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 
PTE 
: Mrs. M4 STERS. 


" OW the doubtful beauties of the 


present Cyprian day, this lady may be ranked 
as one.—Similar-to Mrs. Ciſſans, she cannot be 
accounted a beauty; still like her, there is some- 
thing so engaging and attractive in her features, 
manner, and person, as cannot fail of striking 
your immediate attention.— There is one es- 
sential beauty, however, that the ci-· devant 
Dutchess possesses, which our heroine compa- 
ritively loses and sinks, by neglect, and that is, 
the strict observance which the one pays to the 

style 


n k 1 
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Style of her dress,—whereas, the other, in re- 
gard to this essential point, is unpardonably 
slovenly; — and we often witness, with regret, 
her beautiful and engaging countenance, ob- 
scured and environed by some species of dish- 
- clout covering. If Mrs. Masters conceives that 
the charms of her features and the symmetry of 
her person can compensate for this egregious 
neglect of dress, she is most widely mistaken,— 
That same beauty she possesses, renders this 
' neglect the more conspicuous. The lover 
pants with rapture to press those lips which ex- 
hale a breath like the soft breeze that has just 
escaped the rose, springing in the morn of May; 

but when enjoying this transporting pressure, 
he may not much approve of a kind of pudding 
cloth tickling his nose, or forming a kind of 
.awning over his head. —No, with these sensa- 


tions, he would as chearfully dispense, as R 


chould, to behold the fair subject of these re- 


marks for the future remove the cause of 


them. | 
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I have not been able exa#ly to ascertain the 
thorough progress of this lady's Cyprian career, 
as she not only makes it a studied point of con- 
cealing the facts, but always has about her a 
kind of Papillon companion, who- is her herald 
and armorial bearer, on all seasons and occa- 
sions, and who pictures all her friend's con- 
quests, her high circumstances, — and other 
superior advantages, from the superfine-wove 
tissue of her · own imagination. These silly at- 


tempts to conceal the truth may pass upon 
some, and keep them in the dark, — but with the 
active Biographer, the greater the supposed 


mystery, the more persevering is. he to search 


into and discover the real facts. 


4 


Mrs. Masters's original name, therefore, was 
that of Sarah Marsden; —but, like Mrs. Cussans, 
she conceived that Louisa Masters carried with 
it a more pleasing intonation than plain Sally 
Marsden. Her origin must have been of very 

humble descent, for, when very young indeed, 
che vended ballads, or little pamphlets about 
the 


"4 


\ 
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the streets of the Metropolis. After this, I find 
ber living, in a menial capacity, with Mr. 
AM-—4, then a respectable grocer, in Broad- 
Street, —in this gentleman's service she conti- 
nued, I believe, some time. 


The cloud which hangs over the particulars 
of Mrs. Masters's life, though it must sometimes 
expand, to admit the sudden streaks of: light 
that · occasionally burst upon it; still these are 
no more than partial glimmering rays, which 
being unavoidably mingled with an equal ratio 
of obscurity, from a kind of twilight, by which 
you may easily discover the object of a figure, 
but not be able exactly to discriminate its fea- 
tures and impression: But, nevertheless, with 
the assistance of a Jack .o-lantern, I, perhaps, 
may discover some haunts of this little sly fairy. 


The first time, therefore, that I find her in 
lodgings was in Queen-Street, Golden- Square ;— 
I trace her from Broad-Street to this place, and 
if my lantern did net mischieyously deceive me, 

[2 
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it was her master that T saw conduct her there. 
Pretty little Sally was always a great favorite 
with the good-natured Mr. - 4, and it was 
one of his greatest pleasures that she should 


always wait on him at table.— L think I could 


not well mistake his person, for, to the best of 
iy recollection, he was a head taller than any 


*＋ 


of his apprentices. 


It must have been in Cucen- Street where 


Mrs. Masters met with F—ch—r, the hair- 
dresser, as the next lodging she went to was of 


considerable more consequence, and attended 


with circumstances of more style. Previous to 
this meeting, therefore, whether it took place in 
Queen Street, or in any other house, it is certain,. 
that our heroine had tasted. of the Cyprian 
stream, and that most probably from the hand of 
her master, Mr. — a, but as my Jack-o-lan- 
tern could not waye me to the island of Cy- 


. theria, I was obliged to stand at the other side 
of the shore, without knowing what to think of 


8 the affair. 
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Felt was certainly a very great friend 
to Mrs. Masters, and relieved her from various 
temporary embarrassments.— He gave her, also, 
an insight into the world, and taught her to re- 


gulate her conduct in such a manner that che 


might prosper in it: Being a genteel handsome 
man, she could not, it is to be supposed, refuse 
him er love. 


Our knight of the comb at this time was a 
man of taste and fashion in his calling, and he 
took great pains to enroll Mrs. Masters among 
the file of the Fas/zonable Cypriad. Our he- 


roine's hair was formerly of a ruddy hue, 


Her amber-colour'd locks in ringlet's run, 
Withgraceful negligence, and shone against the Sun.“ 


But it was now changed by the artificial means 
- Of F——r;nto' ebony tresses. neither of them 
then dreaming, that red flaming carrotty wigs, 
would. ever come into fashion. 


When 
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When” Mrs. Masters quitted Queen-Street, it 
was for more elegant lodgings in Poland-Street, 
where she resided with an elderly cavalier, — 
How long she continued in this situation I can- 
not say, but I hear of her afterwards, in several 
cytherian mansions; where her intrigues, of 
course, were universal and indiseriminate. In 
this fickle and thorny course of life she conti- 
nued for many seasons, till she met with Mr. 
I — n, with whom she lived for some time. 
This gentleman has settled a handsome allow- 
ance on Mrs. Masters; it is an allowance, 7 
believe, >for«life, though not at the free disposal 
of the. lady.— On Mr. . 7——'s marriage the 
connexion ceaſed of course, which circumstance 
struck so poignantly on the spirits of our hero- 
ine, as to have induced her to make some rash 
attempts on her own life. 


* 


Since this period Mrs. Masters has lived with 
various characters, both Jews and Gentiles, 
among the former we may particularly distin- 
guich H—g—r, of St. Mury Axe, Who, after 

having 
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Having splashed and dashed some considerable 


time about Town with our:heroine, Was at last 


obliged, by the menaces of his family, and the 
apprehensiom of- bailiffs, to das off to the Mest- 
Indies. — But we believe he has lately been 

enabled to return to his own country again. 


At this period you could scaree turn a corner 


of any of the fashionable streets, but you fell 


in with Mrs. Masters, in her curricle.— Indeed, 


this lady is as excellent a charioteer, as she is. a 


horsewoman; but when she paid her summer 
wisit to Brighton, and when her paramour- was 
lost and - forgot in the mists of London, she then 
resigned the reins to her favorite Capt. F—/{[—r, 


This genthman has long creamed.the milk of 
Mrs. Masters's affections. —He, in fact, is the 
stationary cher ami. Our -herome's quarters in 
. Berkley-Street, Where she now lives, are hand- 
some, -and - bordering on the elegant; but if 
gossip report -whispers true, or my jack-o- lan- 
tern docs not deceive me, iti is said, that though 

tlie 
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the cabinet be convenient, the board is not very 
plentiful and splendid. 


Mrs. Masters herself is very abstemious in 
her food and beverage, and being so herself, 
she makes the servants follow the example ;— 
scarcely providing more for dinner, than what 
will just suffice for the whole house. Her table 
at all times is meanly and scantily furnished, 
and when she receives company, which is but 
very seldom, the fare they meet with ill corres- 
ponds with the stylish character of the hostess. 
Mrs. Finch, Mrs. Scott, and our heroine, would 


form a very congenial trio. 


Though possessing, like those ladies, a nar- 
row cast of mind, still like her fair cotempo- 
raries, Mrs. Masters inherits an equal portion 
of honesty and fair principle.— The world, in 
this instance, may say, that they all act rightly, 
avoiding, as they should do, the dangerous 
shoals which Mrs. Cussans, and others, run 
themselves into, by repeated extravagancies ; 

| | but 
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but I say, on the contrary, they neither act 
wisely or prudently. There should be a due 
medium preserved. If extravagance renders a 
woman dangerous, so does meanness make her 
contemptible. —Appearances at all times may 
be preserved, without precipitating into one ex- 
cess or the other ; for-every thing carried on to 
an absurd extent, must be allowed—excess —- 
whether in profusion or parsimony. There 
are many little superfluities which Mrs. Finch, 
Mrs. Scott, and Mrs. Masters could very well 
spare, (even if in distress, which is far from 
being, the case of either) without going to the 
miserable alternative of stinting themselves and 
their menials“ .— These restrictions and for- 
bearances, to a liberal mind, must always ap- 
pear degrading. 


Mrs. Masters, nevertheless, possesses many 
good and gmiable qualities. — She is modest in 
her deportment, affable in company, engaging in 
cConversation, 

* She generally keeps a large piece of solid beef locked up in a clo · | 


det, which she cuts out in steaks for the servants dinners, 
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conversation, and reserved to strangers. She 
is a Woman that forces your attention and 
commands your admiration. Such- is her mo- 
dest deportment at all public places of amuse- 
ment, that she never would strike a stranger 
with her being a. Cypriad If she can be re- 
served, she can also be gay, lively and facetious? 
In short, putting aside the contrast of private N 
manners and habits, and adhering only, as an 
impartial- observer, to exterior appearances; 1 
know not which I could rather prefer Sophia 
Cussans or Louisa Masters, — for neither, in the f 
strict sense of the word, are beautiful, but still. - 
both. are equally attractive and engaging. 


LETTER” | 


„ 
* 


"PHE FASHIONABLE: CYPRIAD.. 127 


* — — 24998 „ 


L. E T T. E R. XIII. 


WI. DAS HHO . 


Oos present heroine, though she is not one 
of those dashing Cytlieriaus whose name is dis- 
tinguished every evening in the box books of 


the Theatres, like those of Mrs. Cussans, 
Masters, Baynton, Sumner, Loveden, &c. still she 
is equal, — nay superior, in point of distinction 


and elegance, to the major part ef her fair 
sisterhood. 


Mrs. Das/hwood is the daughter of a respec- 
table farmer, in the county of Sussex, of the 
name 
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name of B—tt. When very young, she was 
seduced from her family by.the then Mr. 
now Sir Jon D—w—d, with whom she co- 
habited for some years, and from whom she 
continues her present name. TICS 


Upon Mr. D-— marriage with Miss 
B—dh—d, he settled { 100. a year upon his 
faithful and forsaken chere amie, though his fa- 
ther, Sir John, was known to have declared, on 
the occasion, that he would rather have seen his 
son, by a thousand degrees, married to his mis- 
tress, than to his elected wife: A convincing 
proof that our heroine partook of the old gen- 
tleman's esteem in a very high measure, and 
which she, no doubt, as highly merited. 


After this cruel separation Mrs. Dashwood 
intrigued indiscriminately, till I find her with 


Counsellor L—-s,. with whom she lived some 


little time. Unfortunately for. her she deserted 
the black coat for the red one, and Captain 
—x—1] supplanted Mr. Z—— in the affec- 


tions 
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tions of his mistress; and who, very generously, 


lived with our 5:/ly herome whilst she had a 
Shilling remaining; though it appears, that on 


the commencement of this connexion he could 


not account himself the master of one, 


With the Captain, Mrs. Das/wod lived, or 
(as report wall have it) he lived upon her, for 
three or four years, in which period she sold 
the C 100. a year to Sir Jon again, for 1200. 
which was mostly applicd to the use of her 
paramour, on consideration of a bond given by 
him, for the re-payment of its appropriation.— 
This bond, it is said, remains in statu quo, and 
the donor of it, after leaving his imprudent and 
too generous chere amie in the greatest embar- 
rassment, eloped with a daughter of General 


Pc- tt's, to whom he was soon afterwards 


married. In taking this step, he entertained the 


idea of coming into the possession of a good 


fortune, but in this, it appears, he was tho- 
roughly disappointed. 
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Subsequent to this unfortunate connexion, 


Mrs Dashꝛuood lived with Captain H-, about 
.a year; his regiment being then ordered to the 
Mes- Indies was the cause of their separation, 


—a separation, I believe, attended with much 
regret to both parties. 


To this gallant soldier succeeded Mr. -D—--s, 


the banker, who made our heroine a provision 
of four guineas weekly, —a sum, however, ina- 
dequate to support her household expences, and 


little according (as she conceived) with the af- 
fluent eircumstances of the person that allowed 
it. This . pecuniary restriction made her seek 
for other protection, and among her new gal- 


lants was Captain B— -t, of the Guards, 


who, from the first infixed himself so deeply and 


firmly in the affections of Mrs. Dasſauood, that 
the banker finding himself neglected and fre- 


quently ousted from the nest, where he had 


been accustomed to find repose from the fa- 


tigues of diurnal business, he at length, very 
prudently, 
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prudently, left his fickle mistress to the gallant 
of her choice“. 


Mrs. Dashwood is what you may call a beauty 
in miniature, and such is the perfect symmetry of 
her leg and foot, as to have been made a model 
for a finished piece of sculpture. 


To conclude with this lady, I shall just ob- 
serve, that she has brought up a sister in the 
| mantua-making -line, and, for the accommo- 
dation of her pocket and her business, she' has 
allotted an apartment for ger sole use, at her 
house, in Beaumont-Street, near Poriland- Place; 
and so much the reversꝰ does she act in this 
point of view, to the generality of her sisterhood, 
that she discourages, and indeed prevents her 
from visiting all places of public amusement. 
Mrs. Dasſuood like wise protects and schools the 
child of another sister, who lives, and has a 
large family, in the county of Sussex. 


*I have not had an opportunity of informing myself, whether Mrs. B. 
still lives wich Captain B. or with whom else 


* LETTER 


— 


* dais * — 2 L =D 
WO IT Eee EEO FROGS; FWD. we - iy; e 
— —— —— — — — nc ; 


— — Ee ee ee ns 


Mrs. PITT. {Ci-devant.) 


; "A with Mrs. Robinson, are the only 
two who will be introduced in the early part of 
this correspondence, who do not move at present 
in the gay circles of Cytheria.—But here I must 
observe, and that with the most rigid adherence * 
to truth, that in point of beauty, person, and at- 
traction, they have not left their like behind. — 
Among the fashionable hemisphere, never- 
theless, their remembrances are still alive, and 


obscured as they are at present under a tempo- 


rary cloud, the gay and gallant, will, no doubt, 
| 2 avail 


* om 
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avail.themselves of every opportunity to Tearn 
something of those who once bore away with 
them the envied wreaths of Cyprus. 


J shall not attempt to enter into a compa- 
rative view of these ladies distinct beauties and 
attractions, but I believe no Cytherian cotem- 
porary could boast of bigher claims to these 
distinctions, than the ci- devant Mrs. Pitt. 


Our heroine was the daughter of some ob- 
scure tradesman of the name of Coote.— Her 
brother, who was a carpenter, was occasionally 


engaged in extricating her from some of her 


embarrassments, and her mother always re- 
sided with her, in the capacity of a servant.— 
From what rude and barren soils do the finest 


plants sometimes spring! 


The carlier part of Mrs. Pitt's life was 
spent, as it had commenced, in obscurity.— With 
her first gallant. she lived some time in mean 
lodgings; nor was she ever known or distin- 


K 3 agauished 
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guished, till she appeared under the Cyprian 
roof of Mrs. Meſton. 


In the mansion of this once celebrated 7 
priestess, her indisposition for some time formed N 
an obstacle to her appearance among the gay | 
and dignified visitors that resorted- thither ; 
for we remember at one date, Mrs. Meston 
kept open house and open tables, which were 
frequented by the most distinguished characters. 

But Mrs. Pitt happening, by accident, to catch 
the eye and attention of the Pe , — 8, 
as she was passing from the parlour apartment 
to go to her own, he prevailed upon her to join, 
his company, among whom were George P— tt. 
This gentleman became immediately enchanted- 
with our heroine's beauty and figure; and hear- 
ing of her indisposition, he. ordered every medi- 
cal assistance to be obtained for her at his own. 
charge, before he left the houſe. He after- 
wards kept her in Mrs. Meston's mansion fifteen 
months, and from that time she took, and always 
continued, her protector's name. = 


; Mrs. 
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Mrs. Pitt was a woman of general intrigue 


She not only-boasted of holding in her chains all 


the young branches of the R——/ F——y at one 
time, but some of the elder appendages to it 
also.— Indeed, her personal attractions and en- 
gaging manners must have rendered these 
numerous connexions unavoidable; for no 
man who ever beheld her, could resist ad- 
miring her. Added to this, she always had her 
train of favorite gallants, which made a coha- 
bitation with a particular individual -impracti- 
cable. — Her features, indeed, were animation 
itself.— When she smiled, teeth, white as ivory, 
contrasted the vermilion of her lips; and such 
was the harmony of her voice, when elevated 
to the heighth of merriment, that it might be 


distinguished among a chorus of others. —Her 


shape was elegant—her carriage equally, if not 


more 80.—In short, recollection can give but 


an imperfect sketch of the charms that Mrs. 
Pitt possessed; —charms that rendered her a ge- 
neral object of admiration, and gained her the 

| esteem 
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esteem of the most distinguished characters in 
the kingdom. 


« Her face so fair, as flesh it seemed not, 

But heav'nly portrait of bright Angel's hue, 
Clear as the sky, without e'en blame or blot, 

Tho? goodly mixture of complexion's dew, 

And in her cheeks the vermill'd red did shew, 
Like roses in a bed of lilies shed, 

The which ambrosial odours from them threw, 
And gazer's sense with double pleaſure fed 
Able to heal the sick and to revive the dead.“ 


When our heroine left Mrs. Weston, she took 
lodgings in the same house with Mrs. S. Wil- 
liams, in Curzon- Street, where they mutually 
carried on an extensive sway of gallantry ;—but 
à little fracas taking place (for the cyprian 
dames can seldom agree long together) Mrs. Pitt 
removed to Boulton-Row, where she continued 
to intrigue with as much indiscrimination as ever. 
Here she lived in a manner with Mr, 7—!t—r, 
who allowed her a weekly stipend ; but neither 
his society or his allowance being congenial to 


her 


T 


THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAD 137 


her feelings and extravagance, she gallanted it 


on, with her accustomed rapidity, though a 
gentleman, whom the gay world calls Little 


Dr—w, certainly stood her most distinguished 
favorite. 


During the course of our heroine's numerous 


_ intrigues, (which, to follow distinctly would 


only prove tedious to the reader) it is to be 
Supposed that her pecumiary receipts were 
very considerable ;—indeed they were so to 
a most extensive degree.—Sull such was her 
extravagance and thoughtlessness in proportion, 
that she was continually in the merciless power 
of the bailiffs; and no woman, (if we except 
Mrs. Robinson, was a more frequent visitor, 
or a more welcome guest, at those dens of im- 


position, called Spunging-Houses.— Her impri- 
sonments, towards the latter part of her Cy- 


prian career, (though at this day she cannot be 
more than two-and-thirty years of age) in these 
infernal sepulchres of human misery, frequently 


extended 
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Ls 


extended to some weeks, and in the long vaca- 
tions, to some months. 


In the very prime, however, of Mrs. Pitt's 
attractions, such was her profusion in pecuniary- 
concerns, that at different periods she is supposed 
to have received upwards oi fifty subscriptions, 
some to a very large amount indeed, to extricate 
her from her various embarrassments.— The 
P— of s,, the Dukes of Y-— and C—, 
General. St. L—g—r, and Colonel H--rv--y- 
At- n, have actually made collections for 
her themselves, in the Assembly-Room at Brigh- 
ton, whilst she has been in custody of the Susser 
bailiffs, at her own lodgings.— Indeed, such 
was the attractive beauty of her person, and her 
insinuating carriage, that they even forced the 
utmost attention, adiniration, and pity, of her 
OWN sex, so as to assist her on these melancholy 
occasions; and at the head of these subscriptions 
were often to be found the names of the Dutchess 
of R—t—4d, Mrs. F—izh—t, Miss Pigott, the 
Dutchess de Pienne, and many other women of 


the 


- 
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the first fashion, who were then classed among 
the ladies of the Prince's Party : though at the 
same time it may be a questionable point, but 
that many of them, whilst they candidly al- 


' lowed her every pity and protection, that op- 


pressed beauty could claim, that some of them 


also secretly repined at her participating favors, 


which they, as married women, conceived them- 


selves solely entitled ta. 


But the subscriptions coming so frequently, 


the men at length became weary of them, and 


Mrs. Pitt, to avoid her- creditors, fled to Paris. 
Here, also, she soon got herself involved, and 
having no principle to discharge her debts, when 
she possessed the actual means to do so, she 
was obliged to hit upon another expedient to si- 


lence the clamour of her duns. She gave them 


notes, drawn upon her on house (as she call'd 
it) in Boulton- Roto ; the bills were accepted in 
London, but neither the party or the money, at 
the time of payment, being forthcoming, an 
execution was put into the house, but the bill 

holders, 
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holders, to their severe mortification, soon found 
that it belonged to a Mrs. D n -d, and not 
to our heroine, who had only been a lodger 
there. CORY, 

Mrs. Pitt, however, by some means found 
her way safe back again to the white shores of 
Albion; and whether it was before she left this 
country, or on her return, that she met with 
Mr. Or—ll A—br—y, I have not been able to 
ascertain, but it is well known she entirely ru- 
ined this young gentleman by her extravagance, 
and at last precipitated him in the horrors and. 
gloom of a prison. 


Our heroine was, at one time, apparently 
devoted to the pursuits of the stage, — a pursuit 
which the harmonious tones of her voice, —her 
expressive and animated countenance, — together 
with her majestic figure, might have been at- 
tended with considerable success and eclat; but 
her timidity overwhelmed all these perfections, 
for when she attempted to rehearse a character 

her 
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her fears thoroughly impeded her articulation. 


Rehearsals she has attempted, at several pro- 
vincial Theatres, and once, if I remember right, 
she essayed the rehearsal of Juliet, on the 
boards of Covent. Garden, but in this — 


through the first scene of her part. 


— 


Our heroine was attached also to the heroes 
of the stage, as much as to the stage itself; and 


it is very extraordinary that some of these gen- 


tlemen could not conquer her dramatic bash- 


fulness. F. G. H— In, Esq. I believe, was 
Her favorite Romeo, who had then newly made 
his appearance in the dramatic hemisphere, and 


of which he has long since rendered himself a 
brilliant ornament, both by his professional abi- 


lity and his private deportment; —and so far as 
may relate to the connexion between him and 


Mrs. Pitt, I can truly add, that in this one in- 


stance she not only possessed the envied lover, 
but also — /e finished gentleman. 
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« The World's a wood, in which all lose their way, 
Tho? by a different path each goes astray.” 


Now, our heroine, having lost her way so 
many hundred times, it was a great point of 
chance. but what she had stuck fast at last.— 
After experiencing, however, the various buf- 
fets of fortune, and all the vicissitudes of pros- 
perity and distress, she at-length became a re- 
claimed and honest woman, by being made the 
wife of Mr. S—tt, a provincial actor, who, 
having a comfortable independency bequeathed 
him by a relation, quitted the stage, since which 
they have retired to a remote and romantic part 
of the country. They have lived in this recluse 
situation for four or five years, and enjoying, as 
they do, all the comforts of life, they apparently 
never wish to re- enter into the bustle and per- 
plexities of the greater world, —wasely preferring 
mental happiness and an independent state, to 
every other superficial consideration. 


And 
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And now, before I conclude, fain would 1 
recommend the progress of Mrs. Pitt's life to 
the attention of tie fashionable Cypriad; —fain 
would I hold it up as a lesson for them to steer 
their future conduct by! Let them mark their 
fair sister's early career, and see to what a fruit- 
less end a series of extravagance and dissipation 
arrived at last; — to what misery, also, it led. 
for surely the horrors and apprehensions of a 
prison being continually before her, must have 
been misery indeed ! — Though still in the prime 
of her beauty, Mrs. Pitt became disesteemed 
and negleCted by her most active protectors, for 
her thoughtlessness, profusion, and bad prin- 


h « Cciple;—her charms (powerful as they latterly 
were) could not, at one time, even supply or 
7 command the necessaries of lite Alas, how 
6 many fair Cytherians do I daily perceive pur- 
y  --Suing the same ill-fated track, careless of what's 
ik - to come, and only thoughtful of the pleasures of 


the present day. Whilst gliding gaily in their 
elegant chariots, through the vortex of dissipa- 
tion, they never think of casting a retrospective 

view 
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view on the lofty and dreary walls of the many 
prisons with which the Metropolis abounds; 
and where hundreds of their poor unfortunate 
sisterhood have been plunged in infamy, or have 
perished with want, from having once led the 


same unthinking course of lives as they are doing 


n. Or, still more distressing, to behold the 
Solitary confines, where the poor miserable 
maniac“ groans away her weary hours and 
days, thither led by the consuming maddening 
power of dissipation.— Here indeed is an awful 
subject for the most serious contemplation ! |— 
Ere then it 1s too late, ye fair daughters of 
Idalia, check this improvident career - make it 
your future resolve to be cautious, prudent, and 
Saving, as far as propriety and your situation 
will allow ; and when the heat of youth and the 
turbulence of passion have subsided into calm 
reflection, you will then find, how far superior 
a life of competence and retirement (which the 
once dissipated Nancy Put now tranquilly en- 

| 370 


* The beautiful Mrs. Barker is now in one of these melancholy places. 
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Joys) is, to the uncertain prostituted pleasures 
of a Cyprian life. | 


There are some women, however, who, from 


habit and inclination have such a natural anti- 
pathy to reform, that they prefer spending their 


whole lives in the professional practice of de- 
bauchery and infamy though I think I can 
freely say, that I do not believe there are any 
at present, among those whom I have selected 
in the early part of this work. 


* 


Such then as I shall now express, are these 


miserable women's rise, decline, and fall, —a 


wretched picture indeed, but too true a one! — 


A character of this description first rises 
from her original obscurity, through the youth- 
ful charms of her person; and soon acquiring 
notoriety, she gradually ascends the Cyprian 
ladder, step by step, till her good fortune con- 


ducts her to the very summit. 


L During 


\ 


246 THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAD. 


During this period, which may last perhaps 
for six or seven years, she has enjoyed the ho- 
nor of being drank as a favorite toast, at all 
the gay and fashionable taverns about Town 
has been the mistress, by turns, of all the dash- 
ing young men of fashion — and perhaps has 
rolled in equipages superior to all her cytherian 
cotemporaries.— All these enjoyments last for a 
time - the men at length get weary and surfeited, 
she is supplanted by novelty and neglected by 
her former fashionable friends, she gets neglected 
by every one else; — for, when the stamp of 
fashion is once erased, the old coin will seldom 
pass current any Where. — She now becomes a 
blank as it were, and never having the prudence 
and precaution of looking forward to the rainy 
day (that eventful day, which, sooner or later 
must arrive) —she begins gradually to descend 
from the envied summit she has so long retained, 
?till at length she is under the necessity of fre- 
quenting the lobbies of the Theatres, and the 
Bagnios in Covent-Garden, to gain a bare sub- 
sistence. This wretched and uncertain career 
of 
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-of life continues for some few years, *till re- 
. peated debaucheries and diseases bring on the 
wrinkles of old age, before she has attained the 
- meridian of life. —She then becomes a walking 
procuress, and skilled in all the arts of intrigue 
and seduction, entices many an innocent crea- 


ture away from her happy parental threshold. 


And, last of all, necessity, leagued with infamy, 


and with a character too far blasted to admit of 
any other society, she becomes some common 


woman's hireling, when Geneva, and other in- 
temperate remedies to obliterate reflection, soon 


puts an end to her life and obliquy together ;— 
and now having no friends to provide her with 
a decent funeral, she is clapped up in a wooden 
casement, pro forma, at the expence of the pa- 
rish, and from the burial ground her body is 


soon afterwards conveyed into some neigh- 
bouring surgeon's hands, for dissection, 


« Crush'd by misfortune, — lasted by disease, 
And none none left to bear a friendly part.“ 
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„ E T TE N XV. 


Ars. HARDY. 


' 
: 
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Tums beautiful and accomplished daughter 
| of Cytheria, is the natural child of General 
H—-y, and half sister to Captain H—-y, who, 
| before the war, was always one who had the 
Honor of being ranked among the P — of 
Nes suite. Her education and endowments 
sprung from the fertile sources of France and 
Ttaly, where nature and art combined to smile 
upon and adorn both her mind and person. 
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There is no woman about Town who has 


more -marked attention paid her than Mrs. 
Hardy. The nobility, so far from ayoiding 


her, in the fashionable promenades, on the con- 
trary esteem it as a distinction, — nay, an enter- 
tainment, to enjoy the society and conversation 
of our beautiful and accomplished heroine.— I 


am happy to single out this fair instance, as 


there are very few of De fashionable Cypriad 
whom a man of fashion, or, rather a man of 
sense, with fashion attached also to his cha- 
racter, would wish to walk or talk with in 
public. The majority; though they passess all 
the incentives of beauty, to attract similar marks 
of attention, still they are in general so ignorant 


and insipid as to defeat all the purposes of ra- 
tional entertainment, from their want of powers 


to engage in easy conversation; — they want, 
also, that polished behaviour, — that fascinating 
power, to throw a fairy link (as it were) over 


the mind, which chiefly commands the esteem 


and attention of the real man of sense and i 


fashion. 


1 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Hardy lived, or, J may blot and add, 


with more propriety, existed for many years 


with the Honorable Ge C--1w--y, between 
whom a strong and mutual attachment long 
subsisted. To his fair chere amie this worthy 
character may be supposed in a great measure 
to have been indebted for many favors whilst 
his purse was in a state of insolvency.— Jealous 
of her he was to the extremest point, but still 
it cannot but be supposed, that Mrs. Hardy must 
have intrigued to effectuate that united support 
and maintenance which their circumstances 
and appearances must have claimed and called 
for. 


No man or woman (let their distinction be 
what it may) can possibly live happy in such a 
state as this; — for bitter reflections are sure to 
escape one party, — and retorts, as equally se- 


vere, are returned by the other. 


Here is another instance (among the many 
I $hall have an occasion of introducing) where 
_ birth 
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birth and fashion drown and smother the voice Jy 

| of - prejudice. No man, perhaps, received 

greater favors from a woman than the Honor- 
able G did from Mrs. Hardy, 
but in lieu of being dispraised and run down, by 


the voice of slander and calumny, as another 

of less consequence would have been, he was 
envied and flattered, . and all that severity of 
retort expunged, which falls on the shoulders 

of a man, acting up in the same light, but 

vrhose situation and cirsumstances, in point of 
birth and family connexions, happen to be far 

inferior, though at the same time his mind and 
person may have been enriched and adorned 

with the superior gift of mental endowments 

and personal recommendation. . 

After this connexion had subsisted for five 
years, or thereabouts, Mrs. Hardy was obliged, 
through the embarrassed state of her circum - 


stances, and the apprehensions of a prison, to 

fly her house and seek for protection and li- 

berty in the country, under her sister's roof, 
which 


__ 
2 
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of settlement, and 


this being in some shape effected, our heroine 


Bolton- Street. 


train 


ENCE in 


returned a little better than a twelvemonth ago, 


to her former resid 


could be put in some 
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e 


Mrs. FOR DAN. 


L HERE is no character I have set down 
to with more pleasure and satisfaction than the 
one now before me. Mrs. Jordan's introduc- 
tion into this work, under the denomination of 
a fashionable Cypriad, might not, perhaps, have 
been expected: But as the highest rank of fe- 
males, wha have afforded the least opening for 
the investigation of their gallantries, and the con- 
sequent particulars, of their /zves, will be impar- 
tially classed on the Cytherian file, as times and 
circumstances may admit, in the. course of this 
work, 
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work; Mrs. Jordan, certainly, is of too much 
consequence to escape attention ;—a work, in- 
deed, which when completed will form an in- 


teresting and entertaining Brography of the. finest 
women in this Kingdom: 


rs. 7ordan's. memoirs are well known in 
the Theatrical world; but as they may not be 
so among the fashionable Hemzisphere, I shall 
give them, in some slight/ shape, as they are to 
be found in the Theatrical registers, introducing, 
however, several original anecdotes never be- 
fore published: for when two persons have 
made themselves perfectly acquainted with on- 
ubject, it is not to be supposed that there will 
be a great difference in the distinct relations. 


rs. Jordans father was a Captain in the 
army, he was possessed of some fortune and is 
said to have been a gentleman · of great personal 
accomplishments. It is to be lainented, at the 
same time, for the sake of an amiable wife and 
an n amiable. offspring, that he was nat 


posscssed 
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possessed of a few mental ones also. The ex- 
terior appearance of the tree was stately and 
comely, whilst the interior was corrupt and de- 
praved. When stationed in Wales, Captain 
B- became enamoured of the daughter of 2 
ele clergyman. From some private domestio 
circumstances they were obliged to elope to 
Ireland, where they were married, both being 
then under age: | | 


m years rolled on in a state of uninter- 
rupted happineſs, and the fruits of this mutual 
conjugal tendernefs were nine children. But 
the infernal spirit must make himself busy some 
time or another, sooner or later, in what con- 
cerns our human happiness, — he therefore con- 
jured up a lawyer, in the person of a Dr. Bud, 
a civilian, in Dublin, to marr and destroy poor 
Mrs. B—d's future prospects of comfort and in- 
dependence. This worth y and disinterested man 
was father to our Captain, and who procured 
the marriage to be annulled, as being made in 
nn that his no less worthy on, (who had 


lived 


185 THE FASHIONABLE: CYPRIAD- 


lived so many years, in the eye of God and the 
world, with the most amiable of women, and 
who had borne him so many children) might 
receive the hand of a worthless woman of great 
fortune, who had long been his known 9 


The . bad * * time . che 
on of Colonel, and having by his marriage got 
into the possess ion of a splendid fortune, he very 
humanely, and like a soldier, — a gentleman,— 

a tender father—and affeQionate parent—took 
the earliest opportunity of ſending his wife and 
all her little ones, back to her native place,. 

generausly; allowing, them a small sum for their 
e. 4 


4» 
= * 


WEE” 
3 


3s ** is gh that omni the riches the 
Colonel acquired by this new alliance, he never 
enjoyed his former serenity of mind with his 
second wife. It would have been a great pity 
if he bad. — The same infernal spirit that 
reigned in the bosom of the selfish civilian, 
must often have delighted to represent before 

his 


7 4 


at 
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his tortured imagination, the images of his dis- 
carded wife and innocent offspring.— Whether 
this was the real case or not, I cannot pretend 


to ascertain, but the Colonel died soon after his 


second marriage. 


The second Mrs. Bland having secured her 
fortune, she very nobly refused the smallest as- 
sistance to her husband's children upon his de- 
mise. The friends of the latter, however, with 
a partial degree of humanity, did something for 
them; but as if the fallen are always afterwards to 


be oppressed and trod upon, they took no more 


notice of the poor mother than if she had been 
Hying in the same grave with her cruel and un- 
grateful husband. Miss Bland (our present he- 
roine) was now determined to make a struggle 


for the independency of her mother and self, and 


therefore looked forward to the stage, as the soil 
where her genius would best thrive and sueceed. 


In the first career of public life, Miss Bland 
was distinguished on the boards of the Dublin 
| Theatre, 
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Theatre, under the fictitious name of Miss 
Francis. This name, it is said, she adopted 


upon the ground of family pride; —if so, it was 
an erroneous pride, — for when our heroine was 
deserted by her wealthier kindred and exposed, 
at that tender age, to the vicissitudes and dis- 
tresses of the world, she need not have shrunk 
from -exposing . also that name from whence 


sprung all her mother's misfortunes, and which, 
by exemplifying and extending to their view, 


would rather have given her a claim to the 
world's pity and protection. 


This same pride, or ideal family conse- 


quence, (though what I am. going to observe 


here can have no relation to Mrs. Jordan,) has 
had its full way among the sons and daughters 
of the Sock and Buskin;—they take the most 


diligent care to conceal their family secrets, as 


well as the fair daughters of Cytheria, though 


every evening that I attend the Theatre, I re- 
cognize the Knight of the Comb and the Razor. 
in the hero of some Tragedy; — Knights also of 

; the 


—— 232 


we 


the manager, (Who, I really believe is one of 
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Hammer and the Needle, in Comedy and Opera, 


and a Lady Betty Modish who has often handled 
a mop in the precincts of Covent-Garden.— Why 


support, therefore, such false and ridiculous 
ideas of pride and affected secrecy? For my 


part, I should laugh over such circumstances, 
and glory in the idea that L have been enabled, 
by my own merit and industry, to raise myself 
from obscurity to a station where my talents 
command respect and esteem from every man 
of real sense and understanding. 


Miss Francis did not long remain in the genial 
soil of Hibernia, for beieg seduced in the mana- 
gerial Haram, she fell a struggling victim to 
the then grand Seignior's uncontroulable power. 
No sooner, however, was she released than she 
fled from Dublin, and, accompanied by her 
mother, went to Leeds, where the Vert com- 


pany · were then performing. 


On Miss Francis sending for Mr. Wilkinson, 


tlie 
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the kindest managers that the provincial The- 


atres can boast of,) he briefly interrogated our 


heroine respecting her abilities, and she as 


briefly informed him that she conceived herself 


capable of undertaking any cast of parts in the 


theatric list. Upon this assurance he consented 
to grant her a trial, and to display the versati- 


lity of her talents, she made choice of the two 
-contrasted characters of Calista, in the Fair 


Penitent, and Lucy, in the Virgin Dumas d, 


giving the audience, also, a vocal treat, between 


% 


wy play and farce. 


The curiosity of the people at Leeds was 
much excited at seeing this first appearance 
announced, and being great encouragers of dra- 
matic talent, the house in consequence was 


crouded on the night of her debut. She per- 
formed both characters with great spirit, effect, 


and humour, — and was immediately put down. 
in the public opinion, as an actress of infinite 
promise.— The manager considered her as a 
valuable Rs pn and agreed to give her a 

Salary 
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salary of Fifteen Shillings a week, his highest 
not . a Guinea and a Half. 

Miss Francis, in order to conceal her retreat, 
was obliged to change her name, and the origin 
of her present one was owing to the following 
curious conceit, which: she relates, I believe, 
herself, as a fact. Having been. describing the 
misfortunes and cruel treatment she met with in 
Ireland, she at length exclaimed, at sſie was 
« rure she had shed tears enough to overflow the 
« 7;zver Fordan.””— Not having then fixed upon 
what name she should assume, that of Jordan, 
which she had just so emphatically mentioned, 
was hit upon by a friend, and she accordingly 
took it: 


In this tranquil though humble situation, 
Mrs. Jordan was not suffered to remain un- 
molested.— As she had quitted Dublin before the 
expiration of her articles, she was thteatened 
with an arrest, unless she immediately returned. 
In this crisis our heroine experienced the hu- 


M manity 
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manity and benevolence of Mr. Swan, an et- 
derly gentleman, well known and universally 
respected; who, after a short enquiry into the 
circumstances of her situation, being convinced 
her misfortune was not occasioned by her own 
misconduct, but by the artifice of others, actu- 
ally released her from apprehensions of a pri- 
son, by paying the sum of (2 50. the forfeiture | 
contained in her agreement, and ever after ma- 
nitested to her the most paternal affection, and 
sincerest concern for her welfare and interest. 


Mrs. Jordan continued in the Vork company 
for three years, a great favorite, and I need not 
add most deservedly s0.— The manager also, to 
reward her improving talents, raised her to the 
first rank and salary in the theatre. 


In this interval, however, our heroine's em- 
barrassments, of the pecuniary kind, were fre- 
quent and urgent. — She had herself and a dear : 
mother to support, upon a mere nothing, (for 
when we consider the expences in getting up 
| FE | stage 
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| ' g8tage dresses, and a thousand other little 

nccessaries, with this small. pittance they 

9 could but barely exist.) —Notwithstanding all 
these depressions she had to encounter, she al- 
ways preserved an invariable energy of mind, 
which no misfortune could slacken, and which 
made her rise superior to every hardship and 
distress. | 


I shall relate a circumstance here, which, had 
it taken place, would have made a wonderful 
alteration in the fortunes of our heroine. _ 


During Mrs. Fordan's engagement at York, 
she was strongly urged by Mr. George Inchbald, 
then a member of Mr. Willinson's company, 
and son-in-law to Mrs. Inchbald, to enter with 
him into the holy obligations of matrimony.— 
Our heroine was as strongly inclined to the, 
match as Mr, Incſibald, but Mr. Smith happen- 
ing to see Mrs. Jordan at the York races, and 
being charmed with her abilities, he recom- 
mended her to the proprietors of Drury- Lane 
M 2 Theatre, 
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Theatre, as a fair and capable second to Mrs. 
Siddons in the walk of Tragedy.— This recom- 
mendation was immediately accepted, and our 
heroine was engaged for the subsequent season, 
at the salary of £4. per week. 


This reverse of fortune for the present inter- 
rupted the intended nuptials; for Mr. Jnchbald 
thought proper to procrastinate the marriage 
ceremony, till he found how his fair one suc- 
eeeded on the London boards. The success she 
experienced more than. corresponding with his 
warmest expectations, attracted him to the 
Metropolis, to cement the happy union ;—but, 
alas! poor George met with an unexpected and 
sorrowful reception, — fer on sending up his 
name, he was informed, That he was al- 
ways welcome to a knife and fork, but that 
nothing further could hereafter seriously be 
thought of.“ — What a strange revolution this 


simple circumstance caused in the lives and for- 


tunes of these two lovers — The one, at pre- 
sent, though. possessing a strong genius and 
| | great 


THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAD. 165 


great talents, ranking in the capacity of a poor 


strolling itinerant actor; whilst the other (tho? 


every way deserving of it) is riding in her car- 
riage, with the command of thousands at her 
power. 


J chall now follow the Theatrical Register 
for a page or two, and then enter into Mrs. 
Jordan's character in a different point of view. 


Our heroine soon perceived, on her arrival 
in the Metropolis, that her reputation in the 
line which she was engaged in, was likely to 
place her second only; and as she knew her ta- 
lents in Comedy had given universal satisfac- 
tion, and every new performer in London. was 
permitted to make choice of a part for their 
first appearance, she determined attempting the 
Country Girl; a part which had lain neglected, 
though abounding in wit, intrigue, and humour. 
The peculiarity of the character, and the no- 
velty of such a line of acting, aided by Mrs. 
Jordans inimitable powers, surprized the pub- 
| M 3 lic 
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lic with new scenes of the drama, which had 
been regarded with indifference, but which now 

appeared the legitimate offspring of the comic 
muse. | 


Novelty is the very soul of the stage.— The 
best pieces and the best performers fall by being 
too often seen; — and great as Mrs. Jordan un- 
doubtedly is, much of her success may be at- 
tributed to the new line of acting she has in- 
troduced.— For, though Tie Romp, the Country 
Girl, and Virgin Unmasked, had been represented 
before, they had never been so much followed. 
The managers doubled her salary; but even (8. 
a week was a small sum for the money she 
brought the house —slie remonstrated, but the 
managers very fairly replied, that the various 
persons they engaged at large salaries, who on 
trial proved useless, justified their adherence to 
such bargains as were likely to reimburse them. 
They however raised her salary to G12. per 
week, and granted her two benefits in the sea- 
$0n, at one of which, among other valuable 


presents, 
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presents, she received a purse from the club at 


Brooks's. 


In 1788 Mrs. Jordan went to Che/tenham, 
where an elegant and valuable medal was pre- 
sented her, as an acknowledgment for the great 


entertainment she had afforded them.— She re. 


sumed her station the following Winter in Lon- 
don, with renovated allurements; and may be 
said to have fairly beat Melpomene out of the 
field. | | 


Her astonishing success is believed to have 
created great uneasiness in the house of Kemble, 
who dislike the comic muse, from her evident 
antipathy to them, —Every opportunity was 
sought of insulting 7halia, by abridging the 


importance of Mrs. Jordan. She withdrew 


herself from the Theatre, and is said to have 
been offered a carte blanche by Mr. Harris — 


Mrs. Jordan, however, stated her grievance to 


Mr. Sheridan, who settled her at a salary of 
ce 
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£30. per week, which rendered her acceptance 
of Mr. Harris's offer unnecessary. 


Mrs. Jordan performed in the summer of 
1789, at Edinburgh, when Fackson, the mana- 
ger, attempted to raise an odium on her, for 
not performing on the nights she had promised, 
gratis, and from which she was prevented by 


the death of her mother. 


Her affection for her mother, who had ever 
been an indulgent parent, was extremely warm, 
and consequently she felt the most poignant an- 
guish at her loss.— Indeed, the brightest part of 
her character is, that she is kind to her relations 
and generous to the needy and numanity, says 
the moralist, is not only an indication of a feel- 
ing heart, but the strongest criterion of virtue. 


So much for Mrs. Fordan's establishment in 
the dramatic hemisphere.;—and now to matters 
of otherimport.— 


When | 
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When our heroine was at York, she always 
distinguished herself by the propriety of her pri- 
vate conduct, and the untaxed modesty of her 
manners; — rendering hereself thereby the more 
amiable and distinguished, by supporting, and 
firmly protecting a breach, which had been s 
ug, . and Nane 


Mrs. Jordan, therefore, in the view of a 
Fasſiionable Cypriad, claims a fair and honorable 
distinction.ä— Though always a Mistress, still 
she has always acted up to the rigid principles 
and œconomy of —the Wie. — She has never 
been lavish in her favours, but ever true and 
constant to the man she has lived with. 


The public, some time ago, bore ample and 
honourable testimony of her conduct, in regard 
to her separation with Mr. Ford. She bore 
this gentleman four children, three of whom 
are now alive. — She had ever comported her- 
self like a constant wife, —an affectionate mo- 
ther, —and a sincere friend, — ever solicitous and 

on 
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on the watch for their united comforts and hap- 
piness.— This tender conduct, so far and justly 
gained on the esteem and affection of Mr. Ford, 
that he promised to make her- Ais //ife. 


About this time the Duke of C——e offered 
Mrs. Jordan a carte blanche, if she would 
live with him. — Our heroine, without the least 
hesitation or disguise, and with the most open 
sincerity, laid these offers before her—friend,— 
The question now stood, whether he would 
fulfill his promise or not?: — He demurred, and 
ultimately objected to keep to his word. — The 
consequence was, after living with Mr. Ford 
nearly seven years, she closed with the Duke's 
offers, —observing on the occasion,—* That if 
she was doomed to be a mistress, justice and af- 
fection demanded, that her family, as well as 
herse!f, had a right and claim to peck and 


do the ben for themselves.” 


Mrs. Ferdax's'; .present connexion with the 
Duke, is too well known to require further 
comments 
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comments upon it. — His Grace has settled 
£800. a year on her for life, whilst the profit 
she acquires from her theatrical exertions, are 
carefully and punCtually placed in the funds, for 
the future provision of herself and family.— 
Mrs. Fordan cautiously and wisely regards the 
wheel of fortune with a doubtful eye, and she 
has judiciously determined to prepare against its 
future necessities. Her reign cannot endure 
for the chance period of a long life, and when 
the yellow leaf of Autumn perches on her 
chearful brow, sbe may then indulge herself, 
and ** laugh and shake in Rabelai's easy chair, — 
cheering her mind with this comfortable and 
happy reflection, that whilst fortune favoured 
her in her younger days, prudence fortunately 
stood her guardian Angel, and by their friendly 
union she now possesses more gontent and tran- 
quillity of mind, surrounded as she is by her 
children and her friends, than when the natural 


and exuberant passions of the heart were raised 
to the highest pitch,” 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Jordan principally resides with the Duke 
at Busſy-Parh. — She has an excellent house of 
her own in - Somerset-Street, where she lodges 
When the business of the Theatre commands 
her attendance. —His Grace, however, seldom, 
if ever, visits there; and on ttiese occasions it 
is customary for our heroine to breakfast in the 
morning with his Grace, at his apartments in 


A. 


Buckingham- House. 


Mrs. Jordan has seven children living. — The 
eldest, who is a fine accomplished girl about 
fourteen, is the offspring of Mr. D-, the 
late Irish manager.— She passes by the name of 
Miss Jordan. — She has three children by Mr. 
Ford, who also pass by the same name; and 


three more, a boy and two girls, by the 
Duke, who were christened by the name of 


® HFHitz- Clarence. They are all under the care 
and education, (together with Miss Jordan, a 
sister of our heroine's) of the Rev'd. Mr. 

Lleyu, 


e Fitz signifies Bastard. don't see what absolute necessity there 
was of attaching this word to the children's names. 
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Lind, at Ewell, Chaplain to his Grace, who 
receives from Mrs. Jordon, the yearly sum of 
£400: for their maintenance and instruction. 


And now to follow up the above little soli- 
loquy. As.a Mother, Mrs. Jordan will be- 
hold her children anxiously and attentively ho- 


vering over her declining powers, — blessing 
herself, as she surveys their fondness. and af- 
fection, that fortune, and her. prudence, have 
rendered them thus chearful, happy, and inde- 
pendent.— The noble sentiments flowing from 
a liberal education, will teach them to reverence 
the mother, without sprinkling the tender ema- 
nation with any unworthy reflections on the 
—father.—And the base ungenerous tongue, 
that 1gnorantly reflects upon their own birth, 
that education will teach them to despise ; whilst 
if. necessary, it will also teach them to resent 
and chastise. — The sense engrafted in their 
youthful. minds, by the liberal and Christian 
principles of. a Llayd, will likewise teach them, 
that one Being is the great and universal Parent 
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of mankind ; and that Being will instruct them 
that next to him, they owe all their love and 
homage to a. fond—a tender, and ever anxious 
mother. 


Fame on Jordan, has already bestowed her 
richest laurels, and” henceforward may every 
domestic comfort accompany her to the last 
scene of the World's great Stage. 


LETTER 


2 
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"HE TL EN” IViL. 


Mrs. HARRISON. 


1 N most of our romances we find, that when 


Orphans are, by some fortuitous means, found 


under the protection of a poor cottager, if they 
chance to display, as they grow up in years, a 
superior command of persona fine figure, and 
a beautiful countenance, then they must na- 
turally be the offspring of some great Baron, 
or Lord Paramount, who, for some clandestine 
reasons, have cruelly deserted them to the pro- 
tection of chance. We will admit this conclu- 


sion, so far as it relates to romance, but why 


cannot 
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cannot the same exterior requisites be attached 
to the deserted orphan. of a poor villager, as 
well as a great Baron ?—lIdle distinction 
That this can J shall easily shew, in the subject 


now before me. 


Mrs. Harrison's original name was: Sophia 
: Elizabeth Marder. Her life, indeed, displays 
p such a scantiness of matter, that were it not 
for her beauty and fashion, she certainly would 
have remained unnoticed in this work. — There 
succeeds a still stronger point to claim. my at- 
tention and pity, — Sepia Harrison is an orphan. 
She never experienced the fondness and indul- 
gence of a parent, — of course, unknown, and 
uneducated, she was thrown upon the world's 
7 | wide stage; and considering her in this forlorn 
© | light, she Ty” possesses a claim to pity and 
attention. 


Do not tell me, that it is women who are ab- 
solutely depraved,—it is man that is really the 
IT of depravity Even from the meanest 
| wretch, 
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wretch, to the embossed circle of royalty. 

Momen, — that is women of the Town, according 
to the libertine idiom, are thought to be neces- 
Sary evils.— Why so?— when they could easily 
be made such necessary benefits. I have known 
those who have been habituated in the paths of 
prostitution, to have proved the tendekest - and 
most faithful of wives. Man first teaches them 
vice, and it is neceesity afterwards that forces 
them to continue the. meretricious traffic. 
What must a woman's feelings be, possessing 
the smallest sbark of sensibility, to be obliged 
to recline on an unknown fellow's arm? — What 
could necessitate her to humble to sicken even 


under this disgusting embrace, — night after night 
5 — hour after hour but dire necessity ?!— 
d & Unhappy sex! when beauty is your snare, = 


Expos'd to trials, made too frail to bear,” 


iv The hapless wretch, that stands shivering in 


* the cold damp street, eagerly grasping at every 
st Stranger's arm as he passes by, and inviting 
4 0 ; 


N him 
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him to her half uncovered bed, for the matir 
provision, and to satisfy in part the clamorous 
dins of her threatening hostile hostess,—is not, 
perhaps, more abject and distressed in mind and 
feelings, than the Fashionable Cypriad.— The 
poor illiterate street-walker catches at her prey, 
and just as she finds him she takes him.— The 
elegant and refined kept- woman, on the con- 
trary, weighed down between the tormenting 
thoughts of what che is and what 5he might have 
been, reelines her heavy head upon her tearful 
couch, waiting, with anxiety, and with horror, 
ſor the man she lives with. —A man she loaths, 
abhors !—a gambler—a drunkard—a swindler 
and when he dies arrive, her ears are then 
dinned: with his losses, or, her gaudy bed spoilec 
and contaminated, with the effusions of his in- 
toxication.— Then, oh ye daughters of blue- 
eyed chastity, point not the scoſſing glance at 
these unfortunate fair ones as ye pass them by, 
—on the contrary, pity them;—and if they ap-- 
pear before ye in the mantle of poverty, distress 


and sorrow, endeavour to relieve them. —Afﬀord 
19 them 
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them the chearful glance of hope—stretclr out 
to them your protecting hand. Ve are all the 
daughters of one Supreme Being his first es- 
sence is Charity and Universal Benevolence 
and when ye all indistinctly appear before his 
awful tribunal, those tears and compassion you 
have tenderly: shewn for these his poor help- 
less - protectless children, — will be trebly remu- 
nerated on your-own heads. 


Mrs. Harrison, when very young, (having 
not yet attained one-and- twenty) was seduced at 
the Star and Garter, at Kew-Bridge, by Lieut. 
Col. E- -e. — I next find her with 


C—t—1, Esq with whom she cohabited for a 


Short time in Arlington- Street, and whom she 
left in a state of pregnancy.—General Gun 


afterwards introduced her to the Priestess of 


Berkley- Street, the deceased Mrs. Weston, where 
she of course submitted upon the old established 
rules, and infamous obligations, to receive the 


embraces of any indiscriminate visitor. 


N 2 To 
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To this house of infamy sueceeded NIrs. 
Oliver, a woman much. more notorious than 
her predecessor. Of all wretches, these are- 
most disgraceful and pernicious to the cummu- 
nity—— Wretches who are only fit for the so- 
ciety of hangmen, and like them, to be ever 
avoided, —[ndeed, the latter are not so criminal, 
as they act from necessity ; whilst the others 
act from the natural viciousness of habit and 
inclination — 


„Monsters more fierce, offended Heav'n ne'er sent, 


From Hell's abyss, for human punishment.” 


I have read somewhere, that there is a parti- 
cular place in the infernal regions allotted for 
old b ds; by the same good rule they shall 
have a snug distinct corner, laid apart for them, 
under a separate head, as a kind of summing 


up of this work, —as it would be even shameful 


and degrading, to class them among those 
Fashionable Cypriads 1 have selected for the for- 
mer parts. All walking procuresses, likewise lo- 

custs 
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custs who infest the Metropolis, shall have a 
- lack niche each ;—wretches whom I think more 
dangerous than all, as, by the subterfuge of 
-conveying.goods, —and other infernal contriv- 
ances, they gain access into honest tradesmen's 


families, and by perseverance and artifice, too 
often seduce away their innocent daugliters.— 


But this is a mere outline of their diabolical 
practices. | 


The serail in Berkley-Street is very spacious, 
elegant and commodious for the unwieldy pries- 
tess's purpose. It Hogarth was alive, he could 
not have a better model for a jolly b— d, than 
Mrs. Oliuer. As visitors are incessantly coming 
zn at all hours of the night, by the same rule 
the poor martyrs, of inmates, are obliged to sit 
up to receive them for they do not begin to 
dress for the sacrifice, till ten o'clock. This 
was the predicament that Sophia Harrison stood 


in when she was there; and T have been in- 


formed, that it is not at all unusual, for each 
girl to receive six or seven different drunken men 


of 
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of fashion in one night the priestess at the 
same time sitting up to receive a third of their 


prostitution, -whilst the other part generally goes 


for board and lodging. Oh horrible! horrible 


From the dreadful mansion of Mrs. Oliver, 
our heroine with great difficulty was got away 
by Capt. Gr—:. Under this gentleman's pro- 
tection she was removed to Berners-Street, with 
whom she lived till he was ordered to the Mest- 
Huclies.— This, as it appears, was a mutual at- 
tachment.— Some time after Capt. Gris de- 


parture, Mrs. Harrison lived with Capt. G—y, 


but soon deserted him, on the former's return 
to England. They were again, however, soon 
obliged to part; since whieh period Mrs. Har- 
risons house in Boulton-Row has been the ren- 
dezvous of all the gay young men of fashien 
about town. Last summer, at Brighton, our 
heroine had nearly made a conquest of the Duke 
of B— 4; but though her person attracted his 
attention and admiration, nn, of her Cyprian 

sisterhood, 
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sisterhood, by some unfair reports, alienated his 
Grace's affection from her. 


It was at this fashionable place also, that our 
Heroine met with ——— H- cs, Esq. and 
with this gentleman she continues at present to 
reside. N | 


- Mrs. Harrison truly possesses a feeling and a 
generous heart. —Her purse is always open to 
relieve the calls of sorrow and distress.— When 
she hears of any poor helpless female in her 
neighbourhood, who is -lying-in, and in want 
of those necessaries indispensible to that situ- 
ation, she will attend the poor woman herself, 
and see that she has every requisite comfort pro- 
vided for her.—In her disposition she is natu- 
rally thoughtless and extravagant, — but in point 
of grinciple, she is strictly correct and honor- 
able.—In company she is pleasant and agree- 
able, possessing a great flow of spirits and good 
humour; — but when left to solitude and reflec- 
tion, the beautiful Sophia Harrison will weep 
| many 
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many a heavy hour, and contemplate, with 
every poignancy that a heart-of-5ensibility can 
in any manner possibly be 1 0 to do—on 
what 5he is 


One most essential and indispensible polish 


. however, is wanting, to improve the manners 


and society of Mrs. Harrison, and that is — 


education ; — a deficiency, that she is now assi- 
duously endeavouring to remove, by employing 


the first masters to improve her. Her intellectual 
powers are at present strong, consistent, and 


rational, stronger, in proportion, perhaps, as it 
frequently happens, from the mind not being cul- 


tivated in its infancy; for we often find untaught 
beings, possess a strong and vivid imagination. — 
In this instance, however, it appears a rich 


and genial soil, and will, it is most probable, 


with proper and tender eee oa a 
kindly harvest. 2 5 


LETTER 
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Ars. S. WILLIAMS. 


13 18 Lady, whose warmth of heart,— 
exhiliration of soul, —and energy of mind, often 
render her the subject of sisterly envy and con- 


cern, is the daughter of a once „ 
tradesman of Chichester. 


It being the destiny of our heroine, however, 
to move in a far different sphere than in that of 
a china-shop, chance accordingly ordered Major 


C—ch—1! to quarters at Chichester, where he 


took up his lodgings at the house of Mrs. Wil- 


liams's 
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liams's father. — It is here needless to comment 

| on the consequences that succeeded; suffice it 5 
| | to say, that the Major soon gained the affection, 
| fn and afterwards the possession of our heroine's 

9 person; and when he was obliged to leave Cli- 

i chester, she followed him to London. 

| The conduct and elopement of the daughter 

it was soon succeeded by the ruin of the father, 

| who shortly after became a bankrupt both in 

1 mind and trade. As the indiscretion, however, 

'| of the former, could not be healed, or recalled, 


she generously summoned filial reflection to her 
aid; and in order to ameliorate the irreparable 
wound she had given a parent's feelings, she 


. cond 


WO EV ren 5 


1 immediately found means to provide them with 
j | a handsome maintenance in London, which she 
| | : has been enabled -to continue to them to this 
Ri very day. | | 
li From the arms of Major C——1, we next 
ö 4 find Mrs. Williams under the cytherian roof of 
| 1 Mrs. Heston, which, indeed, was once the se- 
4 ö 
| 
| 
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cond step a fine woman ascended, after the-loss 
of character. From seduction she passed to 
prostitution.ä— Our heroine, though she could 
not boast of so much beauty as her sisterhogd 
Mesdames Pitt, NWyndham, (then better known 
by the name of Charlotte. Mun, and Finch, 
then residing in the same mansion, still she at- 


tracted the attention, esteem, and friendship of 


the noblest visitors who. resorted there.— The 
chief of whom was his Royal Highness the 
Prince of //—=s, and who has continued his 
esteem and friendship for her to the, present 
ume. Wh: 


Among the other votaries at Mrs- Weston's 


temple, for the favours of Mrs. WÄilliams, was 
the late Lord. /--15w—#; who became so struck 
with our heroine's-person and manners, as to 
remove her from thence, to his own house in 
Graton-Street.— The fruits of this. connexion 
was a child, but which connexion was suddenly 


dissolved, by the folly, imprudence, and de+ 


prayed appetite of Mrs. Williams. 
When 
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When the ennobled or opulent man -expects 

a regular system of conduct and constihcy to be 
found in his mistress, it can but be a mere fal- 
lacy practiced on his on imagination, —an in- 
ward conceit, to lull his feelings and cherish his 
vanity. What he sees or hears not, of course 

He cannot feel; — but, indeed, a man of sense, in 

these instances, if he has any regard to his feel- 

ings and his 'gratifications, should occasionally 

de as blind to the follies and dissipations of his 

mistress, as a father should to those of his son, 

first launching into manhood and the world; for 
you may as well attempt to keep the one 
from the brothel, as the other from privately 


In speaking, however, of Mrs. Williams, che 
Jebased her person and mutilated her fortunes 


by the groggest .condescension; for not satisfied 
with privat y intriguing, she stooped so meanly 


low.as. to take a lover under her patron's roof, 
and that too, —oh! shame upon thee, Sarah! 
his own groom, and in whose embrace 

| she 


— 
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she happened one day to be. detected by his 
Lordship.. 


need but observe, that this discovery occa- 
sioned an immediate separation.— The folly and 
baseness which Mrs. Williams had attached to 
her character in the former instance, obscures 
many beautiful tints which glow in the brief 
progress of her memoirs. An innate baseness 
of mind and appetite must be leagued with the 


prior concern, as no menial would attempt to” 


take any licentious liberty with his mistress, 
without she threw out the first provocative, and 
by this irresistible lure of the one, the other not 
only forfeits the esteem and good report of his 
master, but also, when he applies for his loaf 
elsewhere, he is disregarded as a dangerous 
member in a family, for his former ill conduct 
and ingratitude; —fer under similar circum- 
stances, a fellow would take the same liberty 
with his master's wife, as he had previously 
done with his master's mistress. 
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I have observed before, that the fruits of 
Mrs. Hilliams's connexion with Lord M. 
was one child. — This infant the mother was 
and is still distractedly fond of; and, indeed, it 
is, a doubt on the amiable side of our heroine's 
character, whieh of the two she stands the most 
conspicuous for, —as being the fond child her- 


self, or the fond mother. 
F 


His Lordship, however, was also deeply at- 
tached and much affected to this infant, and 
strongly wished to preserve it under his own 
immediate and more sufficient care and pro- 
tection.— But: here the mother's feelings pre- 
vailed, she would not part with her infant, — 
her maternal tenderness conquered every per- 
suasion, — every obstacle, — and rather than be 
divided from her child she chearfully contented 
herself with the slender provision of 50. for its 
future maintenance, which was the sum, I be- 
lieve, neither more or less, that she received from 
his Lordship on their separation. _— 


The 
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The indiscreet connexion that she had formed 
with her groom, followed her even to the house 
of Mrs. Weston, where having made an ap- 
plication to return on the former establishment, 
she was rejected by the offended priestess. In 
her sublime notions of honorable gallantry, she 
had made herself an object of pollution; though, 
J believe, there can no doubt exist, that if the 
favored groom had appeared before her altar, 
in a different dress and character, and freely 
conti ibuted his golden incens?2, that he had been 
as welcome a devotee at the shrine of either 
Mesdames Pitt, Fincb, or Charlotte Muir, as the 
first and the grandest. If our heroine, however, 
thus forfeited the delicate and susceptible friend- 
ship and protection of Mrs. Weston, she still re- 
tained a steady friend in the person of royalty. 


Thus discarded from Berkeley-Street, she went 
to Curxon- Street, and Mrs. Pitt emigrating from 
thence about that time, they lived together 
in the same house, where, for some consider- 
able time, occasionally there, or at the water- 
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ing places; as the seasons suited, they distinctly 
carried on an indiscriminate course of gallantries. 
Shefroved, like the Arabian courser, unbridled: 
and unrestrained, till, she at last met with Capt. 
C—ks—n,y with whom she has now cohabited . 
many years, and who furnished her a genteel 
house, in Margaret-Street, Cauendish-Square, 
where she still continues to reside. 


Thus far I have followed, and I think cor- 
rectly so, Mrs. S. Williams, in the leading cir- 
cumstances of her cyprian life; and I am happy 
to conclude, with this confident assertion 
that not one of her sisterhood possesses a warmer 
heart, a more disinterested spirit, or a more ra- 
pid flow of tenderness and humanity. 


Nancy George was once, I remember, a com- 
panion of Mrs. Williams's, and at one time a 
more interesting creature scarcely ever breathed, 
Her features were regularly beautiful, and jt 
Vas at Brighton, I believe, about the year 1788, 
| | (when 
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{when with our heroine) that she was in the 
climax of her charms. - 


— 2 Praiving what is lost, 
Makes the remembrance dear.“ 


Therefore have I briefly taken the opportunity: 


of introducing this once lovely creature's me- 
mory—tfor, perhaps, no grave stone tells where 
she lies /—a small grassy Hilloct only, may-now 
cover those remains, which, when in a state of 
animation, elevated the soul to love and admi- 
ration.— I then will be thy memorialist, thou 
sweetest flower that ever budded in the field of 
beauty !—Oh ! when I cast a reflection back on 
this once beautiful girl, who was untimely felled 
by the contaminating blast of curst prostitution, 
ere one-and-twenty * summers had flown o'er 
| her lovely head, my blood recoils with pity and 
horror !—Accept this lesson then, from me, ye 


* fair cytherian ones, —and by affording a few 
; moments contemplation on the fate of poor 
, 

mm 9 O Nancy 


* She died in a deep decline. 
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Nancy George, who was wont to be the gayest 
and the fairest on the cytherian file, learn to 
avoid her early destiny ;—for, if ye thought- 
lessly hurry on in rapid and successive scenes of 
dissipation, like her, also, expect soon to lay 
mouldering in the grave, where you will 
will be consigned to oblivion. 


Peace, then, to thy youthful manes ! and 
may*st thou now breathe that celestial air, where 
base seduction, and that still baser female fiend 
—prostitution,—never more can poison and 
pollute thee, | 
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LETTER XIX. 


Madame DERVILL E. 


"Lms fortunate lady was originally a figu- 
rante, at the Opera in Paris, and came to 
England a few years before the French Revolu- 
tion. Here she eontinued-some time much in- 
volved, and was in the greatest pecuniary em- 
barrassments, till she found a temporary friend 
R and protector in Lord MA. -yn- -d. Thus assisted 
and enabled to appear a little more in the gay 
and gallant circles, she met with 7-rv—e C- Ke, 
Es. with whom she lived two years, and in 
which period she brought him one child, 
O 2 | and 
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and for whose support he allows her: C1002 
year. This allowance on the part of Mr. C---ke 
remains optional, but has always been honor- 
ably and regularly paid. | 


The next gallant who stood forth, and still 
stands Madame ..Derville's protector, is Mr. 
G-s/—g, the banker. During this connexion, 
our Galkc heroine has considerably encreased 
the family of her cher ami; having produced him 
no less than four fine children. 


Madame Derville is a woman of indiscrimi- 
nate gallantry, and what is very natural, she 


displays a most decided and visible partiality 


for her emigrant countrymen.— These clandes- 
tine antrigues are carried on and supported, like 
the self exiled reptiles themselves — by dint of 
English gold. Our French heroine gives elegant 
dinners and superb suppers, at her house in 
Great-Matlborough-Street. — These fellows are 


the chief companions of her table, whilst Jon 
Bull, or Jom the banker, unwittingly pays for 


the 


he 
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the luxurious enterta inments, and unknowingly. 
also, gorges the very miscreants, when it should. 
have been long ago his most active endeavour, 
his main point and 3 have crushed 
and destroyed them. 


But why should I descant on policy, when I 
I am writing on a French subject On a French 
woman too—whose country-women are as far 
above our's in their love-intrigues, as the other 
Sex are superior to our's in their political ones. 


Madame Derville is far, very far indeed, from 
claiming the least distinction to beauty. She 
commands a dark penetrating eye, but from her 
faxehead-down to the. lowest part of her neck, 
she: is an entire composition of plaster of Paris, 


4A woman, that is like a German clock, 
Still a repairing.” — 


To make up, however, in some degree for 


the deficiencies of the face, she possesses the 
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and for whose support he allows her C1002 


year. This allowance on the part of Mr. C Ae 
remains optional, but has always been honor- 
ably and regularly paid. 8 

The next gallant who stood forth, and still 
stands Madame Derville's protector, is Mr. 
G-, the banker. During this connexion, 
our Gallic heroine has considerably encreased 
the family of her cher ami, having produced him 
no less than four fine children. 


Madame Dervillèe is a woman of indiscrimi- 


nate gallantry, and what is very natural, she 
displays a most decided and visible partiality 


for her emigrant countrymen.— These clandes- 
tine intrigues are carried on and supported, like 
the self exiled reptiles themselves by dint of 


Englis gold. Our French heroine gives elegant 


dinners and superb suppers, at her house in 

Great-MMaillorougli- Street. — These fellows are 

the chief companions of her table, whilst Jon 
Bulli, or Joſm the banker, unwittingly pays for 
| | the 


he 
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the luxurious entertainments, and unknowingly. 
also, gorges the very mscreants, when it should. 
have been long ago his most active endeavour, ö 
his main point and policy to have crushed 
and destroyed them. 


But why should I descant on policy, when I 
I am writing on a French subject. On a French 
woman too—whose country-women are as far 
above our's in their love-intrigues, as the other 
Sex are superior to our's in their political ones. 


Madame Der ville is far, very far indeed, from 
claiming the least distinction to beauty. She 


commands a dark penetrating eye, but from her 


forehead- down to the. lowest part of her neck, 
she. is an entire composition of plaster of Paris, 


« A woman, -that is like a German clock, 
Still a repairing.” or 


To make up, however, in some degree for 
the deficiencies of the face, she possesses the 


O3 most 
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most exquisite shape and figure. Her early 
profession has rendered her perfect mistress of 
the graces.— In company she is not only gay 
| Hut sensible; — her conversation is a treat and 
relief to the saturnine temper. of. an Englishman. 
Her disposition is naturally open, disinterested, 
and liberal; and one of Madame Derville's 
chiefest pleasures, they say, is—to comfort and 
assist the distresses and misfortunes of those, 
who, like herself, have experienced the keen 
edge of poverty and disappointment: 
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{ Ci-devant Mrs. BREUER.) 


M R S. Brewer, when very young, - was 
married to a Knight of the Razor, who lived 
in the same vicinity as her parents, and who 
used to deal in green - grocery, and oiher trifling 
articles, to make out an honest livelihood.— 
The Knight's ill treatment, however, soon ex- 
pelled our heroine Tom her humble conjugal 
Gureaholl. . 


From 
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From the brutal arms of an ignorant hus- 
band, I find her first transferred to those of a 
Gentleman, Mr. B—, from whom she receiyed . 
her Name, in. the first walk she took in the 
sphere of gallantry, and which she retained for 
many years afterwards. Still conscious, how- 
ever, that the rites of holy church had once 
made her a married woman, she yet assumed a 


virtue, though she had it not, and upon her 


separation from Mir. B—, passed as married, 
at a boarding- school, in Norton- Street, where 
she had taken lodgings, and which she furnished 
herself. Here she received promiscuous visitors, 
and whoever they might have been, still allow- 
ing them to be connexions of uncertainty, no 
doubt received from temporary difficulties and 
embarrassments, they nevertheless ruined the 
family who kept the school, and destroyed the 
school also, by infixing immoral and indelicate 


subjects in the satchels of the scholars. If 


Mrs. Brewer, however, was thus inadvertently 
the ruin of an innocent and industrious family, 
she made ample compensation for that ruin 

x hereafter, 
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hereafter, which reflects the greatest credit on 
her character and humanity; and so far con- 
trary to the many, who cannot bear the sight or 
mention of those they have injured; she has still 
preserved this injury so strong and extended in 
her imagination, as never to have lost sight ot 
the innocent sufferers. 


From the time of this lady's- leaving Nortos- 
Street, T have found her to be much perplexed 
and embarrassed.— Through the imposing and 
unprofitable channel of brokerage, she furnished 
a house in Broad. Street, for which she gave a 
bond, which bond produced a fresh combina- 
tion of distress and ill-wayward fortunes. — 


“He that stands upon a slippery place, 
Makes nice of no vile hold to stay him up.“ 


So will a woman do any thing to escape from 
the horrors of a prison. — And here let me ad- 
monish this fair, and so subject to be imposed 
upon part of the sex, to shun the fatality of the 

law, 
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law, as they would the most pestilential dis- 
ease; for when. encircled within its dreary. 
grasp,—then adieu to houses, settlements—and _ 
last and more sweet still than all—to liberty. 


Mr. 4—d—5s—z, the Attorney, however, 
came forward on this occasion, and afforded 
Mrs. Brewer every assistance, both as a pro- 
fessional man and a friend. This gentleman's 
character has gone through some scrutiny in the 
gay world, but we have always found him a 
steady advocate in the causes of his fair clients, 
and in general a very successful one. 


In the very zenith, however, of Mrs. Brew- 
er's distress, she fortunately chanced to fall in 
with Mr. S, the banker, who speedily re- 
lieved his fair mistress from all her embarrass- 
ments, and settled her happily and comfortably 
in Spanish-Place, where she assumed his name, 
which she retains to this day. 


To 


- 
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To afford you some idea of the splendid 
manner in which Mr. 8 — lived in this place, 
I need only observe, that the furniture of the 
house, exclusive of the superb looking glasses 
with which it was so profusely adorned, cost 
upwards of (1500. 


If gratitude and generosity are among the 
fairest features of Mrs. Sumner's character. 
constancy is certainly not a very prominent one. 
Women in her file of life, are of course, liable 


to repeated addresses - subject to every species 


of temptation,— particularly so, when they are 
taken under the protection of an affluent cha- 
racter, — trebly so, in fact, when this becomes 
known and circulated.— For a woman, though 
ever so fair and beauteous, in obscurity, may 
still continue so, neglected and unknown; — but 


when taken under the wing of fortune and of 


greatness, she is then sought after with as pro- 
portional avidity, as she was before disregarded 
and unnoticed. And, indeed, when thus ele- 
vated, she is set down as Fair game, and it 1s 
every 
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every man of fashion's ambition, in this in- 
stance, to make a cuckold of his friend; though; 
in my ungallant opinion, I would as soon treat 
that supposed friend as an enemy and a rascal, 


who made stolen love to my mistress, (he 


knowing and being hospitably introduced and 
avowedly to her as such) as he who clandes- 
tinely offered it to my wife. 1 


Among the various suitors who courted and 


gained the caresses of Mrs. Sumner, was the 


* of ., to whom it is said his Royal 
Highness was at times very much attached; and, 
as a proof, also of this attachment, the Prince 
made her a present of his picture, set in a style 
of the utmost elegance and brilliancy, and which 
she now carefully preserves as a. memento of 
his esteem. Let all this, however, be as it may, 
here I must observe, without dwelling tao 
minutely on Mrs. Sumner's minor. gallantries, 
and also without derogating from the amiable 
and generous personage just alluded to, that 


8 


8 
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French Priest as an English Duke. 


Another gallant of Mrs. Sumner's was Mr. 
D-——, who endeavoured, as far as his purse 
could go, to engross her. affections, and to unite 


her to him in the bond of gratitude and love. 


But the inconstancy of our heroine's heart 


could not suffer a place to be held there- for 


love, though gratitude might have gained access 
by winks and starts. 


Mr. D , for many family reasons, was 
obliged to preserve this connexion as secret as 


possible; during the time, therefore, that Mrs. 
Sumner cohabited with him he supperted her 


with the utmost splendour, presenting her with 
a carriage and a phaeton, to maintain a dashing 
appearance about town. This lasted, off and 
on, about a year, in which short time Mrs. 
Sumner could not have spent, or rather lavished 
away, less than £ 3000. 


During 
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: During the latter part, however, of this con- 
nexion, Mr. .D began to. perceive that 


he had too long been made a dupe of, — that her 


house resembled the court of Comus, that other 
men shared his bounties, — engrossed his mis- 
tress's company, — and held unrestrained pos- 


session of the very house, the doors of which, 


when knocked at for admission, were grossly 
and inhospitably shut against his reception.— 
Nay, still further, that when his ears were as- 
sailed with the loud yells of inebriety, and the 
rattling of dice boxes, he was told that his in- 
constant mistress was gone a little way out of 
town, and was not expected home that night. 


But now to review Mrs. Sumner character 

in another light: : 
I have mentioned that our heroine had made 
à grateful compensation to the woman who 
kept the boarding-school, in Norton-Street. — 
Grateful, indeed, it may be accounted, and 
which in a full measure atoned for the indis- 
| cretion 


advantages and embarrassments, Mrs. C- 
obtained the situation of a governess to two 
young ladies going to reside in Jamaica, and for 
the full maintenance of the respect and appear- 
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«erection and indistinction of her promiscuous 
gallantries. This lady, whose name was 
C—Ffe, had received a fair and liberal education, 
— Mr, C—— held a place in the Excise-Office, 
which produced a comfortable independency, 


but what with the above ill-chance and his 


death, soon after, the wife and children were 
reduced to beggary. 


When labouring under these penurious dis- 


ance of this station, she was genteely fitted out 
for the voyage by Mrs. Sumnen; previous. to her 
departure, also, she took the daughter under her 
protection, and got the son a snug birth at sea. 
This girl accompanied Mr. and Mrs. $ to 
| Spa, where she formed an attachment with the 
groom of the former, to whom she was married 
on her arrival in England. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. C—, also, by this time had arrived 
from Jamaica, and as much embarrassed as ever; 
Mrs. Sumner again stood her steady friend, and 
advanced 100. to establich her again in a 
school, well-known once as Gordon. House 
Boarding- School. This scheme, however, thro! 
some cruel fatality, also failed: Notwith- 
standing which, for whether failure or success 
had been the ultimate consequences, Mrs. 


Sumner, I think, amply atoned for the first in- 


jury she had been the innocent cause of, towards 
this unfortunate woman. — In this last instance 


she warmly manifested a high degree of friend- 


ship, perseverance, and generosity. 


Previous to Mrs. Sumner's quitting England, 


for Spa, she left her mother in the care and pos- 
Session of her house in Spanish Place, —a mo- 


ther that she had supported and protected since 


her first enrollment in the Cyprian, file.— This 


house, on her return, she immediately sold, and 
purchased another in Queen Street, Ha -TFair. 


I next 


ext 
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I next find our heroine with Charles C—Iov—t, 
who having chambers in Buckingham-Street, in 
the Strand, she there took up her station with 
him. Mrs. Sumner then let, and still continues 


to let her house in Queen-Street, to a genteel fa- 


mily.—From these prudential schemes (such as 
furnishing houses, then disposing of them, and 
afterwards getting her gallants to re- furnish 
others,) this lady, perhaps, has prudently guarded 
against the day of neglect and adversit ry. 


Mrs. Sumner has endeavoured of late to enroll 
herself on the Cyprian file by the name of Mrs. 
Calvert. The world, indeed, reports, that her 
extravagance in this quarter chiefly occasioned 
the distresses that afterwards happened therein, 
— but it should consider, at tlie same time, that 


our heroine is now the stylish votary of Cytheria, 


and no longer the daughter of an obscure and 
humble costermonger. 


There is something very engaging and pre- 
possessing in Mrs. Sumner's face and figure, but 
| — | not 


——— — 


* — _ C — * * 
A 85 b — 
7-4 - WA — * 
ä q 


GE —— —— — 


222 ˖—7—0—— 


—— — — I 


210 THE EASHIONABLE: -CY-PPR.IAD. 


not approaching so far as to be accounted beau- 
tiful. She has a niminy, piminy turn in her 
conversation, which, though it conveys an air 
of affectation, is far from ungrateful and un- 
pleasing to the ear, when rendered familiar by 
being now and then in her fair society. | 


P. S. Mrs. Sumner, some years ago, when at 
Ascot-Heath races, was the innocent cause of a 
duel between. Mr. S — and Col. erg 
A—ﬆt—n. 
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EET TEENY” OX 


Mrs. KNIGHT. 2 


Tun E pretty little subject of this corres- 
pondence is a daughter of the tribe of eee 
and was born at Bristol. | 


Kitty Cowan, for this was our heroine's real 
name, disposed of + sealing-wax, and little 
nick-nacks, common among the people of that 
persuasion, to the gentiles of Bristol. From 
thente she removed to Bathi, where she was 
taken under the roof of a Mr. Laach, to act in 
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a menaal capacity, and from whence she was 
seduced by an officer, who removed her to the 
metropolis, where he shortly after abandoned her. 


In this forlorn and deserted situation, Mrs. 
Kmght, (after having previously experienced 
many difficulties and embarrassments,) at last 
caught the observation and attention of Harry 
, from whom she took and continues her 
present name. This gentleman engaged decent 
apartments for her in Newman-Strect, where she 
brought him ne petite enfante. The child died, 
and some disputes attending the expences and 
cCireumstances of the funeral, first became the 
fortunate means of her introduction to the ac- 
quaintance of Mrs. Myndliam, who had acquired 
some knowledge of her distressed situation, 
chrough the channel of Mr. K——, who then 
ranked high as a favorite in her file of gallants. 
Pity soon · succeeded in the -bosom of Charlotte, - 
and with pity came protection; — for she imme- 
diately took Mrs. Knight under her own roof, 


. 
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and afforded her every comfort that the most 
liberal hand and heart could bestow. 


Under the gay and hospitable wing of Mrs. 
F/yndham, our little heroine met with 
rn Esq. who removed her to Ryder- Street, 

St. James's, and with whom she lived nearly 


four years, —in fact, *till he was married. By 


this gentleman Mrs. Knight has a child, for 


whom he allows the mother £200. a year, to- 


wards his present maintenance and future edu- 
cation. Previous to Mr.. E——'s marriage, 
however, he situated his chere amie in an elegant 
country house, furnishing her at the same time 
with a superb wardrobe, sideboard of plate, &c. 
in fact, he liberally provided her with every ar- 
ticle of life, that could tend to render her com- 


fortable, independent, and happy. 


After Mrs. Kuighit's necessitated separation 
with Mr. E „I next find her settled in her 


present mansion in Park-Strect, where she has 
still continued to reside. Here, it appears, she 
F2 was 
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was first under the protection of the Hon. My: 
FH Ip, but his, pecuniary circumstances be- 
ing too limited to accord with the penurious 


disposition of our heroine, she soon found 


means to dissolve this connexion, and shortly 


after acquired a more affluent and consonant 


one, in the protection of ——— St, Esq: 
with whom, we believe, she now, as it were, no- 
minally lives, for the ill-natured world is pleased 
to say, that this fair daughter of Judaism will 
Sacrifice her charms and caresses, as freely as 
any mercenary Swiss will his courage and life, 
for that power which is disposed to pay him 
best; or like her scriptural ancestor, IJcariot; 
will betray her protector in exchange for a-few | 
pieces of gold. | | | 


When the smiles, nevertheless, of good for- 
tune shone upon our heroine's head, and 
crowned her with aMuence, she immediately 
settled her father and mother in a comfortable 
Situation, at Bethnall- Green, furnishing the 
house, — finding them in every necessary, and 

| afterwards 
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* 


afterwards settling a comfortable provision upon 
them, which, according to the present fortunate 
aspect of affairs, is likely to be continued for 
the remainder of their lives. | 


This, however, is not the only shining trait 
in our heroine's character, towards her poor re- 


lations, for, added to the above display of filial 
tenderness and regard, she also defrays the an- 


nual expences of her two brothers board and 
lodging at Cambridge, and also cloaths and hand- 
somely schools an only sister. By these ami- 
able and generous actions Kitty Cowan has ren- 
dered Mrs. Knight an object truly worthy. of 
admiration among our sex, and a fair subject 
richly deserving of imitation among her own. 


P. S. This lady lived some time, also, with 


Mr. E—, at Bath, where they passed under 
che name of Moody. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXII. 


M. ROBINSON. 


To distinguish. this lady from our Euglisſt 
Sappho, whose christian name is also Mary, and 
who will be introduced at a future period in this. 
work, it will be just necessary to call our pre- 
sent subject, in the first paragraph of her me- 
moirs, by the distinctive appellation. of Mrs. 
P. Robinson. 


Our heroine's original name was Mary 
Chantree.— Her parents lived in very oppressed. 
circumstances, in or about CHandois-&treet, and 

8 what. 
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what education she received was from the 
Parish School. 

Mrs. Robinson, when at the age of sixteen 
was very tall, and possessed a most commanding 
carriage. Her features were regular and beau- 
tiful—her teeth were like the finest ivory 
and to follow the description of Thompson in a 
similar instance, she Was ü 


„ Young, fresh, and blooming like the morn, 
an eye, as when the blue sky trembles 
through a cloud of purest white.“ 


The first happy lover who engaged the esteem 
and affections of our heroine, (as it is reported 
by some) was a glazier in the neighbourhood 
She denies this, however, herself, and resolutely 
affirms, that she was never framed: or glazed by 
this handicraft hero. 


Whether this derogatory statement is true of 
net, I cannot pretend to ascertain, but true it 
certainly 
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certainly is, that she was carried off from her 
father's house, by a married man, who had for 
some time haunted the old man's doors, to put 
this plan in execution. Their retreat, however, 
was discovered by the enraged parent, who, as- 


sisted by a posse of constables, regained his 


daughter. Is 1L 


Mr. and Mrs. Chamree, to prevent as -muck 
as possible this accident happening again, con- 


fined and locked her up in a garret;—But what 


are bolts and bars to a determined wench of six- 
teen mere spider webs !—at least so they 
proved in this instance, for Polly soon found 
means to effect her escape, and never returned 
to her parents afterwar ds. Ss 


Polly on her return, had it seems, forfeited all 
future pretensions to virtue, though it was . 
strongly conjectured that she had forfeited them 
before the elopement. —Upon her mother's re- 
lating the distressing circumstance to her young 
neighbour, the glagier, he very pathetically con- 
133 doled 
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doled with the poor woman, technically ob- 
serving on the occasion—* That virtue was 
a very brittle commodity—that it was a pane 
which when once broken, could never after be 
repaired —and that all the putty in his master's 
Shop could not cement chastity, when it had once 
received the smallest fracture. i 

Obscurity has drawn a veib over the first ca- 
reer of Mrs. Robinson's gallantries ; nor was she 
particularly distinguished, till she became the 
chere amie of a Mr. R. a merchant in the City, 
from whom she took her name, and that name 
she has been known by ever since. 


never heard that our heroine ever took up 
her abode in any of the serails, though she was 
often pressed and solicited both by Mesdames 
Meston and Fohnstone, to become a member, or 
rather a sacrifice, in their infamous dwellings. 


With Mr. X our heroine lived some time, 
but by a continued and complicated series of 
absurdities 
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absurdities and extravagancies, she made a con- 
siderable chasm in the merchant's purse, —They 
quarrelled, however, at last, about ordering a 
great coat which our heroine wanted, and from 
this trifling dispute they parted. 


Mrs. Robinson by this time eame to be known 
among the gay world, and by the favours of 
the Honorable William P— g—:, and other 
distinguished young Noblemen, she was enabled 
to set up a dashing equipage, and make a splen- 
did appearance at Newmarket, in a curricle and 
a beautiful pair of bays.—On these occasions 
she always, very prudently, took with her, by 
way of companion, one of the ugliest of the 
whole cyprian squad she could possibly get; 
a woman, called Biickhorse C—ke, was generally 
selected for the purpose, who found it much to 
her interest to be made our heroine's foil on 
these occasions. 


Mrs. Robinson, by these visits to Newmarket, 
acquired the esteem of the P—e of //—s and 
P04 his 


A 
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nis o yal brothers together with all the sport- 
ing nobility of the kingdom who resorted there. 
Being a woman of great style and shew, and pos- 
sessing at the same time one of the most beau- 
tiful countenances that can possibly be con- 


ceived, she attracted the general attention and 


admiration of the whole course. — All were 
eager to participate in her favours, but the 
Prince engrossed the whole sway.— Besides, 
her pride and vanity then made her, at times, 
of such an irritable nature, that had a stranger 
attemptcd to offer his addresses, it was ten to 
one but he received a violent box in the ear for 


his insolence.— It is needless to add, after tlie 
partiality shewn to her by the Prince, and the 
first nobility, that she reaped a golden harvest 


by her excursions to Newmarket; nor had poor 


Buckhorse ever cause to __ of . ar 
thither. 


Mrs. Robinson at one time lived with Capt. 
A—hl—d, of the Guards, whose company being 
chen stationed at Vyindscr, she accompanied him 
thither. 
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thither. In one ofher morning rambles she was 
accidentally met by a Gentleman, who was 
immediately struck with her beauty and figure; 
so much so, as to engage our heroine's parti- 
cular attention.—On the following day she was 
waited on at the Yhite- Hart Inn, by a stranger, 
who, after some pauses, hums, and: ha's, asked 
the lady if she had any objection to receive a 
visit from a Nobleman of distinction, who 
would depend on her honor to keep the inter- 
view a secret. The lady, who is remarkable 
for her acuteness, immediately suspected the 
channel from whence the communication came, 
and whether it was from her violent attachment 


. at the time to Capt. A. or the fear of a disco- 


very, (for she was tolerably well watched during 
her continuance at Windsor) she declined re- 
ceiving the visit though. I-really' believe, that 
if an opportunity had offered, her vanity and 
ambition would have easily prompted her to 
et tete . 


Whether 
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Whether it was before or after these circum- 
stances happened, that Mrs. Robinson lived with 
the son of Lady A— SpA, I cannot say ex- 
actly; with this gentleman, however, who was 
then a minor, and a student at Trinity-College, 
Cambridge, she lived a considerable time, and to 
whom she was much attached. This attach- 
ment, in fact, had not only nearly cost her her 
life, but might have caused her lover's expul- 
sion from College, for in one of her mad fits, 
when in a state of parturiency, she indiscreetly 
set off for Cambridge, and was scized with pangs 
of child- birth in a few. hours. after her arrival. 
I cannot describe the feelings of Mr. $S——» 
on this occasion, when the affair was clandes- 
tinely-conveyed to his knowledge. He endea- 
voured, as far as possible, to keep the business 
a secret, and getting a surgeon to provide her 
with private lodgings, &c. she was safely deli- 
vered, and the child, very fortunately, (as 
things have since turned out) died a few days 
afterwards. 
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During the period that Mrs. Robinson coka- 


| bited (as it were) with Mr. $S—-—, she carried 


on a multiplicity of intrigues, at her lodgings in 
South-Moulton-Street, where she figured for some 
time occasionally in her vis-a-vis and curricle. 


Her favourite female associates were the beau- 


tiful Talbot and the lovely Nancy George, both 
long since cat off by the inflexible parcæ.— 
When our heroine left Mr. 5 —, she re- 
moved from South-Afoulton-Street to Fells-Strect, 


which was for some three or four years, as well 


known, and as much resorted to by Men of 
Fashion, as Mrs. Meston's Serail, in Berklcy- 


The fe!/low-who mastered this house, was a 
species of Man- Baꝛod, and at the same time a 
strong and zealons methodist.—A species of 
counterpart to Mrs. Cole, though certainly a 
more rigid attendant of the Meetings, than she 
was supposed to be. But as the wretch is now 
dead, we will say no farther of him, particu- 
larly as he was not conspicuous enough to be placed 


in. 
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: in the niche of infamy, we promised to give 


our readers in the memoirs of Mrs. Harrison. 


It is not many years ago, (if I may be al- 
lowed this digression, and- in Dublin, if my re- 
collection serves me truly,) that a bawd was 
actually burnt alive at the stake, for such in- 
fernal and infamous practices as are daily car. 
ried on by the living mother-hood in our Me- 
tropolis; and surely, if the arm of the law 


could exert itself so strongly there, why not 


exert a little more of its authority Ver? -A 


Mrs. O/—v—:r,.or a Mrs. n- have de- 


served a more conspicuous situation in the pil- 
lory, than the less fashionable procuresses of $7. 
Giles's or Drary-Lane.—One or two fashionable 
examples should be made, to circulate a proper 
and general terror among the rest. We now 
diurnally hear of our wise and im partial metro- 
politan magistrates, punishing the owners of 


Gaming- Houses in the severest manner, and of 


our Touchstone- jacketted counsellors declaiming 
as severely against them at the bar. Does the 
3 Gaming- 
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Gaming-House bring the rash youth sooner to 
Suicide, or the fatal tree, than the Bawdy-house? 
No !—they are kindred assistances—a monster 
with two heads and one body, —and the one 
should be brained as soon as the other. —The 
Parisian police, in these points, far surpassed 
our's in activity and severity.—But then, upon 
reflection it occurs, that the prudent magistrate, 
and the wriser counse! find not their way, with 
such secrecy to the one as the other. They 
may be known among the -many,—whereas, at 
the house of intrigue they may be private, and 
slink away unnoticed; —and what their inclina- 
nations, joined to their interest, may condemn 
and persecute in one instance, their lust will lead 
them to connive at and approve in the other. 


J am astonished when I hear a learned and 


retrogade counsel at our bar, declaim against 
adultery, as a monster with so many heads, when 


it may perhaps, be easily authenticated, that he 


maintains his mistress, though not with as 
fashionable a degree of splendour as the dash- 


ing 
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I 4 « 
ing charioteer, —for his chere amze on these oc - 


casions must be kept gnug, on the score of infal- 


lible reputation. — To hear a man discourse, as 
he does, on morality, and the rigid obligations 
due to chastity, when he is perhaps then arrived 
warm from the embraces of a mistress, —is a 


play upon he world—a ien upon de Judge vb. 


addresses himself to, —and a most heinous of- 
fence to that Great Power, to whom he so 
often and so solemnly appeals.—It is a farce up- 


on human nature, and n demonstrative, though 


pitious proof, how easily weak minds may be 
led away and betrayed, by the artful and insinu- 


ating powers of sophism.— With this Aypocrite 


and compound of chicane, it may thus be truly 


« I would not give, quoth Hudibras, 

A straw to understand a case, 

Without the admirable skill * , 
To wind and manage it at will; 

To veer, and tack, and steer a cause, 
Against the weather-gage of laws, 

And ring the changes upon cases, 

As plain as noses upon faces. 


. Mrs. 


"I 
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5 Mrs. Robinson was frequently under the ne- 
cessity of changing her lodgings in Mells- Street, 
for temporary ones in Berwick--Street, Mych- 
Street, &c. which are known to contain those 
snug places of involuntary rendezvous, vulgarly 
called Spunging- Moses; and it was in a house 
of this description, in Berwick-Street, that she 
very fortunately, and as accidentally met with 
W—— Is, Esq. with whom she co- 
habited afterwards for some considerable — 
of time. 


This gentleman having occasion to call on a 


. friend who was under a temporary embarrass- 


ment; in the same house, he chanced to meet 
our heroine on the stairs, as she was ascending 
to the dining-room—her usual apartment on 
these occasions. Immediately struck with her 
beauty and elegant appearance, he as quickly 
entreated a few moments conversation.— This 
was at first haughtily refused, but being at last 
assented to, and all affairs soon made known, 
they were finally arranged and settled the next 

day; 


I 
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A 


day; Mr. AZ. discharging the fair captive's 


original debt, and all the detainers which had 


been lodged against her, amounting to some 
hundred pounds. 


Mrs. Robinson, notwithstanding this, still con- 


tinued much in debt, and fearful lest all her pe- 
cuniary embarrassments should come at once to 
the knowledge of Mr. M. she removed to ele- 
gant lodgings at Brompton, in order to screen 
herself awhile from her creditors.— But still 
when the day of protection from arrests arrived, 


sze could not keep away from Mells-Street, and 


in consequence of being watched, and some- 
times dodged by the bailiffs from thence in the 
evening, she has been obliged to conceal herself 
from their vigilance, for some time, under the 


stalls in Carnaby- Market. 


The real situation, however, of our heroine's 


affairs being at length made known to Mr. AT. 
he entirely settled them all, and presenting her 
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at the same time with an elegant new chariot, 
and a pair of saddle horses, she once more 
sported her beautiful figure in the circles of the 


gay world. 


After having confined herself for some time 
to the society of this generous friend, she 
chanced at last, like the majority of her fair 
and fashionable sisterhood, to make a necessitous 
favourite. For him, it appears, she almost sa- 
crificed every thing— and through him, in the 
end, she forfeited the protęction of Mr. M. 


The embarrassments that Mrs. Robinson ex- 
perienced after this period, (forming an epoch 
of four years successively,) became so numerous 
and complicated, as to defeat the possibility of 
their being related in this work ;—nay, if it 
were practicable, a series of distressing vicissi- 
tudes would not be very grateful to the feelings 
of sympathy and sensibility. 


Suffice 


THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAD. 231 


Suffice it therefore to say, that after our he- 
roine had sought shelter and protection from her 
creditors, in France, Edinburgh, &c. for upwards 
of two years, she returned to the metropolis, 


and passing under a fictitious name, got her 
debts settled three different times afterwards, to 
the amount of 1500. — but as the characters 
who so liberally came forward on these occa- 
sions, were all married men, we shall, in justice 
to the feelings of some fair and distinguished fe- 
males, pass over their names in silence. 


Mrs. Robinson's extravagancies, however, en- 
creasing with her freedom, she at length found 
herself in the Marshalsea-Pri on, which first in- 
troduced her to the knowledge and attention of 
Mr. C33, an attorney, who, after success- 
fully defending her cause, he next discharged 


all her debts, which then had reached to the 


amount of C400. and with whom she now lives 
as Mrs C. N 
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It must appear very strange and surprizing, 
in what shape and manner our heroine could 
expend such vast sums of money; for compre- 
hending the period she cohabited with Mr. 17. 
to her first acquaintance with Mr. C. the total 
amount could not have been less than Z 15,000. 
Thus indeed it may be in some measure briefly 


accounted for, — Her beauty and style gained 
her credit unlimitted, and her want of principle 


next got her into a prison ; to extricate herself 
from which, she generally paid sixty shillings 
in the pound.— A dear way of purchasing ex- 
perience, but a lesson, nevertheless she could 
not profit by a total deficiency of principle in 
her, blinding every avenue that led to prudence 
and reflection. | 


Long, long indeed, were the struggles that 
Mrs. Robinson made, to evade the arm of the 
law, till at length, we now find her under the 
protection of it; and, though she may be se- 
cluded from the world, and all its artificial 


galeties, 
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gaieties, still if she enjoys. a moderate portion 


of content, her present state, let the individual. 


be what he. may, is far preferable to the. former 


one. —A small competency of happiness and 


attachment, at all times, is superior to a series 


of continual dissipation and indiscriminate gal- 


lantry. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


Mrs. E S T E N. 


W what secret pleasure and interior de- 
light did I sit down to transcribe the memoirs of 
a Jordan! — But here, what a painful contrast 
have I before me As I traced my page along, 
I found one all susceptibility, - goodness, and 
humanity ;—here I cannot discover a single 


trait of either, —her every feature, on the con- 


trary, is shrouded in the sable covering of dis- 
grace and infamy, — forming also an adsciti- 
tious compound of unblushing pride and 


It 


THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAD. 235 


Tt is not only a delicate but a disagreeable 
task on our part, to enter upon the frowning and 
spacious field of censure and Severity; but when 
the impartial reader recollects that Mrs. Esten 
has boldly entered into the lists herself, arrayed 
in the armour of consummate impudence, bear- 
ing on her arm the buckler of inveterate defi- 
ance, wielding o'er her Gorgon head the sword 
of glittering power, and pointing the spear of 
independent infamy against every moral tie and 
Social duty, why then should not a I os 
be found to battle it with her? 


When I meet Mrs. Thin: J fancy that I can | 


delineate, in her looks and manner, these ex- 
pressions and sentiments: — 
Poor world, how I pity and despise thy malice 
and calumny ! And, there is not the shadow 
of a doubt, but supported, as she is, by a strong 
understanding, and an uncommon portion of 
sang froid, vulgarly anglicized— impudence.— 
that she thinks as she looks, —and looks as she 
in Tais is a very happy disposition, — for a 
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callous mind, as the world runs, is a far superior 
dlessing to the one tortured by Susceptibiliy.— 
Fancy still further leads me on to dicriminate 
her sentiments flowing to this effect: 
— « Pshaw! the World! 1 care [ 
for i it, —its idle babblers, — or its hireling scrib- 
blers ? Do I not possess a settlement of 1000. 
t year from the house of Dyuglas? — Poor sneak- 
ing Vorld, can's thou cancel this bond“ — Then, 
till thou canst, rail on]! Have I not rivalled 
the most beautiful, amiable, and virtuous wo- 
man? — Banished her from the bed of her Lord, 
—and when my conceit did please me, did I 


not expel her from under the very roof of her 
own hospitable mansion? Ay ambition fires at 
the thought !— World, thou hast snarled much at 
this, — but snarl on, —I care not, whilst thou 
Though I 
live i in adultery twofold, —am banished from all 
society and converse, save, indeed, my good 
and gracious Lord of H- — still in him 
I in some measure find my passions 5e5ual fed, 
and from his purse most princely do spring all 

; 4 the 


cannot snarl. away—my bond / 
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the luxuries that this world of vanity and chi- 
cane can yield. Supported also, as Lam, by an 
energy of mind that 7 will never suffer to be 
slackened or oppressed, —and animated by a 

spirit that no slander or malice can debilitate or 
unnerve, the Moria may e excreate its venom at 
me with freedom and in abundance: copiously 


then let it flow, for it cannot lave 1 
bond !*? 


In the course of this work I have- recom 
mended œconmy, where extravagance has been 
found to predominate, and a little more libe- 
rality where extreme meanness has been dis- 
covered: But what I am to recommend in this 
instance, I cannot say ?—Virtue and modesty, 
perhaps, for profligacy and impudence.—I might 
just Hint this, indeed, but as it will be of no 
avail, the root being too staunchly soddened in 
corruption and infamy, I shall now proceed to 
give those materials I have collected of this lady's 
memoirs, | 


Mrs. 


, a 7 3 
7E OS abs x 


KB; 
= 7 
1 
+ 
5 
Wo; 
— 
> 
i} 


: 
1 
= | 
1 
x; | 
1 
* 
5 


| 

3 

4 

= | 

= | 
E 

» : 
+ 


238 THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAD. 


Mrs. Esten is a natural daughter of the late 
Admiral Pye, by Mrs. Bennet, a character well 
known in the literary world, for the various ex- 
cellent novels she has produced: Her Anna, — 
Juvenile Indiscretions, &c. all display a thorough 
knowledge of the world, —an acute discrimi- 
nation, and at the same time exhibit distressed 
beauty and suffering innocence in the most ami- 
able and pathetic colors: But notwithstanding 
all the capability that this lady possesses to des- 
eribe virtue, she has never been animated with 
one spark of it herself; and when I turn from 
her writings to her actions, it reminds me of an 
anecdote (closely analogous to herself in every 
point of view) related of Colley Cibber and the 
celebrated actress, Mrs. Porter. 


So well did Cibber, though a professed li- 
Bertine through life, understand the dignity rf 
virtue, that no comic author has drawn more 


delightful and striking pictures of it. Mrs. 


Porter, on reading a part in which Cibber had 
painted virtue in the strongest and most lively 
| colours, 
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alas * him, how it happened, chat a man 

who could draw such admirable portraits of 
goodness, should yet live as if he were a stranger 
to it?—* Madam, said Colley, the one is ub- 
golutely necessary, —THE OTHER 1S NOT.” 


In 1 784 Miss Bennet was married to Mr. 
Etten, purser of a man of war: For five years 
they lived together in a domestic and happy state, 
and two children were the fruits- of this union; 
but Mr. E-—;, in 1789, finding himself con- 
siderably embarrassed, Mrs. Bennet prevailed 
upon him to sign a weed ef separation, in consi- 
deration of which she was to extricate him 
from his difficulties, and to transmit him an an- 

nual allowance whilst he should remain in 
France. 


From Mrs. Bennei's disposition towards lite- 
rature and fiction, the drama naturally came 
often under her consideration; and from her 
mother, Mrs. Esten imbibed an attachment to- 
wards this favourite amusemeng, which her cir- 


cumstances 
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eumstances soon suggested to her the — 
of n to erb advantage. 105 


' 1Phe'viches an! reputation whe acquired on 
the stage, have dazzled and deluded the fancy 
of sounder heads than Mrs. E5ten's, and there- 
fore we need not be surprized if she determined 
on a pursuit which not only promised the pos- 
session of those, but also the greatest admiration 
of her beauty -a passion almost inseparable 
from the female Sex. 


Mr 3 a 8 of the Join . 
was the first before whom she rehearsed in pri- 
vate, with. a view of becoming a public per- 
former. Prepossessed, perhaps, by her personal 
charms, he pronounced highly in her favour. 
Others saw and approved her talents; and as 
the last step towards her becoming an actress, 
she was introduced to Mr. Hurris; but his opi- 
nion of her abilities was not encouraging enough 
to bring her forward in London even upon trial. 
She was, however, recommended to. Bath, where 
che 
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she was assured of an opportunity of becoming 
a candidate for dramatic fame. | 


Upon the speculation of her daughter's abi- 
lities, Mrs. Bennet took a house in that fashion- 
able city, and Mrs. Esten made her entre upon 
the stage as Belvidera, about five or six years 
ago. She dressed the character in a most pic- 
turesque and elegant manner, and, aided by 
beauty, she made a very favourable impression 
on the Bath audience: she continued to perform 
in that city and Bristol, for a season or two, 
where she had an abundance of managerial aid; 
hut her benefit at Bristol happening to fall upon 
the night of a day in which there was a grand 
sailing match, the aquatic diversion so materi- 
ally diminished the theatrical in point of specta- 
tors, that instead of clearing, she lost money 
by the night. | 


Whether Mrs. Esten's benefit was fixed for 
this unfortunate night by accident or design, we 
cannot state; but she attributed it to the latter; 
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and all the eloquence and virulence of her mo- 
ther's pen were immediately engaged to interest 


the people of Bristol in her favour against the 


managers: but the effect failed, and after such 
hostility it may naturally be concluded that 
Mrs. Esten was discharged. a 


Her abilities, although they then were by no 
means so deserving of admiration as they are 
now, were sufficiently eminent to procure her 
an engagement in Dublin, where her very looks 
must have made the manager her friend. At this 


time her mother taught her in every point the 


art of succeeding; from the penciling of the eye- 
brows and eye - lashes, the beautifying her face, 
and the moving her arms, to the manner of 
speaking the most difficult passage of Shatspeare. 
By practice, and the instructions of Mrs. Bennet, 
she greatly improved her talents, and was soon 
afterwards engaged for Edinburgh, where she 
Was received as one scarcely inferior to Mrs. 
Siddons or Mrs. Jordan, 
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Her very great fame at Edinburgh soon 
reached London; and although Mr. Harris was 
not much inclined to alter his first opinion of 
her, yet he agreed she should have a trial; and 
Mrs. Esten, relying with the greatest confidence 
on her own abilities, thought there only wanted 


a trial to confirm her superiority. Accordingly 


she made her first appearance in London, at Co- 
vent- Garden Theatre, October 1790, in the cha- 
racter of Rosalind, in As You Like It; and her 
success was so extremely flattering, that it jus- 
tiſied her most sanguine expectations. The pro- 
digality of applause gave hopes that sbe would 
 &aw crowds during the season, but her attrac- 
tion continued'a few nights only. She attempted 
the favourite and various characters in which 
Mrs., Siddons, Mrs. Ferdan, and Miss Farren 
were most admired, and although she fell short 
of all those great actresses, yet her performances 
were much above mediocrity. She performed 
during the whole season without receiving any 
salary, but with the indulgence of appearing in 
whatever characters she chose; and. towards 
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the conclusion, in addition to a tolerable share 
of vip _— he received a free Benefit. 


But a all Sib SUCCESS * talents were not 
thought sufficient to procure her a handsame 
engagement in Covent- Garden Theatre, and she 
at this time would probably have been in Dublin 
or Edinburgh, had it not been for the friendship 
of Mrs. Jordan. Every exertion was made by 
Mrs. Esten's friends to influence the Managers 
in her favour; and although she had some no- 
ble patrons, yet the object was not accomplished, 
until Mr. Coutts, the Banker, requested the Duke 
of C——ce to write to Mr. Harris in her fa- 
vour. His Highness consulted Mrs. Fordan, 
whose natural disposition prompted her to serve 
our heroine, and the Royal letter was not a 
simple recommendation ;—it had the desired ef- 
fect, and Mrs. Esten was engaged at eleven 
pounds per week. | 


This lady was so great a favourite, and had 80 
many friends in Edinburgh, that the Theatre in 
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that city being to be disposed of, a warm contest 
arose between the great personages who rule the 
Drama there, whether Mrs. Esten be the Mana- 


geress or Mr. Stephen Kemble the Manager. It 
has been since accommodated. Mrs. Esten, for 
a valuable consideration, relinquished her pre- 
tensions, and Mr. Kemble is now Manager. 


Though rather small, yet Mrs. Esten's person 


is extremely neat; and in men's cloaths she is 


very well, although she would be much better 
if at the knees her limbs were more straight. 
Her face is beautiful, and she is perfect mistress 
of che use of a fine pair of eyes, which, those wha 
pretend to be in the secrets of the toilet say, she 
heightens greatly by the exercise of art upon her 
eye-brows and eye-lashes, and the languishing 
rollings of which every one who has been near 
her must acknowledge the charm. Her voice, 
ke Mrs. Szddons's, is well calculated for Tra- 
gedy, but is not sufficiently feminine for the gay 
scenes of the Comic Muse: her action and de- 
partment are graceful and easy, and her articula-- 
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torr and comprehension of the sense of the au- 
thor deserve great commendation. But for most 
of those quali fioations she: is principally indebted 
to the judgment and driltings of her mother. who 
is a woman. of more than common..$hrewdness 
and ability. Those who saw Mrs. Esten's debut 
at Bath, were astonished at her after excellence; 
and those who know both her and Ms. Bennet, 


ascribe it wholly to the instructions of the latter. 


It is not our design to blame performers for 
using every fair means of enhancing their value, 
but when they attempt to pull down others, for. 


the purpose of raising themselves, they certainly 


deserve reproach. The fulsome panegyricks on 
Mrs. Esten, published daily in the public prints, 
might here have passed unnotieed; were it not, 
that, in order to give lustre to herself, she is re- 
ported to have encouraged the sullying of Mrs. 
Fordan. If this be true, we can only account 
for it in the piece of service conferred on Mrs. 
Esten, by Mrs. Jordau's interference with a 
Royal Duke in her favour; for nothing is more 


just 


THE FASHIONABLE CYPRIAD. 247 


just than the old maxim, that we often hate 
those to whom we are obliged. 


And since the subject of Newspaper panegyric, 
vulgarly called ping, is started, we will here 
relate an occurrence in general circulation, 
which may, for aught we know, be more en- 
tertaining than true. Some time ago Mrs. Ben- 
net drew up a very elaborate eulogium upon her 
daughter's performance of a new part, and sent 
it to a confidential print, long before the curtain 
had risen, with the. promise of rec guineas for 
its insertion; and-it appeared accordingly next 
day :—But à critic, who had gone to see the 
play in the way of business, added to it great 
praises on Mr. Lewes and Mr. Quick. — This dis- 
pleased our heroine and her mother so much, 
that they refused to pay more than one guinea, 
* and referred. to Messrs. Lew:s and Quick for the 
other tuo. 
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For the heads of Mrs. Esten's dramatic career the Author is indebted 
do the Editor of the „ Serret History of the Green-Room.” 
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And now having thus far mic this wo- 
man down the stream of her public or rather 
her theatrical liſe, I have only to lament, 
with many more, that fortune had not confined 
her to a situation where she possessed both ta- 
lent and opportunity to render herself an object 
of attention and esteem; but having abandoned 
this track, — a track so successfully formed for 
her, by the finesse and ability of her mother, — 
she has now established an hereditary infamy, 
=by an abetted stroke of the most subtle policy 
has dispossessed herself of a burthensome hus- 
band, that he may live with more security in a 
state of adultery,.— has spread the widowed caul 
over the head of the most amiable woman in 
Seotland,— and, lastly, has made herself an ob- 
ject of universal antipathy. 

P. S. Mrs. Esten sports tlie Ducal coronet on 
her chariot, and has an elegant town residence 
in Half- Man- Street, where she lives in splendid 
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